
THE FOUR SHIRES GUILD OF BELLRINGERS 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 

 held at St Mary’s Church, Childswickham on Saturday 18th October 2025 

 

Present:  Officers & Committee:  

Richard Lewis-Skeath (President) 

Alison Lee (Ringing Master), Claire Penny (Secretary), Michael Dane (Treaurer), Graham Lee, Stuart 

Cummings, Lena Stranks, Christina Ireland, Matthew Turvey (Safeguarding Officer). 

Approx 17 Guild Members 

 

The President Chaired the meeting. 

 

1. Apologies for absence 

Peter Quinn (Guild Master), Len Morley, Yvonne Davies, Isobel Murphy, Keith Murphy, Martin Penny, 

Roger Hunt. 

Chris Povey (Vice President) after the fact. 

 

2. Agree minutes of the last meeting  

The minutes of the last AGM had been posted on the Guild website. The secretary gave copies to 

those present who requested them. 

The minutes of the 2024 Annual General Meeting held on 19th October at Moreton in Marsh were 

agreed as a true record and signed by Richard Lewis-Skeath; proposed by Alison Lee and seconded 

by Sarah Elliott. 

 

3. Matters arising from the minutes. 

There were no matters arising from the previous minutes. 

 

4. Reports 

The Treasurer’s report and the accounts had been published in the June newsletter, and there was no 

request to present it at the meeting. They will be published on the website with the minutes of this 

meeting. 

The Secretary apologised for the fact that the Guild Master’s report was not available for the meeting.  

It would be published on the website and distributed in the next edition of the newsletter. 

 

5. Election of President  

Richard Lewis-Skeath, the current President, indicated his agreement to stand. There were no other 

nominations, so Richard was returned to Office. 

 



Election of Vice Presidents 

Chris Povey continued in office for the final year of this term. 

Vice President Rev Peter Newing passed away in May 2025.   

 

6. Election of Officers 

Guild Master Peter Quinn had previously indicated his wish to step down after many years.  Len 

Morely was willing to take up the position of Guild Master, proposed by Peter Quinn and seconded by 

Christina Ireland.  There were no other nominations and Len Morley was duly elected unanimously. 

Michael Dane had also stated that he wished to retire from the post of Treasurer.  Sarah Elliott had 

agreed to stand for the position, proposed by Michael Dane and seconded by Claire Penny.  There 

were no other nominations so Sarah Elliott was elected unanimously. 

 

Ringing Master, Alison Lee, and Secretary, Claire Penny, both indicated their willingness to remain in 

post.  There were no other nominations so both were elected. 

 

7. Election of Committee Members 

The following members were unanimously re-elected: 

Christina Ireland 

Graham Lee 

Lena Stranks 

Stuart Cummings 

Yvonne Davies  

 

8. Election of Accounts Examiner 

Martin Penny agreed to continue as accounts examiner. There were no other nominations and Martin 

was re-elected unanimously. 
 

Election of CCCBR representatives 

The Guild is entitled to two representatives on the Central Council. Jess McCarthy continues in office 

and the second post remains vacant. 

Safeguarding Officer 

Matthew Turvey remains the Guild Safeguarding Officer. 

 

9. Confirmation of New Members since the 2022 AGM 

• Braodwell: Tim Proger 
• Illmington: Yvonne Davies 

• Offenham: David Fielding, Ray Nicholson, Liz Nicholson 

• Unattached: Leonie Woodward, Rosemary Hemmings, Julia Demanbro 

 

 

 



 

10. Any other business 

Stuart Cummings proposed a vote of thanks to the judge, Peter Harris and to Rev Shellie Ward for a 

wonderful service.  He also noted that the Guild had lost several members this year and asked that 

we have a minutes silence to remember them, particularly Jackie Hands, Rev Peter Newing and 

Michael Haynes. 

 

There being no other business the meeting closed. 

 


