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EVENTS

50th Anniversary of Four Shire Guild re-launch Celebrations

On March 30th 1973 the Four Shires Guild was relaunched after a break following the
second World War.

To mark this event there is ringing and a social on Sat. 25th March 2023 at Chipping
Campden

2.30pm to 4pm ringing the bells.

2.30pm to 7pm Social Event in the Church Rooms.

Please bring food to share,

An exhibition of the Guild trophies & regalia, a history of the guild and handbell ringing
will be in the Church Rooms.

We should try and ring the bells at all 52 towers within the Guild area between 1st Janu-
ary 2023 and Thurs 30th March.

Any ringing you do at a tower during this time please post onto a bell board group:
"Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers — Four Shire Guild 50th Anniversary Celebration Ring-

ing"

Please try and add a group photograph along with the details of the ringing.

Editorial

It seems such a lot has happened in the
last quarter we have had a change of sev-
eral Officers and committee members in-
cluding a new Hon. Secretary, Claire Pen-
ny. Welcome Claire! A few enthusiastic

new pealers and quarter pealers, two first
time pealers, and two first time quarter
pealers, see page 10

Our important celebration arrangements

for the 50th anniversary of the guild refor-

mation is coming up this spring as is the
annual dinner. Our striking competitions

went ahead at the beginning of October.

The Subs are due again; Please update
your contact emails when renewing your
subs this year and do come along to the
regular Saturday practices whenever you
can, we will always accommodate a few
more ringers. Alison Lee.
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Officers and Committee Members of the Guild

President ~_VICE-PRESIDENTS

Mr John Nicholls Mr Chris Povey The Rev Dr Peter Newing )

18 The Bratches Three Ways 36 Born Court Chaplain
Aston Road Wormington, Broadway New Street Rev Dr Peter Newing
Chipping Campden Worc.WR12 7NL Ledbury

Glos GL55 6JS 01386 584388 Herefords HR8 2DX Accounts Examiner
01386 841084 . | 01531 635040 Martin Penny
John.nicholls18b@btintern Chrismpovey@gmail.com

et.com GUILD OFFICERS
Guild Master Ringing Master Hon Secretary Hon Treasurer

Mr Peter Quinn Alison Lee Claire Penny Mr Michael Dane

22 Mountford Close 8 Hinton Road Mock Morris, Boat Lane 28 Newbold Road
Wellesbourne Childswickham Offenham Wellesbourne
Warks CV35 9QQ Worcs. WR12 7HY WR11 8QZ Warks CV35 9QE
01789 840827 07730579065 07903963233 01789 470491
peterquinn22@gmail.com alison.lee.bellringer@ clairepenny99@btinternet  landm.dane@btinternet.com

gmail.com .com

COMMITTEE MEMBERS CCCBR Representative BRF coordinator

Mrs Christina Ireland  Mrs Jackie Hands Mr chris Povey Mr Chris Povey

178 Cheltenham Road 6 New row chrismpovey@gmail.com

Evesham Lower Quinton Guild Peal Recorder

Programme Secretary

Worcs Stratford-on-Avon Mrs Sandra Parker
01386 49965 Warks CV37 8SL bidfordparker@gmail.com Mr Len Morley
Christinaireland46@ ] morleylen@gmail.com
gmail.com Membership Secretary Mrs Christina Ireland
Mr Stuart Cum-

Mr Graham Lee mings Christinaireland46@
8 Hinton Road 8 Orchard Close Safeguarding Officer gmail.com
Childswickham Lower Brailes Health and safety officer
Broadway Banbury Mr Matthew Turvey Mr C Povey
Worcs. WR12 7HY Oxon OX15 S5AH Mid-week Tours

General Contact News letter editor
Mr Len Morley Dr Nicholas Allsopp Mrs Isobel Murphy AIis.on Lee
32 The Hobbins 3 Fosseway Drive Glasfryn 8 Hinton Road
Shipston on Stour Moreton-in-Marsh Great Wolford Childswickham
Warwickshire Glos. GL56 0DU Warks. CV36 5NQ Broadway, WR12 7HY
CV37 4QE 01608 650897 01608 674005 alison.lee.bellringer@

morleylen@gmail.com . i il.
ylen@g allsoppn@googlemail.com Isobel.murphy@Btinternet.com  gmail.com

SUBSCRIPTIONS

FSG subs are due on 1st January 2023. The rates are £5 for adults and £2 for juniors. Please pay as soon after the due date as pos-

sible, an annual subscription is required to retain membership. If paying by cash please use the payment slip at the back of this

Newsletter. Payment may be made to Michael Dane, Hon Treasurer.

THE GUILD’S NEW BANKING DETAILS ARE: Bank, LLOYDS; Acct No,67433862 ; Account name, FOUR SHIRES GUILD; Sort Code,

30-98-97. For ‘Reference’, please insert your name and tower (or unattached), otherwise you and your payment will be untraceable!!

You will not need a receipt, as the bank transfer process allows a copy of the transfer document to be printed off.

PLEASE email updated 2023 contact for circulation of newsletter to landm.dane@btinternet.com
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Welcome,

The Four Shires Guild Committee would like to extend a warm welcome to all our new members who joined us in 2022; we look
forward to seeing you at Guild events.

Please do come along to the Saturday evening practices. | understand that some of you feel that you will ‘not be good enough’ or
will be ‘holding others back,” but that is absolutely not the case. These practices are intended to help people develop their ringing,
and whatever your ability we will aim to ring something to help you progress. If you want to have a go at calling changes or a touch
of something, please let whoever is running the practice know and we will aim to include that too. Of course, what we can ring is
dependent on who is there, so do come along and help make it an exciting practice! The list of practices can be found on BellBoard
(https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/diary.php), on the Guild website (http://merrix.eu/4Shires) and in this Newsletter.

2023 is the 50" anniversary of the re-founding of the Guild, and we would like all the members to be able to join in the celebra-
tions. If you or your tower would like some help to ring something special, please let us know and we will try and sort out whatever
help you need.

and Thankyou,

At the AGM in October several members of the Committee stepped down from their roles. We would like to extend a huge thankyou
to Richard Lewis-Skeath for his hard work as Ringing Master; Steve Bowley for his short but essential term as Guild Secretary; Chris
Mew for guiding us through the ever-changing maze that is Safeguarding and John Wheeler and John Carroll, both long-standing
members of the committee. Your work for the Guild has been invaluable and much appreciated. We look forward to seeing you at
Guild events that you can now enjoy without having the stress of organising them!

Your 2023 Committee is listed in this Newsletter. If you have any questions, ideas for events, or need help of any kind please do
speak to one of them. Claire Penny Hon. Secretary.

Guild Annual Dinner to be held at
THE NORTHWICK HOTEL, EVESHAM, ON 4™ MARCH
7PM for 7:30

TWO COURSES
At £27.50 per person

MAIN COURSE
Roast Beef with all the trimmings
Roast Chicken Supreme
Marinated Pan-Fried Salmon, Crushed New Potatoes, Hollandaise Sauce
Vegetarian Wellington served on a Bed of Herby Mash with Vegetarian Gravy
000
DESSERTS
Cheesecake of the Season
Creme Brulee

Homemade Chocolate Brownie with Ice Cream

Tea/Coffee extra: £3.50 per person
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Four Shires Guild of Bellringers

Minutes of the 2022 Annual General Meeting

The Annual General Meeting of the Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers was held on Saturday 15" October 2022 at the
Church of St Mary, Temple Guiting. The order of the day was The Brazier Trophy followed by the Newing Shield. Sadly
a service was not included. Peter Quinn chaired the meeting.

1 Results of the Striking Competitions:
There were three teams competing for the Brazier Trophy and two teams competing for the Newing Shield.

The judge was Chris Povey.

The Brazier Trophy competition: Newing Shield competition Rise Method Lower
1 Willersey 27 faults 1. llmington 22 faults 31/2 8 101/2
2 Pebworth 12 faults 2. Pebworth 11 11/2  61/2 3
3 Childswickham 31faults

2 Apologies

Richard Lewis-Skeath, Roger Hunt, John Wheeler, Chris Mew, Michael Dane and John Nichols.
3 Minutes of the last AGM 2021
Minutes of the last Meeting (2021): These were published in the January 2020 Newsletter (no. 171).

4 Matters Arising None
5 Elections of Officers

Peter Quinn agreed to stand for another year. Alison Lee agreed to take over the reigns of Ringing Master. Peter Quinn
proposed this appointment seconded by Steve Bowley. Claire Penny agreed to take on the role of secretary. Stuart
Cummings proposed this and Chris Povey seconded.

Chris Mew decided to stand down from the post of safeguarding officer. One of the guild’s newly appointed members,
Matthew Turvey agreed to take on this role.

6 Election of Committee

The new line-up for the committee duly elected is: Jackie Hands Christina Ireland Nick Allsopp Stuart Cummings and a
new committee member Graham Lee. In addition, Len Morley has been co-opted as a committee member and will work
alongside Christina as joint fixtures secretaries.

Chris Povey to carry on as CCCBR representative.

All members were proposed en bloc by Peter Quinn and seconded by Stuart Cummings and carried unanimously by all
present.

AOB

Discussion regarding the timings of the weekly practices was voiced by several members. The main point here was
that the established start time of 7.30pm should remain and there was no reason to alter this. It was stated by several
members that some towers insisted an earlier start of 7pm, but these timings should be the exception rather than the
rule. It was decided to give extra discussion time at the next committee meeting on this subject.

Timings of events seemed to encompass any other business. The second next issue regarding timings was the start
time of this year’s AGM. During the year, the committee discussed a new start time for the AGM. A new start time of
12 noon was mooted. However, due to circumstances beyond the guild’s control, it was felt necessary to start this
year’s AGM at 10am due to a Baptism taking place in the church later that afternoon.

Lastly, there was confusion over the timing of the FSG’s Christmas party at Badsey. It was stressed here that start
times should remain as they were established originally, to avoid confusion. This was also echoed by members gener-
ally regarding the timings of weekly practices, that 7.30pm should remain the established start time.

Thanks to all who provided a wonderful spread of food and to everyone who helped clear up after the event.

Chaplains thoughts

There have been many reasons this summer and autumn for the bells to be rung and the ringers have responded and towers have
been unusually active. There will always be a reason for ringing and the people (well, most of them) have loved to ring on all the
National occasions.

Bells proclaim that the church is there and is an important part of the affirmation of the presence of Christ in our lives. We have
rang for our late Queen Elizabeth and for her successor King Charles for when there will again be much ringing in 2023. Our ring-
ing is an act of service for the community in which we live. Rev.Peter Newing.
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Christmas shenanigans

A mystery reindeer attended the lImington/Mickleton annual
Christmas dinner. He asked the waitress for a doggy bag, even
though he has no dog. Does this ring any bells??

Can anyone identify him?

Four Shires Guild

Badsey Christmas Party

With face paint and a feathered hat, Tim Watkin
led a fantastic rendition, in Latin, of Gaudete a
sacred Christmas carol, at the FSG Christmas
party.

Other fantastic singing worthy of mention came
from tenors Richard Lewis Skeath and Matthew
Turvey.

And soprano Eliza Lewis Skeath singing the des-
cant parts.

Musicians for the evening were Steve Bowley on
Piano, Matthew Turvey on piano accordion and
Richard Lewis Skeath on accordion.
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Four Shires Guild 6

A thoroughly good time was
had by all at the Christmas get
together, those who did not
attend missed a spectacle of

} music and singing which went
on long into the evening. The
party goers supplied their own
selection of food, drink and
raffle prizes and after the fee
for the church facilities was
paid, a sum of £28.61 was
made for the FSG bell fund.
Before the party a good selec-
tion of ringing took place in-
cluding the first time, Father
and daughter, Richard Lewis
Skeath and Eliza had rang a
method together.

Several people took turns to play handbell Christ-
mas carols conducted by Neil Garners computer
programme, not a bad effort for making recognisa-
ble tunes by handbell novices.

Quiz questions

1. If you are plain hunting and you are in 3rds place
at backstroke what place is your next blow in?

2.1n 1677 an early guide to ringing was published. It
introduced two new methods which are now rung as
standard all over the world. One was Grandsire, what
was the other one and do you know what the book
was called?
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THE FOUR SHIRES GUILD OF BELLRINGERS
Minutes of the committee meeting held at Church House, Evesham
on Tuesday 8" November 2022.

Present: Peter Quinn (Chair) (PQ); Alison Lee (AL); Claire Penny (PCP); Chris Povey (CP); Christina Ireland (Cl); Graham Lee (GL); Len
Morley (LM); Michael Dane (MD); Nick Allsopp (NA). In attendance: Roland Merrick (RM)

Apologies for absence
Stuart Cummings (SC), Matthew Turvey (MT)

Agree minutes of the last meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 9" August 2022 were amended as follows:
To show that the meeting was held at Wellesbourne, not Evesham

To show that Peter Quinn tendered his apologies

Reports:

Website

It was agreed that the website should communicate what was going on in the Guild and it would be useful to have a tower list in-
cluding practice nights. It was confirmed that the Guild’s safeguarding and health & safety policies were already on the website,
and it was agreed that it would be useful to add the Guild Handbook and the rules for the various competitions.

ACTION: AL to update Facebook, the website calendar and BellBoard with the Saturday night practices. AL & PCP to informally

chat to members about what they want to see on the website.

Communications

MT via AL suggested using Google Groups for communication within the Guild. He suggested each tower have a nominated corre-
spondent and then information could quickly be disseminated through the members using the Group. It was also agreed that a
committee group would be useful.

Guild Master

PQ said he was holding the Guild Membership Certificates. The intention had been to distribute them at the AGM in October as a
vehicle to get new people to attend the AGM and introduce them to other members, however this had not been done. MD reported
that some members who had been proposed in February still hadn’t paid their subscriptions.

It was agreed that the late change in time and venue for the AGM had not helped the attendance, and that the 2023 AGM should be
in a central location and the certificates for new members would be presented at this.

ACTION: AL, MD & PCP to compile a list of new members and present the certificates at Saturday night practices, preferably at
their own tower.

Secretary
New members: From Tysoe. Proposed by AL, seconded by LM

David Bell
Niels Benatar

Treasurer

MD provided a written report on the Guild’s finances.

There are a number of new members who have not paid subscriptions, and some old members who still owe for 2022. No sub-
scriptions at all had been received from Alveston, Sherbourne or Blockley.

MD reported that the membership list had not been comprehensively updated since the distribution of the newsletter by email had
begun. AL said she had a list of all email addresses used for the newsletter. MD has a list of those still receiving the newsletter in
printed form. It was agreed that more effort should be made to keep in contact with members.

ACTION: AL & MD to work together to produce an updated membership list; AL to check all new members had received the sub-
scription form

Ringing Master
AL reported that the Saturday meetings had generally been well attended with 28 people at the practice at Evesham Bell Tower. It
was confirmed that the certificates for the 2022 striking competitions would be presented at the Guild Dinner.

Safeguarding Officer
Matthew Turvey had expressed a willingness to be the Safeguarding Officer for the Guild.
Proposed by AL, Seconded by CP, Unanimously elected.

Programme Secretary

The Guild’s area of operation is defined by the map on page 1 of the Guild Handbook which was last updated in 2012. CI said this
no longer represented what actually happened and the movement of Guild members. It was noted that the distribution of towers
was significantly weighted towards Worcestershire.

CP reminded the committee that towers in the Four Shires area were eligible for grants from the bell repair fund, and therefore
increasing the area covered would affect the funding.

It was generally felt that the towers within the currently defined area gave enough choice for Saturday practices, and we should try
and arrange events at towers the Guild hadn’t visited for a while. NA & PCP suggested that it would be good to get quiet towers
ringing occasionally.

DECISION: That there should be no change in the Guild’s area of operation and towers for Saturday practices should be
chosen from those on the map in the Guild handbook.

It was agreed at the last meeting that holding the Saturday practices 7-8.30pm could be done on trial basis to be reviewed at this

meeting. It was generally felt that this had caused confusion and not really worked well.
DECISION: Saturday practices should return to 7.30-9pm unless the host Church required another time.
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There was nothing to report from the Newsletter Editor, the Health & Safety Officer or the Peal Secretary

CCCBR Update
CP did not attend the last meeting, but there was nothing of note to report from the minutes.

Bell repair fund:

Prior to the meeting PCP had asked why applications had to be held over for a meeting before being discussed, and CP had explained
it was to allow committee members to read and consider the proposal. PCP suggested that if the application was received in time to
be distributed to the committee a minimum of 4 weeks before a meeting then it could be considered at that meeting rather than be-
ing held over. This was generally agreed.

Having been distributed with the agenda the application from Naunton PCC was considered.
DECISION: It was unanimously agreed to award a grant of £500 to this project.
Proposed by MD, Seconded by PCP

Guild activities:
2023 Tour: ACTION: PQ to contact Richard Lewis-Skeath to find out if he is still interested in organising the 2023 tour.
Minimus competition: The Minimus competition alternates with the Inter-Shires competition, held on the third Saturday in Septem-

ber. DECISION: the Minimus competition to be held on Saturday 16 September 2023. Proposed venue is Wyck Rissington.

LM to look into this.

Peal & quarter peals to celebrate the re-founding of the Guild: March 2023 marks the 50" anniversary of the re-founding of the Guild

after WWII. It was agreed that we should mark this occasion, and after discussion of various options the following were selected:

50 quarter peals rung across the Guild between January and March 2023. A link to be created on BellBoard and special pieces of
ringing other than quarter peals were to be encouraged and linked in the same way. Any tower needing help should contact the
Ringing Master who would organise support.

A quarter peal week 11" - 25" March 2023

A ‘ringing afternoon/evening’ with open ringing, tea and including possible events such as an exhibition of the Guild trophies &
regalia, a history of the guild and handbell ringing. It was agreed that if possible this should be held in Chipping Campdenas
this was where the re-founding meeting took place. The timings suggested were: 4-7pm in the Church Rooms, 7.30pm open
ringing at St James, Chipping Campden and finishing the evening at the Eight Bells Inn. If this was not available the second
choice location was Moreton-in-Marsh.

2023 Dinner: Previously suggested venue was the Northwick Hotel as this had been successful in the past. Cl reported that she was

not able to bring sample menus as they had changes from the one she had initially been given. Prices would be £32.50 for 3 courses

and £27.50 for two courses, plus £2.50 each for coffee. The cost

for the last dinner held was £27.50, including coffee, for three 4

courses. It was noted that a non-refundable deposit was required. ‘ G“E No. S816, 14 Ocsober 2E2

DECISION: After much discussion, mostly around the price, it was ]

agreed to hold it at the Northwick Hotel on 4" March and have

two courses plus coffee. The information about the event to be

put on the website as soon as possible.

Any other business
AGM - 2023 AGM to be help on 21+ October, provisional venue
Todenham

President’s Chain - CP reported that he was looking into getting it
repaired.

Date & location of next meeting

Monday 13 February 2023 at the Parish Centre, Wellesbourne start-
ing at 7pm

New member and fantastic artist Niels Benatar has
had his watercolour featured on the front cover of a
recent Ringing world.

Together with an article by Chris Pickford about the
recent refurbishment of the Tredington bells.

The original watercolour can now be found hanging
in the bell chamber of St Gregory’s church, Treding-
ton. And article No. 5816, 14 October 2022, 970 - The
Ringing World
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From the archives 100 years ago

March 27th 1923 A committee meeting called to arrange the programme for the Spring meeting at Shipston was held at the Rectory,
Moreton, at 6:45pm on Tuesday, representatives being present from Ebrington, Iimington, Moreton, Quinton Shipston, Wootton
Wawen at the request of the meeting, The Rev Dr Holbrook took the chair.

After the minutes had been duly read and accepted, apologies for inability to be present were read from the Rev Canon Heygate, A D
Ager, and G E Hitchcock, also through illness from Mr TH Sheppard of Quinton. The committee decided to adhere to the previous
programme as carried out at Willersey with the exception that the competitions commence at 1:30, instead of 2pm. The chairman
kindly undertook to secure a preacher for the special service, and to lend his assistance in making all necessary arrangements for the
tea. It was proposed by Mr Colley and seconded by Mr Terry that Messer's J D Johnson Of Hinton and James Hemming of Hampton be
requested to act as judges, carried unanimously.

Book of Peals. Proposed by Mr Colley and seconded by Mr Baker that a Record Book of Peals rung by members of the Guild be kept,
with names and full particulars, and that any members objecting to a Peal when published, he should within a month inform the sec-
retary thereof. An amendment to this was moved by Mr C Bird and duly seconded, ‘That the Secretary notify each tower when a Peal
was intended to be rung@, but on being put to the meeting the chairman declared the amendment lost.

A motion by Mr Colley re awarding a certificate to a Tower who wins an event in the competitions other than the ‘Trophy’, was or-
dered to be put on the agenda for consideration at the annual meeting. The Committee instructed the Secretary to have the names of
the 3 towers who have recently joined, inscribed upon the Guilds Trophy.

Votes of thanks to the Chairman and to the Rev Spencer Jones for welcome refreshments and use of the room, closed the proceed-
ings

Four Shires Guild members meet up in Norfolk

In November myself and my brother Michael went on a 5 day coach trip to Norfolk
staying in a hotel at Great Yarmouth right on the sea front. The main reason for going
was to attend the Thursford Christmas spectacular show. We had several days out on
this trip and one of the days was to Sheringham and Cromer. We thought that Cromer
was only 8 miles from north Walsham where George Riseborough ( Norfolk George )
lives, a long standing f.s.g. member we must try and meet up this we did. We arranged
' that George would drive and park up at Cromer parish church in the centre of Cromer.

see attached photo.

St, Peter and St, Paul dates from the 14th century, after falling into disrepair it was
rebuilt in the late 19th century by architect Arthur Blomfield. at 158 ft (48 metres) the
bell tower is the highest in the county. George would say don’t she stand proud?" the
tower has a fine ring of 8 bells the tenor weight being 11-1-9 in the key of f # dated
1874 founder Mears & Stainbank. the tower had a ring of 6 bells till 2014 when the
treble and 2nd bell were added and cast by Whitechapel bell foundry in 2014. The bells
were overhauled by whites of Appleton
2014. Also of note in the tower is the
Norfolk window and in the church are the

vast stained glass windows which com-

memorate various members of the lifeboat crew and other resort features.

After meeting by the church we walked over to the costa coffee shop for a drink,
mince pie and a chat about the times George had with the various guild members

over the years. see attached photo.

George looked very well considering he is in his 91st year. He had a smart poachers
winter coat on and had his f.s.g. badge and woollen jumper on, he said “’he should
be suitably dressed for the occasion’. This year George had a hip & socket replace-

ment operation done and is not ringing at the moment as he has not got his strength

back yet. George wishes his f.s.g. friends, the best of health for 2023.

by Stuart Cummings.

Quiz question 3

What is the difference between a principle and a method?
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Peals, Quarter peals and general ringing

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Sunday, 2 October 2022 in 48m Childswickham, Worcestershire St Mary the Virgin Tenor: 11-3-
26 in F# 1260 Grandsire Doubles 1 Alison Lee 2 Clare Davies 3 Graham Lee 4 Neil Garner 5 Martin Penny (C) 6 Matthew Turvey Rang
to celebrate the birth of his son (6) Henry Turvey also 1st quarter (6)

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Saturday, 22 October 2022 in 2h 45 Todenham, Gloucestershire St Thomas of Canterbury Tenor:
12-2-10 in F 5040 Minor (2m) 2880 Cambridge S., 2160 Plain Bob 1 Roger H Hunt 2 Steve Bowley 3 Sarah L Elliott 4 Robert Tregil-
lus 5 Nicholas K Allsopp 6 Michael Chester (C) First Peal: 3. Birthday compliments to Sarah Elliott and Jane Gilbert.

On Sunday, 23 October 2022 in 42m Ashton under Hill, Worcestershire St Barbara Tenor: 7-1-16 in A 1320 Doubles and Minor (2m)
720 of Cambridge Surprise Minor, 600 of Grandsire Doubles, variable tenor with 10 COM. 1 Isabel Hitchings 2 Barbara Pettit 3
Richard Lewis-Skeath 4 Reg Hitchings 5 Harry Stephenson (C) 6 Neil Garner

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Sunday, 30 October 2022 in 46m Childswickham, Worcestershire St Mary the Virgin Tenor: 11-3-
26 in F# 1260 Plain Bob Doubles Rung for Childswickham’s first benefice service 1 Christopher W Tennant 2 Elizabeth M Tennant 3
Alison Lee (C) 4 Graham Lee 5 Claire Penny 6 Lucy H Tennant Matthew Turvey wishes to be associated with this quarter as he was
unable to ring at the last moment thanks to Lucy Tennant for stepping in to ring

On Sunday, 6 November 2022 in 43m Offenham, Worcestershire St Mary and St Milburgh Tenor: 10-3-2 in F# 1260 Doubles (3m/v)
Plain Bob, April Day, Grandsire 1 Graham Lee 2 Alison Lee 3 Neil Garner 4 Claire Penny 5 Martin Penny (C) 6 Matthew Turvey Remem-
bering our friend Margaret Smith of Gloucester. She will be missed.

On Friday, 11 November 2022 in 51m Offenham, Worcestershire St Mary and St Milburgh Tenor: 10-3-2 in F# 1380 Grandsire Dou-
bles 1 Beccie Williams 2 Graham Lee 3 Alison Lee 4 Neil Garner 5 Claire Penny (C) 6 John Cleveland Rung half muffled as the sun set
on Armistice Day “We will remember them

Worcestershire & Districts Association On Sunday, 13 November 2022 in 30m Bretforton, Worcestershire St Leonard Tenor: 8-3-11 in
F# Call Changes 1 Roger Hunt (C) 2 Bill Boyce 3 Alan Curry 4 Rob Davis 5 John Cleveland 6 Rob Newman Rung half-muffled for the
Remembrance Service.

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Saturday, 26 November 2022 in 42m Harvington, Worcestershire St James Tenor: 8-1-14 in A
1260 Plain Bob Minor 1 Rosemary ) Humphrey 2 Elizabeth M Tennant 3 Rachel D Page 4 David M Jones 5 Harry Stephenson (C) 6
Christopher W Tennant First Quarter Peal of Minor 2.

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Friday, 9 December 2022 in 26m Offenham, Worcestershire St Mary and St Milburgh Tenor: 10-3
-2 in F# 720 Plain Bob Minor Rung for the village Christmas wonderland. 1 Beccie Williams 2 Elizabeth M Tennant 3 Graham Lee 4
Alison Lee 5 Roger Hunt 6 Neil J Garner ©

Worcestershire & Districts Association On Sunday, 11 December 2022 in 2h 43 Worcester St Martin in the Cornmarket Tenor: 6-2-17
in B 5040 Plain Bob Minor 1 Christopher W Tennant 2 Elizabeth M Tennant 3 Nicholas K Allsopp 4 Rachel E Bagley 5 loan B G
Normington 6 David P Bagley (C) First peal- 2 First minor - 1, 4 & 5 In memory of David Hope

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Saturday, 17 December 2022 in 2h 45 Moreton in Marsh, Gloucestershire St David Tenor: 10-0-
14 in G 5088 Alloa Surprise Major Composed by D F Morrison (no. 2267) 1 Nicholas K Allsopp 2 Neil J Garner 3 Steve Bowley 4 Rachel
D Page 5 Robert Tregillus 6 Roger H Hunt 7 Roderic K Bickerton 8 Michael Chester (C) For Advent.

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Tuesday, 20 De- x . s, X

cember 2022 in 41m Willersey, Gloucestershire St
Peter Tenor: 12 in G 1260 Plain Bob Doubles 1 Rekha Hs%
Pitt 2 Roger Hunt 3 Martin Penny 4 George Osborne 5
Robert Chadburn (C) 6 Mark Newbury First quarter
peal 1 For Christmas

4

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Wednesday, 21 : ' _— ]5-4 _‘
December 2022 in 30m Bretforton, Worcestershire St | . d 3 s U 1\“‘ 25 ‘
Leonard Tenor: 8-3-11 in F# Call Changes Roger Hunt ' ‘ ‘
(C) Bill Boyce Fiona Gibson Thea Jenkins Matthew Tur-
vey Rob Davis Nigel Smith John Cleveland Rob New-
man Rung early morning for the Feast of St Thomas
before breakfast at The Fleece Inn and celebrating the
birthday today of George Jelfs of the local band who

unfortunately was not able to ring with us. At The Fleece Inn: (I-r) Lloyd, Thea, Rob D, Matthew, Fiona, Nigel, John, Roger & Bill
On Friday, 30 December 2022 in 43m Offenham, Worcestershire St Mary and St Milburgh Tenor: 10-3-2 in F# 1320 Plain Bob Minor

and Plain Bob Doubles 720 of Plain Bob Minor, 600 of Plain Bob Doubles, 10 COM. 1 Reg Hitchings 2 Elizabeth M Tennant 3 Isa-
bel Hitchings 4 Martin Penny 5 Harry Stephenson (C) 6 Christopher W Tennant First mixed method (2)

s &

On Friday, 30 December 2022 in 42m Ipsley, Worcestershire St Peter Tenor: 9-2-13 in G# 1300 Doubles (2m) 700 of Grandsire
Doubles and 600 of Plain Bob Minor. 1 Elizabeth M Tennant 2 Christopher W Tennant 3 Rosemary ] Humphrey 4 Barry D Humphrey
5 Harry Stephenson (C) 6 Lucy H Tennant

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Thursday, 29 December 2022 in 60m Bidford on Avon, Warwickshire St Laurence Tenor: 14-0-24
in F Call Changes 1 Roger Hunt (C) 2 Bill Boyce 3 Fiona Gibson 4 Marion Jones 5 Sheila Ryan 6 Caroline Leahy 7 Teri Cullum 8 Rob
Davis 9 John Cleveland 10 John Horseman 11 Sandra Parker 12 Clare Davies 13 Rob Newman , continued page 15
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From the Archives 50 years ago
The following are the Minutes of the inaugural meeting that re-started the Four Shires Guild, which happened 50 years ago this com-

ing March. It is, of course, the first entry in the ‘new’ Minute Book, and is remarkably well detailed (as indeed is the description in
the ‘old’ Minute Book of the original formation of the Guild in 1909). CMP

Meeting held on Friday 30th March 1973 at the Church Room, Church Street, Chipping Campden to consider the formation of a
Guild or Society of Ringers in the North Cotswold area.

Prior to the meeting, the following notice was circulated as widely as possible to ringers and other interested persons living within
the area proposed to be covered:-

‘Acting upon suggestions from a number of ringers in the North Cotswold area for the formation of a Guild or Society of Ringers to
actively promote Church Bell ringing generally, but particularly Service ringing, and the raising of standards and conditions for ring-
ing in the area, it has been decided to arrange a meeting on Friday 30" March 1973 in the Church Room, Chipping Campden
(opposite the Eight Bells) to discuss the idea.

You are invited to attend, together with other ringers who live and ring in the area and to whom you are able to pass on this infor-
mation.

For anyone finding difficulty in travelling to Chipping Campden, assistance with transport can be made by contacting any of the peo-
ple named below.

The area it is suggested be covered is broadly bounded by Bledington, The Slaughters, Guiting Power, Didbrook, Offenham, Quinton,

A ) Brazier J W Nicholls L C Dowdeswell

32 Badsey Fields Lane, Guild Cottage The Lodge

Badsey, Evesham Sheep Street Maugersbury Park

Worcs Chipping Campden, Glos Stow-on-the-Wold, Glos

Tel Evesham 830589 Stow-on-the-Wold 30390’

Tredington, Brailes, Hook Norton and Chipping Norton. At the meeting, it is also hoped to show photographs and other records of
the Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers.

Present at the meeting were: Mrs J Holden (Bledington), A C Berry (Pershore), H ] Boulter (Bledington), A J Brazier (Badsey), A H Diston
(Ebrington), L C Dowdeswell (Stow-on the-Wold), C E Evans (Badsey), M F Fairfax (Mickleton), G R Harper (Moreton-in-Marsh), H O Hart
(Chipping Campden), C Holden (Bledington), F Ingles (Willersey), L Joynes (Longborough), ] W Nicholls (Chipping Campden), C M Pov-
ey (Ebrington), Revd R F Rothery (Chipping Campden), F G Rouse (Ebrington), M Steward (Badsey) and W F Wood (Chipping Camp-
den).

Chairman: Mr H O Hart was elected Chairman for the meeting
proposed by A J Brazier, seconded by J W Nicholls

The Chairman outlined the reasons for calling the meeting and referred to The Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers, which was formed
in the early part of the present century, in its heyday sponsoring ringing competitions, but ceasing to function after 1939 when nor-
mal ringing of church bells was not permitted.

A general discussion followed in which reminiscences, and suggestions for a Guild, were made.

Proposed by C M Povey, seconded by G R Harper:

The Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers be re-started

Carried unanimously

Proposed by L C Dowdeswell, seconded by C Holden:
A committee be formed to investigate and put in hand the re-formation of the Guild.
Carried unanimously.

Proposed by L C Dowdeswell, seconded by J W Nicholls:
The Committee be H O Hart (Chairman), A J Brazier (Secretary), with members S E Evans, M F Fairfax, G R Harper, S
C Holden and Revd R F Rothery.
Carried unanimously

After further discussion, the Chairman closed the meeting.
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Learning Methods
By Neil Garner

In the last article, we explored how we can extend Plain Hunt to higher numbers and that the rules used are very
simple and apply to all bells... In this article, we will look at how higher number ringing can be problematic, simply
because of its scale... and how there are methods which can make practice more manageable.

An animated version of this article is also available at https://pebworthbells.wixsite.com/website

Extending Plain Bob

In addition to Bob Doubles, there is also the option of ringing anything from Minimus to Maximus (or even be-
yond!). We know from a previous article that Plain Bob is Plain Hunt with one adjustment on the very last change.
The associated knock-ons of doing this, extends it by the number of working bells as they all cycle around and plain
hunt from all the different positions.

4 / f

3 '\/<’
< = s
Minimus Doubles

In the examples above and right, the important thing is that all have
exactly the same final change in the basic lead, a place in 2nds. Every-
thing else expands from there...

The work is therefore:

Minimus Doubles

2=4, 4=3, 3=2 2=4, 4=5 5=3, 3=2
Royal
2=4, 4=6, 6=28, §=10, 10=9, 9=7, T=5, 5=3, 3=2

At each join, the reversing change creates a dodge (or an extra place for the final odd bell).

Going Big with Little....
As a method is extended, it gets longer because:

. The changes needed by the treble to hunt to and fro will increase.... 10 changes in Doubles, 12 for Minor, 24
for Maximus... and of course that numbers can be doubled for Treble Bob, Delight and Surprise.

° Every extra working bell adds in another lead end, so doubles needs 4 leads, Minor 5, Maximus 11.

As a result, a plain course can vary between 24 changes for Minimus and 528 for Treble Bob/Surprise Maximus...
22 times longer!

This creates massive problems for anyone wanting to practice on higher numbers, because 528 changes on 12 bells
will take 25-35 minutes to ring... so not good for those sitting out!

For those wishing to hone their high number skills, Little Bob can be a very useful option.

Little Bob uses exactly the same rules as Plain Bob, but with one extra addition... the treble is only allowed to go to
4th place.
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lead of Little Bob Minor and Little Bob N
Max, both are only 8 changes long.

The plain course of minor is therefore

8x5 = 40 changes and the Max is 8x11 7
= 88 changes.

In the examples right, we can see a A )ﬁ
<
2

...88 changes will take about the same é
length of time as a touch of Bob Dou-
bles... Far more practical!

Little Bob is more complicated than Plain Bob, because when the treble turns in 4th place, it
momentarily blocks the higher bells from coming down... just as making 2nds place does at
the lead end. As a result, everyone above the treble has to dodge at the half lead as well as
dodging at the lead end.

This in turn means the place bell order is different... 2,5,9,12,8,4,3,7,11, 10, 6. Howev-
er, very few people learn this order simply because each lead is so short!

Ringing Little Bob is done by watching the treble... and applying one simple rule. Don’t dodge with the treble!
Because the treble never goes above 4th place, a dodge is made every 4th change in all the higher places. If you pass
the treble in 3-4, then do not dodge! As normal, if the treble takes you off lead, then make 2nds and lead again. |

f you meet the treble in 3-4, it will be coursing you, so you will have either just done 2nds and be on your way out, or
be on the way in and about to do it. This means you either dodge in 3-4 (on the way in and out) or make 2nds... but
never both on the same trip to lead!

Splicing

This is what the experts do and it all sounds very scary... but actu-
ally, it is not as difficult as it might appear!

Splicing complicated things is definitely for the experts, but Little I—
Bob can be used with Plain Bob as wells many other methods, ei-

ther simple or complicated, and it will truncate them... be it a touch

or a plain course... which makes it incredibly useful!

The nice thing about splicing Plain with Little Bob is that all the

starts are the same... Plain Hunt. After that, it is dodge every 4th

change in Little, with the exception of the rules about the treble. P
When things return to Plain Bob, you will have a whole lead to con-

sider options... so at least 12 changes, and the next work will fol-

low on from the last dodge you did in Little... e.g. 5-6 up at he

change means 3-4 up next.

If you are a keen conductor, then there is a simple rule for splicing

Little with Plain. 1 lead of Little Bob is worth 3 leads of Plain Bob I:)
and 1 lead of Plain is worth 2 of Little. So a simple touch which is

two course long (e.g. bobs at wrong, home, wrong, home) can be
truncated to 2 leads of Plain Bob Max and 12 leads of Little bob

Max. A total of 144 changes, and a saving of 384 changes... and

only 24 changes more than the same touch in Plain Bob Minor!

Splicing does not need to be complicated either... for minor and try

ringing 1 lead of Little Bob and 2 leads of Plain Bob (44 changes)...
or 3 leads of Little and 1 lead of Plain (36 changes)... Both could be
in any order. e.g LPP, PLP or PPL.

Sadly, Little Bob does not work for odd bell methods as it ends up with two separate lines with half the working bells
in each! ...one which includes dodges in 3-4 and the other includes 2nds... Of course, for those that really want to do
this, that is fine and it is called Baldrick Little Bob... but it creates its own set of problems because standard bobs and
singles keep the bells in the same two independent sets!
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GUILD-BADGED CLOTHING
THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE AVAILABLE:-

Polo shirts: £20.00 Full-zip ladies fleece: £33.00
Sweatshirts: £21.00 Half-zip fleece: £37.00
Full-zip fleece: £33.00 Lambswool V-necked sweater: £48.00

In the first instance please email your order to Kathy McCarthy:-khmccarthy@fastmail.fm There are no extra carriage charges on
the prices above. All profits from the sale of clothing go to the Guild Bell Restoration Fund.

Colours: The range of colours can be seen on the Guild’s website, which is http://www.fourshires.org.uk

Some idea of sizing can be gauged from the following:-

(Chest size in inches) Small Medium Large X-large XX-large
Polo shirts 36-38 40 42 44 46-48
Sweat shirts 35-37 38-40 41-43 44-46 47-49
Men'’s full zip fleece 35-37 38-40 41-43 44-46 47-49
Half zip fleece 35-37 38-40 41-43 44-46 47-49
Dress size:

Ladies’ full zip fleece 10 12 14 16 18

DIARY OF GUILD SATURDAY MONTHLY MEETINGS AND EVENTS

2023

JAN 7 th CHILDSWICKHAM 6 tenor 11-3-26 in F # WR12 7HE
JAN 14 th BOURTON ON THE WATER 8 tenor 12-1-22 in F# GL54 2AW
JAN 21 st PEBWORTH 10 tenor 11-3-9 in F# CV378UL

JAN 28 th HALFORD 6, 7-2-16 inA, CV36 5BT

FEB 4 th OFFENHAM 6, 10-3-2 in F#, WR11 8SF (NOTE EARLIER TIME 19:00 UNTIL 20:30),

FEB 11 th CHERINGTON 6 tenor 5-3-22 in B CV365HS

FEB 18 th WINCHCOMBE 8 tenor 11-2-11 in F# GL54 5LU

FEB 25 th HOOK NORTON 8 tenor 20-2-13 in E OX15 5NH

MARCH 4th THE NORTHWICK ARMS HOTEL, EVESHAM, GUILD ANNUAL DINNER WR11 1BT

MARCH 11 th BLEDINGTON 6 tenor 8-0-13 in G OX7 6XD

MARCH 18 th WILLERSEY 6 tenor 12 cwt in G WR12 7PN

MARCH 25 th 50TH ANNIVERSARY RINGING 2:30 UNTIL 4PM CHIPPING CAMPDEN 8 tenor 22-1-18 in Eb

And also at CHIPPING CAMPDEN CHURCH ROOMS OPEN 2:30 UNTIL 7PM GL55 6JG please bring food to
share, an exhibition of the Guild trophies & regalia, a history of the guild and handbell ringing.

APRIL 1 st EVESHAM BELL TOWER 12 tenor 35-2-20 in C# WRT114RW
APRIL 8 th HOLY WEEK NO RINGING
APRIL 15 th WELLESBOURNE 8 tenor 10-0-24 in G CV35 9LT

For any alterations to this programme, check the FSG web-site (http://www.fourshires.org.uk), also BELL-
BOARD website bb.ringingworld.co.uk (diary section)

All are welcome. You do not have to be a FSG member and we are especially pleased if
members of the local band wish to come along and ring. The Guild carries Public Liability insurance
through the Ecclesiastical Insurance Group for all its activities. Non-members attending these activities are
also covered by this insurance, providing they abide fully by the Guild’s Health & Safety and Child Protec-
tion policies. (Both policies now appear on the FSG web-site, so their contents are available to all, whether
members or non-members.)
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BELLFOUNDERS BELLHANGERS
CARILLON BUILDERS
Tower Bells Chimes Handbells Bell ropes
Design service Building work Access systems
Profile matching Restoration Augmentations
Wrought iron clapper repairs

g,

seasd s T LaT o s n WL

The Bellfoundry, Freehold Street, Loughborough,
Leicestershire LE11 TAR, England
Tel: 01509 212241 Fax:01509 263305
Email:office@taylorbells.co.uk

JOHN TAYLOR & CO.

See our website www.taylorbells.co.uk for specifications services and the latest information

The Guild has a Bell
Restoration Fund, from
which the Committee is
empowered to offer
grants towards suitable
aspects concerning rings
of bells within the
Guild’s area of
operation. Such aspects
may include a range of
needs, from
maintenance to
augmentations.

Rules and Constitution
of the Fund are in the
Guild Rule Book, and
application forms are
available from me.
(These forms are email-
able.)

Chris Povey ‘BRF grant
coordinator’

'The ’Festive Fantasia’ gathering of Bretwick-
hamton’ ringers (Bretforton, Childswickham &
Hinton on the Green towers) with Bidford on
Avon ringers to celebrate Fiona’s birthday to-
day - tower bells were followed by refresh-
ments and handbell / tubular bell ringing

r z e
)i

B @B |
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(I-r): Heidi, Fiona’s mum, Fiona, Xenia, John C, Clare,
Bill, John H, Rob D, Ed, Sandra, Roger & Rob N.

Craig Ellis
Managing Director
Fusion Cleaning Services Ltd
Fusion Cleaning Services Lad Free: 0800 6125608
17A Shrub M Industrial Estate Mob: 07802 758159
Sheud Mill Road
Worcester E:
WRA 961 www fusioncleaning. uk

Commercial and Office Cleaning Services
Industrial Cleaning Services

Fusion has cleaned out Hampton, Hinton-on-the-
Green and Evesham Bell Tower belfnes; and recently
at Badsey

NEED A CLEAN-OUT OF YOUR TOWER?
THEN TRY FUSION CLEANING SERVICES

when subscriptions are renewed.

Please ensure your email contact or tower contact information is updated for 2023
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