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Editorial                                   

Glorious front cover photo by Roger Hunt 

at the recent 50th anniversary celebration, 

full story pg 3.                                       

Welcome to a few more new members 

who have recently joined us, young Car-

men aged just 8yrs can be found on pg  3 

trying her hand on the 6cwt 3rd at Chip-

ping Campden.                                  

Readers have all been busy this year; 

Working on 50 ringing things, installing 

and using home dumbells, attending and 

organising tours.  A few first quarter peals 

and ringing by the grave of  Lance Ser-

jeant Thomas K Keeley  who was a ringer 

at Chipping Campden.                         

Saturday practices have remained well 

attended and  the new monthly 12 bell 

practices at Evesham Bell tower have 

proved very popular.                           

Maybe the Guild annual dinner was the 

highlight of this quarter, a chance to 

brush off  the suit, great food, great com-

pany and a speech by Mike Chester presi-

dent of the  Coventry Guild. 

Alison Lee Editor. 

 Refounded 30th March 1973 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS 

FSG subs were due on 1st January 2023. The rates are £5 for adults  and £2 for juniors. Please pay as soon after the due date as 

possible, an annual subscription is required to retain membership. If paying by cash please use the payment slip at the back of 

this Newsletter. Payment may be made to Michael Dane, Hon Treasurer.  

THE PREFERRED METHOD OF PAYMENT FOR SUBS AND DONATIONS IS BY INTERNET BANK TRANSFER.  

 THE GUILD’S NEW BANKING DETAILS ARE: Bank, LLOYDS;  Acct No,67433862 ;   Account name, FOUR SHIRES GUILD;        Sort Code, 

30-98-97. For ‘Reference’, please insert your name and tower (or unattached), otherwise you and your payment will be untraceable!! 

You will not need a receipt, as the bank transfer process allows a copy of the transfer document to be printed off.                

PLEASE email updated 2023 contact for circulation of newsletter to    alison.lee.bellringer@gmail.com 

mailto:alison.lee.bellringer@gmail.com
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CHAPLAIN'S THOUGHTS 

Ringers are not always appreciated by the clergy, who do not realise how much ringers and their ringing associations do to keep 

the bells in ringable condition.  There are 'Belfry Repair Funds' which can be guaranteed to contribute when work needs to be 

done, and this is often carried out largely by the ringers themselves.  There are various other grant making bodies, one of which is 

the National Churches Trust (previously called the Historic Churches Preservation Trust), which is organised from Church House in 

London.  The BBC news presenter, Huw Edwards, is the vice president of NCT.  Their primary purpose is to keep churches open for 

the benefit of local people, but they recently gave a grant of £30,000 towards the repair of a crumbling church tower to a church 

in the midlands. 

They can be contacted at nationalchurchestrust.org or 0207 2220605.  So, why not ask them the next time some major work is 

required.                                                                                                                                                                 Peter Newing 

The 50
th

 anniversary of the refounding ‘bash’ 

 

The Guild was refounded on 30
th

 March 1973 in the Church Rooms at Chipping Campden. Its original founding on October 18
th

 1909 

weathered the changes inflicted on this country’s way of life by WW1, but further changes from WW2 gradually closed it down soon 

after the end of that War. Many relics of the Guild remained in towers, mainly with framed striking competition certificates – there 

were four hanging in the tower at which I learnt to ring. Then, in early 1973, it became known that Tony Brazier from Badsey intend-

ed to restart the Guild if there was sufficient interest, as he believed the Guild’s principles were better suited to the ringers in the 

North Cotswolds and surrounding areas. Tony had investigated the Guild in great detail and intended basing the ‘new’ Guild on simi-

lar lines – if the interest was there. He called a meeting to discuss this possibility. The interest existed and the proposal was second-

ed and carried. The rest is history, as they say. 

The Committee of the present Guild decided a 50
th

 anniversary celebration of the 

refounding should be arranged, ideally in the Church Rooms again, supplemented 

with some ringing at St James Church. The nearest Saturday was chosen: 25
th

 March; 

and at Campden. I’m not sure whether any knew how it would go. But plod on and 

hope some come to make the Rooms hire worthwhile… 

 

The day dawned and it was fine and dry. Further happiness to me at least occurred in 

finding a car parking space at the first attempt within shouting distance of the 

Rooms, which was convenient, as I had to carry the silverware and other bits and 

pieces to place on display. The next happiness was finding Len Morley had already 

arrived to open the Rooms and was organising the tables and chairs along with oth-

ers there. There was an air that something big was about to happen. More people 

piled in and the Rooms began to fill, over 50 people attended between the ringing 

and the Church rooms. Food appeared on the tables, and in now-established FSG 

fashion it was a large and tasty spread, well up 

to the spreads of old that used to mark tradi-

tional ringers’ gatherings. People were chatting 

together and drinking tea or coffee. It was be-

ginning to be a happy, purely social event – no 

official business for discussion or sitting there 

without being able to chat with your neighbour. 

Just a crowd of people having a happy chinwag. 

Neil Garner brought handbells for people to have 

a go at tune-ringing, and many did. If you wanted 

a FSG badge, they were available there, too. Con-

tributions to the tea netted £35, which goes to 

the Guild’s Bells Restoration Fund. 

mailto:nationalchurchestrust.org
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 (above: The President gives his congratulations to the gathering for both the success of the Guild over the last 50 years and to the 

day’s events.) 

 

The Guild’s silverware was on display for people to see it for real, as the items normally only come out for the Annual Dinner. I had 

recently tracked down and displayed at the event the working drawing for the Guild’s original Shield. This Shield was given to the 

Guild in 1930, but has since been lost (last seen just after WW2). Hopefully one day it will be found and returned to the Guild. The 

Guild’s collection of Newsletters from No 1 were there for people to look up some detail of interest. A copy of the Guild’s very first 

Minute Book from the founding meeting October 18
th

 1909 was there to peruse (the original is in Gloucester Archives). 

 

I wondered what those who were at the re-founding 

meeting, but who are no longer with us, would have 

thought had they been able to see what had occurred in 

those 50 years. As one who was there then (along with 

John Nicholls)  I thought it was a huge confirmation of 

Tony Brazier’s vision of what was required for ringing in 

this area – and his determination to provide it and steer 

it through its early years. The Guild is now flourishing 

and taking its place among the big territorial associa-

tions. It is proof that it didn’t ‘die’ soon after WW2 – it 

just went into hibernation. 

 

The meeting certainly felt successful to me. Perhaps we 

should have more ‘purely social’ gatherings in future? 

 

Many thanks of course to those working in the background to make this a success, particularly (and as always) the domestic crew, 

and those who made the arrangements before the event to ensure it was able to happen.                             C M POVEY 

 Most photos and the occasional comment by Roger Hunt.                                                     

(above: John Nicholls enjoys a chin-wag with members over a cup of tea)  

Evesham Bell Tower 

The first of the regular open practices at Evesham bell tower, cohesion between the FSG, WADCRA S/B and the G & B 

was a huge success. Proving very popular for all skill levels, up to 40 people attended, a maximum number for the 

tower. (Mike Chester and a few others may get their wish for raising a band for the 12 bell striking competitions.) If 

you fancy attending it is to be held on the 4th Wednesday evening of the month. Please check with Chris Povey or 

Claire Penny for cancellations and be prepared for short but quality rope time on 12. 

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers — Four Shire Guild 50th Anniversary Celebration Ringing  

Link on Bellboard has been extended to encourage all towers to add their ringing. 

00:01 1st January – 23:34 BST 30th September 2023  
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THE FOUR SHIRES GUILD OF BELLRINGERS 

Abridged Minutes of the committee meeting to be held at the Parish Centre, Wellesbourne  

on Monday 13
th

 February 2023 

Present:  Peter Quinn (Chair) (PQ); Alison Lee (AL); Claire Penny (PCP); Chris Povey (CP); Christina Ireland (CI); Graham Lee (GL); Len 

Morley (LM); Michael Dane (MD); Stuart Cummings (SC) 

 

Apologies for absence – Nick Allsopp 

The minutes of the meeting held on 8
th

 November 2022 were agreed as a true record and signed by PQ 

Matters arising from the minutes – None 

Reports: 

Guild Master 

PQ handed over the membership certificates to AL.  AL to get the certificates signed and organise their presentation. 

Secretary 

The following new members were elected: 

Badsey – Gill Joseph, Sheila Ryan.  Willersey – Robin Johnson, Garry Murphy, Natacha Murphy, Siriol Hunter.  Blockley – Mimi 

Stephens, Matthew Wilkinson, Jaqueline Henderson, Carolyn Williott.  Childswickham – Dave Griffiths, Andy Grelak.  Hinton-

on-the-Green – Marin Raymond, Vicky Green. 

Treasurer/Membership 

MD provided a written report on the Guild’s finances.  It was unanimously agreed that the subscription remain at £5.00.  MD 

reported that the updated membership list had been compiled and gone out to those who needed one. 

The 2022 accounts were presented and accepted unanimously. 

Ringing Master 

AL reported that using BellBoard to advertise the Saturday practices was working well, and that the Saturday meetings were gen-

erally well attended. 

Safeguarding Officer 

AL reported that she believed the transfer of the role from Chris Mew had been completed.   

Programme Secretary  

AL asked that when booking the Saturday practices LM and CI book at least a couple of weeks into the next month so that the 

dates in the magazine go into the next quarter.  It was agreed that this was a good idea and should happen.  Carried for-

ward to next meeting: Review of Saturday evening practices. 

Newsletter Editor 

It was agreed that in the 50
th

 anniversary year of the re-founding of the Guild the newsletter logo should be gold. 

Website & IT 

AL reported that she had been unable to set up the Google Groups.  PCP to ask Martin Penny if he could help. 

The website is still very out of date and the Saturday practices are not showing.  It was agreed it was misleading and did not 

give a good impression.  ACTIION:  PCP to look at different website options for the next meeting. 

Health & Safety – Nothing to report 

Peal Secretary – No report 

CCCBR Update  - CP reported that there had been a request for contact details for the Guild’s training officer.  As there is no 

official post it was agreed that the secretary should be the contact. 

Bell repair fund  

CP reported that there was £5,400 available for grants. 

Guild activities: 

2023 Tour - Richard Lewis-Skeath to organise on the first Saturday in July.  Information to go into the April magazine. 

Minimus competition – carried forward 

Peal & quarter peals to celebrate the re-founding of the Guild - AL reported that the link was available on BellBoard. 

Anniversary event at Chipping Campden - LM reported that he had booked the Church Rooms at Chipping Campden on 25
th

 

March, 2.30-7pm and the Tower for open ringing 2.30-4pm.  The cost of the rooms is £10 per hour. 

CP asked what items would be on display.  It was agreed that the silver items should be there and if possible the minute book 

from then. 

SC and CI informed the meeting that parking may be available at Chipping Campden School depending on what else was going 

on.  CI to co-ordinate refreshments 
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2023 Dinner - PQ informed the meeting that The Northwick Hotel had cancelled the booking for the Guild Dinner due to a short-

age of staff.  Alternative venues that could accommodate us at short notice were the Golden Cross at Ardens Grafton or the 

Beckford Inn at Beckford.  The Beckford Inn offered two choices for each course at £25 per head, plus tea/coffee; the Gold-

en Cross offered 3 choices similar to the original menu at the same price, but including tea and coffee.  Both could accom-

modate us in a separate room, but the Golden Cross had a capacity of 46.  After some discussion it was DECIDED to go to 

the Golden Cross, the decision being based on the more central location and the similarity of the menu to the original. 

ACTION:  PQ to contact the Golden Cross as soon as possible to confirm booking.  PQ and AL to email the new menu to all those 

already booked; advertise the change of venue, new menu, and limited seating widely and inform everyone places will be 

strictly on a first come basis by 20
th

 February. 

2023 AGM – Saturday 21
st

 October at Todenham.  ACTION: LM and PCP to follow up. 

The Old Guild Shield  

CP informed the meeting that the 1920 shield shown in the picture on the back of the 2012 edition of the guild handbook had 

not been seen since World War II, its last probable location being Ilmington.  The Guild of Silversmith’s drawings have now 

been digitised by the Gloucestershire Archives and the original drawings for the shield have been found (attached).  It was 

made in 1920 as a memorial to the Guild ringers killed in World War I, and their names are shown on the drawing.  This 

information has been sent to Alan Regin to add to the records of the History and Archive group of the Central Council.  

Four Shires Clothing 

The lambswool sweater on the website is discontinued, but we had been offered a substitute item which was similar.  It was 

agreed to accept the new item.  It was noted that there were very few sales, just one or two orders per year. 

It was decided to rebadge the clothing for the 2023 anniversary.  As it is for the re-founding of the guild it was considered that 

using the dates would be confusing, so various options were discussed.  ACTION: CP to produce a computerised design. 

Guild Badges are available at £4 each.   

ACTION: AL to take to practices 

Any other business 

SC reported that he had been informed Hilary Bolton of Badsey had not been receiving the newsletter.  There was some confu-

sion around payment of subscriptions as she was not on the list submitted by Badsey tower, however it was unanimously 

agreed that she should receive a copy.  ACTION:  PCP to provide AL with a contact email to add to the distribution list. 

Date & location of next meeting 

Monday 15
th

 May 2023 at Church House, Evesham starting at 7pm 

Four Shires Guild of Bellringers – Financial Report 2022  

 

       The guild operates 2 bank accounts; a Community/Treasurers Account which is our  day to day account for General Funds 

and a Savings Account (which generates a  small amount of interest) which holds the Bell Fund.  

At the end of 2021 HSBC started charging us £5 a month bank charges. As a result we  looked for an alternative and in March we 

opened a Lloyds account with no charges  and over a period of about 6 weeks we transferred all the money from HSBC to Lloyds 

and closed the HSBC account. The Lloyds account provides additional  facilities via a mobile app including being able to pay in 

cheques by photographing  them which means a visit to a bank branch or Post Office is no longer necessary.   

      The General Fund started the year with £761.42 and finished with £906.38. The  income was £1007, mainly from subscrip-

tions (£913). The expenditure was £952,  comprising mainly printing and postage, including printing the flyers (£289), guild  in-

surance (£458.53 ) and CCCBR (£80). The total membership for 2022 was 167 including 8 Life members.  

      The Bell Fund started the year with £5,365.59 and ended with £5,467.17. The income  was £901 from donations, midweek 

tours and advertising. We paid a grant of £800 to  Didbrook. There is one outstanding grant of £500 to Naunton. At the end of 

2022 we  had £4,967.17 of unallocated funds which can be used for grants   

Michael Dane  

Hon Treasurer – Four Shires Guild of Bellringers 

Quiz 

1. What is the usual way of testing rope length? (Having checked with the tower captain of course!) 

2. You are ringing the 3
rd

 to rounds and call changes on 8.  The conductor calls a jump-change from Queens to Kings, how many    

places do you have to move?  

3. What is, currently, the longest peal ever rung?                                                       Claire Penny, Offenham. 
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Treasurer’s Report –February 2023  

 

The following is at Wednesday 8
th 

February:  

 

The Bell Fund currently stands at £5,959.12. We have received £461.00 in donations  (including £40 from last year), £28.61 from the 

Christmas Party raffle and £2.34 in  interest. We have one allocated grant of £500 to Naunton which leaves £5,459 of  unallocated 

funds at this time. 

 

The General Fund bank account currently stands at £1,324.81. Since the beginning of  the year there has been income of 

£517.00 from subscriptions and £68 for clothing.  Expenditure has been £35.73 for printing and postage, £33.40 for CCCBR 

membership (a much lower figure than previously) and £58.83 for clothing.  

 

So far we have 112 members paid this year.  A draft of the 2022 accounts is attached.              Michael Dane,   Hon Treasurer 
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Guild annual dinner at the Golden Cross 

At the last minute a change of venue for the dinner needed the committee to organise an alternative to 

the Northwick arms, when they pulled out of their promise to us just 3 weeks before the dinner. The Gold-

en Cross was sourced by Peter Quinn in double quick time and they did us proud. A fantastic meal was 

served for 42 people, a very successful evening it turned out to be. 

The function room was cosy, the food hot, tasty and plentiful. The social chatter enjoyed by all. An inter-

esting array of raffle prizes raised money for the guild bell fund. 

Our speaker for the evening was the infamous Mike Chester, Pres-

ident of the Coventry Guild, tower captain of Allesley, Coventry, 

who embraces ringing at all levels. He has a propensity for peal 

ringing, (he conducted my first peal) and has established his own 

personal website dedicated to the church bells of Warwickshire 

https://warksbells.co.uk/ 

Mike is a really good speaker, he gave a humorous speech about 

a few things relating to the guild. He engaged the audience from 

the start with his game of Chester Bingo!    He admits this idea 

came from Geoff Boycott’s Test match special as he had a habit of 

repeating some phrases when commentating on matches. A lis-

tener invented the game of ticking off phrases on a bingo card 

until you got a full house.  

Mike spoke a little about his upbringing 

and background and went on to reference 

writings from Shakespeare as a ‘’possible 

Nostradamus of bell ringing’’- Was he a 

gifted seer?  

‘’O fie! The treble jars’’-Taming of the 

Shrew.’’ He must have been thinking of 

Elmley Castle-get the new one hung, Ste-

ve! 

mailto:https://warksbells.co.uk/
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’A cough Sir, which I caught with ringing in the Kings affairs, upon his Coronation day, Sir.’’-Henry iv. I see 

that Chris Povey has been re-elected as Tower Captain at Evesham!! 

‘’...and I shall take such order, that thy friends shall ring for thee’’-Henry iv. Predicting that the Ringing 

Master has been able to get bums off seats! 

Mike went on to sing the praises of the FSG and what it does for the ringers in this isolated neck of the 

woods, he highlighted that members could have a 2 hour round trip to main county guild events and 

therefore how important a job it has working cohesively with other guilds that overlap the area. 

Spurred by a Facebook picture of the FSG badge and a rhetorical comment on Facebook that the Guild had 

not ‘aspired to much’ Mike went on to clarify that the Guild has indeed aspired to many things. 

They meet together every single week on a Saturday and monthly Thursday’s (Branch practices five times a 

month!) attracting high numbers of ringers both experienced and inexperienced to help ringers improve 

and to stay together socially. He commented on the high number of people at the annual dinner wanting 

to get together socially which he reported. ’This type of event has fallen off many social calendars but not 

that of the FSG.’’ 

Pam Copson from the FSG who sadly is no longer with us was given a mention for her books and leaflets 

written in a style that reached out to the learners and are still readily sold. 

So in essence and in response to a flippant comment on Facebook is the FSG successful? Mikes response 

was definitely yes. It simply gets on with doing what it does best, giving people a chance to ring with oth-

ers on a regular basis and meet socially, some ringers will go on to ring extremely difficult methods very 

well but they could only do this after opportunities had been given to them to learn the basics. 

He finished with a toast to ‘’The Four Shires Guild.’’          

We thank Mike for his supportive and congratulatory words to our Guild and long  may the friendship he 

has with many of our members continue to entertain us. 

This was followed by the usual awards from the October striking competition and grand raffle. 

 

The Newing Shield Presented by our President 

John Nicholls and received by Neil Garner for Peb-

worth 

One of the raffle prizes received by Mike 

Chester 

‘’Now I know what to do with all my old peal 

compositions!’’ 



 

    Four Shires Guild                                             10                                   Newsletter 176,  April  2023 

The runners up in the Newing shield  have the 

Spencer Jones Cup presented by our Vice-

President Chris Povey to Bill Nash of Ilmington 

Presentation of the cup for the Brazier tro-

phy by Chris Povey and received for Peb-

worth by Pat Bell 

The Ringing Masters Merit award this year presented by Alison Lee and received by the Fladbury team  for 

their efforts in recruitment of a new team, sourcing their own ringing tuition, taking on individual roles 

necessary to run their tower and their ringing and becoming fully immersed in ringing life including join-

ing the Four Shires Guild. 

Alison Lee,  Editor.                                                   Photos and the occasional comment by Roger Hunt. 
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                                     Learning Methods 

                                                               By Neil Garner 

On looking back at previous articles, I note I promised help with Bobs and Singles, but got side-tracked and never actually wrote the 

article… so here it is! 

If you want to find out more about learning methods, (including how to deal with Bobs and Singles in specific methods) lots more 

help is available at https://pebworthbells.wixsite.com/website/ 

Why we need Bobs and Singles… 

The art of change ringing is to extract as much of the ‘music’ (different changes) from the patterns we call methods, without repeat-

ing anything. However, there is one major issue with this… trying to remember a complete line which could do this would be near 

impossible to do for anything more than minimus or doubles as the number of changes grows exponentially. 24 for minumus, 120 

for doubles, 720 for minor, 5040 for triples…. 

A plain course of Plain Bob doubles is 40 changes long and therefore extracts 1/3rd of the 120 possible changes, however by the 

time we double the number of bells to Royal, the plain course has grown to 180 changes, but that only represents 1/25,000th of the 

possible changes… a tiny, tiny fraction! 

If you then start thinking about all the lovely changes we like and would want to include in our performances (variations on Queens, 

Whittingtons, Tittums, roll-ups, etc), the chances of extracting any of them becomes about as likely as winning the lottery… Not 

Good! 

However, all is not lost… this is where Bobs and Singles come in. They allow us to switch a number of bells around and thus extract 

more of the music… and a good composition will do just that, working carefully to not only follow the rules of not repeating, but to 

keep returning to the rich seams of desirable music, as often as possible as the permutations on higher numbers grow. 

When you select a composition, many will provide details of the ‘music’ extracted… for doubles and minor, the figures will be largely 

static and irrelevant, as all the possible changes will be rung and therefore it is difficult to get more of less music… however as the 

number of bells grows and the possibilities expand exponentially, the art of the composer comes into its own. The very best QP com-

positions might get to figures of 400+ desirable changes for the most musical methods… meaning that around a third of the chang-

es are notable… a poor composition might only manage 50-100… a lot of effort for very little pleasure!  

What are Bobs and Singles? 

Generally, Bobs and Singles are just one change applied at a lead end, which will switch the coursing order around and stop a meth-

od repeating at the end of a course. The difference between Bobs and Singles is that a Bob will move three bells in the coursing 

order and a single will only one pair - hence the name! 

At this point, it is worth mentioning that this does not apply to Grandsire… an ancient (and beautiful) method which does not fol-

low any of the standard rules! (see article from March 22) 

How a Bob or Single works technically, will depend on the method, but for the vast majority of the common repertoire, it is actually 

very uniform. At a Bob a ’14’ place notation will be applied instead of the usual ’12’ notation and at a single a it is a ‘1234’ nota-

tion. 

So lets look at what this actually means… 

• Most will recognise the standard lead-end where a 

bell makes 2nds place and everyone else dodges. It is 

called a ’12 lead-end’ because bells 1 and 2 are static 

and do not swap…  

 

• At the ’14 Bob’ lead end, it is the treble and bell in 

fourth place that remain static. This has knock on effects 

on the two bells in-between… so three bells in total are 

affected by the call. 

 

• The 1234 ‘Single’ keeps the front four bells static, 

so combines both the standard lead and the Bob lead at 

the same time. The result is that only the bells in 3rd 

and 4th place are affected. 

mailto:https://pebworthbells.wixsite.com/website/
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The Bob in more detail….  

We have already mentioned that a Bob will affect 3 bells… that is true for almost all methods and on any number of bells. As a re-

sult, in doubles, all but one of the working bells are affected… the bell making 4 blows in 5ths being that exception and it is why we 

refer to this bell as being the ‘observation bell’. 

In minor, two bells will be unaffected… both are at the back dodging in 5-6. 

In triples it will be three unaffected bells and in major four… By the time you 

get to maximus eight bells will be unaffected. 

In the adjacent diagram, you can see the three affected bells along with the 

treble… 

• The bell which is leading just before the bob no longer makes a place 

and as a result plain hunts across the lead end away from the front. It be-

comes 3rd place bell… we refer to this as ‘running out’.  

• The which has just left lead will make 4ths (becoming 4th place 

bell)  and return to the front… this is called ‘making the bob’. 

• The bell which is about to dodge 3-4 down, no longer dodges, it hunts 

straight through to the front, becoming 2nds place bell… described as 

‘running-in’. 

The Single in more detail…. 

At a single, the bell making seconds is no longer affected and continues to 

make seconds as normal, so it is only two bells that are affected. 

• The bell which has just left lead will still make 4ths (becoming 4th place 

bell)  and return to the front… so strangely, it still ‘makes the bob’. 

 

• The bell which is about to dodge 3-4 down will make thirds and become 

3rd place bell. This is referred to as ‘making the single’.  

 

It is worth noting that at a single, both of these bells make two blows over 

the same bell… for those worrying about what to do next, this can be a mo-

ments relief from the struggle with rope sight! 

For 6th place methods… (e.g Kent Treble Bob or Bristol Surprise, singles may be 1456 or 1678… but that is a rarity for the most 

advanced peal ringers… so we will quietly skip that issue! 

 

Coursing Orders… 

In previous articles, we have talked about coursing orders… this is the 

order in which bells move from front to back or the order in which they 

do blocks of work. It is also the order you pass them as you too move 

around.   

This can neatly be shown using a circle. All methods have a coursing or-

der… beware - it may be different from the place bell order, particularly in 

more complex methods. 

Right are the coursing orders for Plain Hunt Minor, Plain Bob Major, York-

shire Surprise Royal and Cambridge Surprise Maximus… you will see that 

all are very similar… up the evens, down the odds!  

The coursing order will never change in a plain course, only the treble will 

move depending on which place bell you are… 

If we now examine what happens at a bob or single, we will see how the 

coursing order changes… 
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When a bob is called, it will always be the same three bells affected… the first 

bell and the last two in the order… with respect to the treble. 

• 24653 becomes 54632 

• 246809753 becomes 546809732 

In minor that only leaves two unaffected bells, but with maximus, it leaves 8! 

As a result, in most quarters and peals on higher numbers, the back bells are 

‘observation’ and only ring plain courses… often with just the front 3, 4 or 5 

bells being affected. 

A single is even simpler in many respects… as it only affects two bells. They 

are the first and penultimate bells in the order… 

• 2468753 becomes 5468723 

• 24680TE9753 becomes 54680TE9723 

Many teachers will tell you not to learn or remember the number patterns/coursing orders… this is good advice for doubles and 

minor, because almost everything changes at each call, but actually coursing orders are very useful with larger numbers of bells, 

because it is likely that several bells will stay in sequence and this makes rope sight so much less demanding… particularly when 

there are so many to choose from! 

How are Bobs and Singles used? 

For the most experienced composers, calls are a clever means to extract the 

desired music, but for ordinary ringers at a practice, understanding basics of 

how to use Bobs and Singles can be useful. 

3 bobs called one whole course apart will always extend a method to three 

courses (call yourself unaffected!). Calling every lead, they will create a bob 

course which will depend on the place bell order. If the place bell order is the 

same as the coursing order, then it will require one bob for each unaffected 

bell plus one more to bring it around. i.e 3 for minor, 5 for major, etc.. Miss-

ing the ‘plus 1’ e.g 2 consecutive Bobs in minor or 4 in major, replacing it 

with a plain lead will provide three times the changes, calling replacing two 

bobs with plains will provide double the changes.                                     

Singles placed one course apart will double the length. Singles are very im-

portant in Plain Minor, because without them, it is impossible to extract more than 50% of the changes. 

A Strategy for ringing Bobs and Singles… 

Make sure you know your place bells and starts… (if in doubt it is 

probably plain hunt - at least initially!)  

At a Bob, 

• Coming to 3-4 down… run in and become 2nd pace bell. 

• If you are leading… run out and become 3rd place bell. 

• Coming to 3-4 up… make the Bob, you become 4th place bell. 

• All others are unaffected. 

At a single, 

• Coming to 3-4 down… make the Single, become 3rd place 

bell. 

• Coming to 3-4 up… make the Bob, become 4th place bell. 

• All others are unaffected. 
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Quarter peals, peals and general ringing of note. 

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Saturday, 7 January 2023 in 59m Elmley Castle, Worcestershire St Mary Tenor: 17 in E 1440 

Plain Bob Minor 1 Isabel Hitchings 2 Harry Stephenson 3 Reg Hitchings 4 Richard Lewis-Skeath 5 Neil Garner (C) 6 Steve Bowley 

Rung for epiphany.  

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Saturday, 7 January 2023 in 40m Great Comberton, Worcestershire St Michael Tenor: 8–2–16 in 

B♭ 1260 St Clement’s College Bob Minor 1 Reg Hitchings 2 Isabel Hitchings 3 Harry Stephenson 4 Steve Bowley 5 Neil Garner 6 

Richard Lewis-Skeath (C)  

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Saturday, 7 January 2023 in 46m Kemerton, Worcestershire St Nicholas Tenor: 12 in F♯ 1296 

Cambridge Surprise Minor 1 Isabel Hitchings 2 Harry Stephenson 3 Richard Lewis-Skeath 4 Reg Hitchings 5 Steve Bowley 6 Neil 

Garner (C)  

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Saturday, 7 January 2023 in 43m Overbury, Worcestershire St Faith Tenor: 9–1–21 in A♭ 1260 

Plain Bob Minor and Mixed Doubles (3m) 720 of Plain Bob Minor, 240 each of St Simon’s and St Martin’s Doubles & 60 of Plain 

Bob Doubles, 10 COM. 1 Steve Bowley 2 Richard Lewis-Skeath 3 Rachel D Page 4 Neil Garner 5 Harry Stephenson (C) 6 David M 

Jones  

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Saturday, 14 January 2023 in 3h 7 Hallow, Worcestershire St Philip and St James Tenor: 21–2–17 

in E 5088 Yorkshire Surprise Major Composed by D F Morrison 1 Raymon A Sheasby 2 Nicholas K Allsopp 3 Roger H Hunt 4 Neil J 

Garner 5 Robert Tregillus 6 Steve Bowley 7 Roderic K Bickerton 8 Michael Chester (C) 200th peal: 2.  

On Saturday, 14 January 2023 in 53m Alderton, Gloucestershire St Margaret Tenor: 9½ in A 1401 Doubles (25m/v) Plain Bob, Old 

Bob, St Augustine, Grandsire, April Day, St Simons, St Martins, St Osmund, Eynesbury, St Paul, St Alban, St John the Evangelist, 

St Ambrose, St Leonard, Eynsham, St John the Baptist, St Ninian, St Nicholas, Winchendon Place, St Miles, St Giles, St John, 

Lapley, Reverse Canterbury & South Reps 1 Steve Bowley 2 Isabel Hitchings 3 Neil Garner 4 Reg Hitchings 5 Harry Stephenson (C) 

6 Paul Stephenson  

On Monday, 6 February 2023 in 50m Evesham, Worcestershire The Bell Tower Tenor: 14–2–26 in F♯ 1260 St Clement’s College Bob 

Minor 1 Richard Lewis-Skeath 2 Isabel Hitchings 3 Mike Seagrave 4 Steve Bowley 5 Reg Hitchings (C) 6 Harry Stephenson  

On Friday, 17 February 2023 in 52m Evesham, Worcestershire The Bell Tower Tenor: 14–2–26 1260 Grandsire Caters 1 Harry Ste-

phenson 2 Jeanette Owen 3 Stella C Smith 4 Claire Penny 5 Nicola Piper 6 Andrew D Evans (C) 7 Chris Seers 8 Rachel D Page 9 Stuart 

D Piper 10 Roger H Hunt In memory of our friend Madeline Reeder  

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Saturday, 18 February 2023 in 41m Childswickham, Worcestershire St Mary the Virgin Tenor: 11

–3–26 in F♯ 1260 Doubles (9m/v) 300 of Plain Bob & 120 each of St Simons, St Martins, St Leonards, Austrey, Seighford, April 

Day, Eyensham & Elford 1 Rob Newman 2 Neil Garner 3 Alison Lee 4 Martin Pen-

ny 5 Harry Stephenson (C) 6 Tim Watkin First Quarter Peal (6) Most methods and 

variations (3)  

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Sunday, 19 February 2023 in 41m Ashton 

under Hill, Worcestershire St Barbara Tenor: 7–1–16 in A 1260 Plain Bob Doubles 

1 Alison Lee 2 Graham Lee 3 Harry Stephenson 4 Claire Penny 5 Martin Penny (C) 

6 Gill Joseph This performance included a first quarter-peal ringer on bell 6 

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Saturday, 25 February 2023 in 3h 6 Badsey, 

Worcestershire St James Tenor: 15–0–4 in F 5088 Badsey Surprise Major Com-

posed by D F Morrison 1 Roger H Hunt 2 Neil J Garner 3 Rachel D Page 4 Robert 

Tregillus 5 Henry J Stephenson 6 Steve Bowley 7 Nicholas K Allsopp 8 Michael 

Chester (C) Rung in memory of Phyllis Brazier, former Guild Vice President, and 

Robert Hall, past ringers at Badsey.   

On Sunday, 5 March 2023 in 50m Blockley, Gloucestershire St Peter and St Paul Tenor: 17–0–6 in F 1260 Grandsire Caters 1 James 

M Joynson 2 Rachel D Page 3 Robert Chadburn 4 David M Jones 5 Richard Lewis-Skeath 6 Harry Stephenson (C) 7 Neil Garner 8 Steve 

Bowley 9 Andrew D Evans 10 Nick Allsopp First quarter on 10 (4)  

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Monday, 13 March 2023 Hinton on the Green, Worcestershire St Peter Tenor: 10–1–8 in G Call 

Changes by Clare Davies, Round and Call Changes to Queens 1 Holly Grinnell 2 Charlie Griffiths 3 Martin Raymond 4 Vicky Green 

5 Andy Grelak 6 Martin Robins Rung for the Four Shires 50th Anniversary   

 Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Thursday, 16 March 2023 Aynho, Northamptonshire St Michael Tenor: 16–1–20 in F 168 Grand-

sire Triples 1 Toby 2 Isobel Murphy 3 Brenda Parr 4 Cathy Dixon 5 Chris Seers 6 Jenny Ball 7 Paul Evans 8 Nicholas Parr (C) Fondly 

remembering Robin Green, a regular attendee of these tours, who never believed we would ever get these bells for our monthly ring-

ing  

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Thursday, 16 March 2023 Bloxham, Oxfordshire Our Lady of Bloxham Tenor: 26–3–7 in C♯ Call 

Changes Sue Tompsett Chris Seers Jenny Ball Sandra Parker Sue Bacon Keith Abbott Keith Murphy Len Morley Joy Pluckrose (C) Rung 

as part of our monthly tour in loving memory of Ian D Thompson of Allesley, who was a regular attendee on these tours.  

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Thursday, 16 March 2023 Bloxham, Oxfordshire Our Lady of Bloxham Tenor: 26–3–7 in C♯ 139 

Grandsire Triples 1 Isobel Murphy 2 Isabel Hitchings 3 Brenda Dixon 4 Reg Hitchings 5 Gerald Trevor 6 Simon Dixon (C) 7 Paul 

Evans 8 Peter Harris Rung as part of our monthly tour in loving memory of Ian D Thompson of Allesley, who was a regular attendee 

on these tours.  

Ashton under Hill 
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Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Saturday, 25 March 2023 Shipston on Stour, 

Warwickshire St Edmunds Call Changes, Plain Bob Fran Hudson Kathy McCarthy 

Ruth Travis David Hudson Gerald Phillips Gerald Smith Stuart Cummings Michael 

Cummings Len Morley                                                                                        

Shipston on Stour Ringers dedicated practice to the 50th anniversary of the reform-

ing of the Four Shires guild of Bellringers  

Worcestershire & Districts Association On Saturday, 25 March 2023 in 2h 50 Bret-

forton, Worcestershire St Leonard Tenor: 8–3–11 in F♯ 5056 Cambridge Surprise 

Major Charles Middleton 1 Steve Bowley 2 Rachel D Page 3 Simon E Adams 4 D 

Rose W Horton 5 Roger H Hunt 6 Stephen W Horton 7 Gordon R Birks 8 Richard J 

Clements (C) Rung to mark the 200th Anniversary of the casting of the back 6 bells 

(attributed to Jasper & Nathaniel Rees Westcott of Bristol). Congratulations also to 

The Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers as they celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the 

re-forming of that Guild (30.3.73).  

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Sunday, 26 March 2023 Todenham, Gloucestershire St Thomas of Canterbury Tenor: 12–2–10 in 

F 120 Plain Bob Doubles 1 Elizabeth Royle 2 Keith Murphy 3 Isobel Murphy (C) 4 Jane Gilbert 5 Nicholas Allsopp 6 Rob Stansbury To 

celebrate the 50th Anniversary pf the reforming of the Four Shires Guild on 26th March 1973.  

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Sunday, 26 March 2023 in 20m Bretforton, Worcestershire St Leonard Tenor: 8–3–11 in F♯ Call 

Changes 1 Roger Hunt (C) 2 Bill Boyce 3 Sheila Ryan 4 Gill Joseph 5 Christina Ireland 6 Tom Sandham Rung before the Benefice Eu-

charist by Bretforton & Badsey ringers (2+4).  

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Sunday, 26 March 2023 

Brailes, Warwickshire St George Tenor: 29–0–19 in C Service 

Ringing Rounds and Call Changes Michael Cummings Gerald 

Phillips Ian Haycock Len Morley Martin Guy Simon Haycock Stu-

art Cummings. Dedicated to the 50th anniversary of the re-

forming of the Four Shires Guild of bell ringers. 

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Wednesday, 29 March 2023 

in 50m Tredington, Warwickshire St Gregory Tenor: 16–1–20 in 

D 1260 Plain Bob Doubles 1 Kathryn McCarthy 2 Richard H 

Budd 3 Isobel Murphy 4 Sarah Elliott 5 Claire Penny (C) 6 Keith 

Murphy Rung to mark the 50th Anniversary year of the reestab-

lishment of the Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers on 30th March 

1973. Also rung with good wishes to Martin Taylor-Reid on his 

Birthday.  

Photo (L-R) Keith, Isobel, Claire, Kathryn (Kathy), Richard & Sarah  

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Wednesday, 29 March 2023 Tysoe, Warwickshire Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Tenor: 

12–0–18 in F Rounds and Call Changes 1 Ruth Travis 2 Jane Millward 3 Kathryn McCarthy 4 Nigel Dick 5 Graham Oliver 6 David Bell 

Rung to mark the 50th Anniversary of The Four Shires Guild Re-launch Celebrations  

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Thursday, 30 March 2023 in 46m Hinton on the Green, Worcestershire St Peter Tenor: 10–1–8 in 

G 1280 Yorkshire Surprise Major 1 Alison Lee 2 Rachel D Page 3 Nick Allsopp 4 David M Jones 5 Roger Hunt 6 Steve Bowley 7 Neil 

Garner 8 Harry Stephenson (C) Wishing Rachel a Happy Birthday today  

On Wednesday, 15 March 2023  

New Irish Farm Cemetery, Ypres, Belgium 120 Kent Treble Bob Royal  

1–2 David L Sparling (C)  

              3–4 David A Warwick  

              5–6 Paul A Cammiade  

              7–8 Adam Kilgour  

                9–10 Simon A Rudd  

 

Rung by the grave of 238010 Lance Serjeant 

Thomas K Keeley of the Gloucestershire 

Regiment, died 19th August 1917, aged 29. 

Thomas was a ringer at Chipping Campden 

and a member of the Four Shires Guild. 

Lance Serjeant Thomas Kilby Keeley, Chipping Campden, Four Shires Guild. Died 

19/08/1917 age 29. Gloucestershire Regiment 2nd/4th Bn. Service No.238010. Com-

memorated at New Irish Farm Cemetery, Belgium, Grave XXI. E. 6. Son of James Keeley 

and Mary Ann Keeley of Chipping Campden, Gloucestershire. Husband of Agnes Ellen 

Keeley of Church Cottage, Chipping Campden, Gloucestershire. It appears he initially 

served with the 1st / 5th Battalion of the Gloucestershire Regiment, they arrived in 

France 29/03/1915, which ties in with his medal card. It appears that his initial period 

of service with the Territorial Army expired, and he returned to England. He later joined 

2nd / 4th (City of Bristol) Battalion, Gloucestershire Regiment, and it was while he was 

serving with them that he died. Born: Chipping Campden, Gloucestershire. Enlisted: Bristol. Resided: Unknown.  

Shipston 
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Archives from 50 years ago  

 

Minutes of a Committee Meeting held on Friday 13
th

 April 1973 at The Maines, Evenlode. 

Present::- HO Hart (Chairman), AF Brazier, CE Evans, GR Harper, and SC Holtom. 

Apologies:   Apologies were received from MJ Fairfax and Revd RJ Rothery. 

Rules: 

A draft set of rules submitted by the Secretary was considered. After discussion at length, a final draft was agreed for presentation 

to the Annual General Meeting. 

Legal: 

The legal position concerning the Guild, in view of the lapse of time since previous activities and the existence of the Shield and 

silver Cup used in ringing activities was discussed, and it was agreed to leave the matter with the Secretary to take any necessary 

action and report to the next Committee meeting. 

Saturday practices: 

It was agreed to continue the existing arrangements, with one Saturday in a month at an eight- 

bell tower and the remaining Saturday at first on six-bell towers. 

Annual General Meeting:  

It was agreed to hold the Annual General Meeting on the 27
th

 October 1973, Secretary to make the necessary arrangements. 

Next Meeting:  

The next meeting to be arranged by the Secretary to take place two or three weeks prior to the Annual General Meeting. 

(Signed)      Henry O Hart,     16th October 1973 

Archives from 100 years ago  

28
th

 April 1923 

The Spring meeting of the guild was held at Shipston, on Sat 28
th

 April, 1923. The procedings commenced with the competition at 

1;30pm in which 6 towers took part, namely, Wootten Wawen, Ilmington, Ebrington, Willersey, Moreton, Blockley. 

After which a special service was held in the Parish Church, when an impressive sermon was preached by the vicar of Long Compton. 

At 5:15 members and friends met at ‘’The Hostel’’ where they sat down to a meat tea, kindly provided by our Shipston friends. On a 

count 72 were found to be present. This was followed by the annual business meeting, when the Rev Dr Holbrooke was voted to the 

chair. 

After the minutes had been read and accepted by the meeting, a letter was read from the Rev W.J.Guerrier, in which he stated he was 

prevented from attending through illness in the family, the news was received with much sympathy by the meeting. 

The Secretary presented the balance sheet, which showed a balance in hand of £4-0-11. This the sec. explained would be augmented 

by another £2-4-0, when the cost of 22 unsold badges was realised. In submitting the annual report the sec. announced that 3 more 

towers had joined the Guild since the last meeting, which had brought us 2 honorary and 28 ordinary, new members. These had 

been secured for the guild by the untiring efforts of Mr Horace Terry. The Sec. also reported that the necessary inscriptions relating 

to the 3 new towers had been added to the others on the ‘’shield.’’ 

The report balance sheet was adopted on the proposition of Mr S.Bennett & seconded by Mr Colley. The next business was the elec-

tion of officers, and Mr H.Evans was unanimously re-elected as Treasurer. Mr A.White having decided not to seek re-election as Sec-

retary (which office he had held for 11 years,) Mr H.Terry and Mr H Withers were nominated to fill the vacancy, and on a show of 

hands 31 voted for Mr Terry and 29 for Mr Withers. The first-named was therefore declared elected Secretary. The Chairman ex-

pressed on behalf of the members, their appreciation of his past services to the retiring Secretary. 

The results of the competitions was then given by the 2 judges (Messers Johnson & Heming) as follows. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The average for the day being 163, this number of points would be allotted to Shipston as the non-competitive tower.  On the prop 

of Mr Colley, Sec by Mr Sabin, it was decided to hold the next meeting at Wootten Wawen on Sat, Oct 27th. 

It was proposed by Mr Colley, Seconded by Mr Boswell and carried, that every tower taking part in the competitions, should in future 

receive one of the smaller certificates, with the results shown thereon. The recommendations of the committee regarding the award-

ing of a large certificate to the tower securing the second highest number of points during the year, and also that a Record Book of 

Peals rung by members be kept, was duly confirmed by the meeting. Votes of thanks to all who had helped with the tea, to the judg-

es, and to the Rev Dr Holbrooke for his services in the chair, brought to a close a highly successful meeting.                             

Signed:- Mr J. Guerrier. (Vicar of Ebrington.) 

Rising & Falling 

Wootton Wawen 18 % 

Ilmington           91 % 

Ebrington           26 % 

Willersey             63 % 

Moreton              63 % 

Blockley              71 % 

Call Changes 

    63 % 

    90 % 

    73 % 

    93 % 

    70 % 

    66 % 

Method 

10 % 

95 % 

Not compete 

91 % 

Dis 

Not compete 

Total 

91 

276 

99 

247 

133 

137 
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Gill and Kathy’s Ringing Tour – Saturday 25
th

 February 2023 

    It was on a bright but chilly February morning that saw 28 ringers from Tredington, Tysoe, Kineton and other local towers of 

mixed abilities and experience head into the Cotswolds to begin a ringing tour of 4 churches, all in the Four Shires Guild area.  Six 

of us have recently taken up the 50 Ringing Things Challenge and we agreed that the ringing tour arranged by Gill and Kathy would 

provide us with an ideal opportunity to add four more towers to our Ring at 50 Different Towers 

challenge. 

  The sun shone weakly and with a chill wind in the air we entered 

our first stop – St Mary at Childswickham, Worcestershire. St 

Mary’s is a 13
th

 century church with remains from the 12
th

 centu-

ry.  There are 6 bells with the earliest from 1680 installed by 

founder Richard Keene and the most recent 3 bells being installed 

by John Taylor & Co in 1892.  The tenor bell, which is one of the 

Taylor bells is 11 cwt. 

  We were greeted at the church door by Alison (the editor of this 

newsletter) and then paid our dues to the organisers Gill and 

Kathy.  We then proceeded to clamber up the steep and wobbly 

ladder to the bright and airy ringing chamber.  Hearts were pound-

ing as we selected our bells for rounds and call changes which we 

all accomplished reasonably well.  Then it was down the ladder to 

let others take their turn as we did a post-mortem on our perfor-

mances.    

                                                       

 

    An hour or so later it was on to the next tower by car which was in the delightful village of Dumbleton – St Peter, Gloucester-

shire.  What a lovely name for a lovely village and we were made to feel very welcome.  The church of St Peter was originally erected 

during the Norman era and features from this period still survive.  This church had a spiral staircase and a low ceiling to the bell 

tower.  There were square holes cut in the ceiling through which the sallies dropped and we were told by Graham that we must ring 

with straight taut ropes to prevent fouling the sallies on the edge of the squares and therefore spoiling the ringing.  Unnerved at the 

start we rang rounds and call changes to reasonable effect and at the same time felt proud of ourselves!  There was an excellent 

heater in the tower which I am sure made a difference to our confidence and abilities! 

  There are six bells at St Peter’s Dumbleton all dating to 1729 and made by founder Abraham II Rudhall.  The tenor is 11 cwt. The 

earliest bell cast by Abraham 11 Rudhall is actually at one of our home towers in Tredington.  

   Down the staircase again to allow others to climb up for their turn on the ropes and after a few memento photographs in the 

church it was onwards again by car this time for lunch at The Pheasant Inn at Toddington.  Our extremely tasty pre-ordered lunches 

arrived very quickly which was much appreciated as we needed a warm-up - temperatures outside were dropping rapidly. 

Ruth had undertaken at the request of Kathy to provide a fun quiz to run during lunch – a tick for one of her 50 Ringing Things chal-

lenge – which was enjoyed by all.  After the presentation of prizes  - chocolate rabbits and eggs –it was time to be off to our third 

church of the day, St Michael & All Angels in Stanton.  The beautiful village of Stanton looked glorious in the evening sunshine but 

the cold was beginning to seep into all of us. I t is believed that there has been a church on the present site since Saxon times.  The 

church’s earliest archetypal features are its three Norman pillars (c 1200 CE) The bells in this tower are rather unusual and provided 

us with a  bit of a challenge as they are rung Anti-Clockwise in a ground floor chamber.  What a good job the Tysoe and Tredington 

ringers had practiced ‘Switcheroo’ with their instructor several times recently!   There are 6 bells with the tenor weighing 9 

cwt.  Four of the bells date to1640, the founder being Humphrey & James Keene and the newest bell dating to 1660 founder John I 

Martin. Good ringing was completed as the evening sun poured through the exit door of the chamber and more ringers entered via 

the entrance door. 

    Our last church of the tour was St Michael in Buckland, Gloucestershire 

which is grade I listed.  The building is mostly 13
th

 and 14
th

 century.  

 

   Again a delightful village around which some ringers took the opportunity 

to wander, listening to the sound of fellow ringers still taking their turn in 

the tower.  A nice tower of 6 lovely bells.  The tenor being 14 cwt.  The 

earliest bell dates to 1709 and the founder was Abraham I Rudhall. Every-

one enjoyed the ringing.  It was rather sad that the gentleman in charge of 

the tower told us that they no longer had a band of ringers in the village 

and a band had to be borrowed from elsewhere when the occasion demand-

ed it i.e. for weddings and celebrations.  

    A lovely finish to what had been a most enjoyable and convivial day in 

wonderful countryside and good – if decidedly chilly weather. I am sure all 

those who attended would wish me to give a huge thank-you to Kathy and 

Gill for organising such a successful Ringing Tour in the Cotswolds. 

   On a final note we are both relatively new to ringing but would encourage anyone who has ever thought about bell ringing to come 

and give it a go.  It’s great exercise both physically and mentally, incredibly friendly and a skill that once acquired you can do for life 

and anywhere you go in the country there will be a band of bell ringers to welcome you. 

 

Ruth Travis & Jane Millward         25.2.2023 

Photograph of the “50 Ringing” 

Things gang (left to right: Linda, Graham, Ruth, Martin, Jane & Alison) 
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Why Practice Riding on a Rocking Horse?  In One‘s Bedroom? 

—— 

How crazy would that be?  It would be and it wouldn‘t be, depending upon the circumstances. 

 

My story begins in Tysoe, Middle Tysoe, Warwickshire to be more precise.  About which even I can now say:  “St. Mary’s truly has a 

lovely ring of six!“  And somehow create the impression I might know what I‘m talking about. 

 

Beginning in January 2018, David Bell, Tower Captain of Tysoe and David Rake, also of Tysoe, both accepted an improbable chal-

lenge.  I wanted to learn to ring bells, YOUR way!  At the time, I was 62, an American living in Germany, working as a hand surgeon 

in Braunschweig and more than just intrigued by The Exercise. 

 

Our format was simple, but totally different than the norm, to say the least:  I would fly over from Hannover to Heathrow, take a 

rental car and make my way around the M25, take the M40, exit in Banbury and nestle down in various B&Bs near or even in Tysoe 

and have two to three days of intense tuition, often one-on-one.  And then return back to Germany to another world, to my other 

life.  Over and over again. 

 

So, six extended weekends spread across 2018 and another six across 2019, plus five days in Alderney in July 2019 were all that I 

had to start with. Highlights included “Ringing Remembers“ in November 2018, a Ringing Tour in April 2019 and a first Quarter Peal 

in Lighthorne in November 2019.  

 

Another extended weekend in January 2020 was the last one I was able to enjoy.  Then, Corona changed everything, for nearly all of 

us and nearly everywhere. 

 

I felt like a fish, beached, flopping around, unable to breathe, gasping for air and wanting to return to the water.  But how?  

 

To make a long story short, I thought I HAD to do something to somehow continue practicing. I needed rope time!  Even here at 

home, in Braunschweig, in Germany.  

 

First came a Norris Mini-Dumbbell, which gave me the 

chance to practice one-handed ringing, hooked up to my 

laptop and using Abel.  But, I wanted more, I was 

hooked! Then came the Saxilby Dumbbell, ideal for two-

handed ringing.  A huge step forward! But, I missed the 

charm and chime and the tone of a real bell.  And that 

led me to having one cast on May 31, 2022 in Loughbor-

ough.  A 27.5 kg bell, 0.54 cwt and to the tone of 

G.  Plus all of the fittings and the frame.  

 

As light as the latter bell might actually be, it is demand-

ing, since it forces me to control every single hand-

stroke and backstroke and keep the bell at its bal-

ance.  Every single time.  This light-weight bell, in con-

junction with the Saxilby have helped me to partially 

overcome and compensate for not being able to have 

what I really desire:  rope time in England.  

 

Ultimately, these three “toys“, “follies“, “extravagances“ 

have helped that beached fish back into shallow wa-

ters.  I feel I can breathe again and swim a little bit. 

 

So, my situation is not terribly unlike that of an equestrian, unable to enjoy life on the back of a real horse.  Resorting in desperation 

to a rocking horse in one’s bedroom. Just to have a little bit of fun. 

Niels Benatar 
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                                                    GUILD-BADGED CLOTHING 

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE AVAILABLE:- 

             Polo shirts:          £20.00                         Full-zip ladies fleece:                      £33.00 

             Sweatshirts:         £21.00                         Half-zip fleece:                                £37.00 

             Full-zip fleece:      £33.00                        Cashmere touch acrylic v-neck jumper £34.00 

In the first instance please email your order to Kathy McCarthy:-khmccarthy@fastmail.fm There are no extra carriage charges on 

the prices above. All profits from the sale of clothing go to the Guild Bell Restoration Fund. 

Colours: The range of colours can be seen on the Guild’s website, which is http://www.fourshires.org.uk 

Some idea of sizing can be gauged from the following:- 

(Chest size in inches)      Small               Medium              Large                 X-large                   XX-large 

Polo shirts                      36-38               40                      42                     44                          46-48 

Sweat shirts                    35-37               38-40                 41-43                44-46                     47-49 

Men’s full zip fleece        35-37               38-40                 41-43                44-46                     47-49 

Half zip fleece                 35-37               38-40                 41-43                44-46                     47-49 

 

Dress size: 

Ladies’ full zip fleece       10                   12                       14                    16                           18 

DIARY OF GUILD SATURDAY MONTHLY MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

2023 

APRIL  8 th       HOLY WEEK NO RINGING  

APRIL  15 th      WELLESBOURNE 8 tenor 10–0–24 in G CV35 9LT 

APRIL  22nd      LONGBOROUGH 6 tenor 11–0–2 in F #  GL56 0RF 

APRIL 29 th          BARFORD 6 tenor 4–3–22 in B  CV35 8ES    

MAY 6 th         CORONATION NO EVENING RINGING 

MAY 13  th        KINGHAM 8 tenor 12–0–4 in F#  OX7 6YS 

MAY 20 th        WELFORD ON AVON 8 tenor 9–3–1 in G #  CV37 8EN        

MAY  27 th          GREAT WOLFORD 6, 11–3–7 in F#,  CV36 5NQ 

JUNE 3 rd      BUCKLAND 6 tenor 14 cwt in F #  WR12 7LY 

JUNE  10 th        TODENHAM 6 tenor 12–2–10 in F  GL56 9PL 

JUNE  17 th        STOW ON THE WOLD 8 tenor 27–2–24 in D  GL54 1AB 

JUNE  24 th     STRATFORD UPON AVON 10 tenor 19–0–2 in E  CV37 6BQ 

JULY 1st      FSG TOUR DETAILS TO FOLLOW 

JULY 8 th     BROADWELL 6 tenor 6–0–4 in B flat  GL56 0YD 

JULY 15 th    FLADBURY 8 tenor 12–3–3 in G #  WR10 2QB 

JULY 22nd    ODDINGTON 6 tenor 9–2–20 in G  GL56 0XE    NOTE EARLIER TIME 7PM UNTIL 8.30PM 

JULY 29 th   STANTON 6 tenor 9–1–16 in G   WR12 7NF 

For any alterations to this programme, check the FSG web-site (http://www.fourshires.org.uk), also BELL-

BOARD website bb.ringingworld.co.uk (diary section) Meetings are from 7.30pm until 9.00pm unless 

otherwise stated. All are welcome. You do not have to be a FSG member and we are especially pleased if 

members of the local band wish to come along and ring. The Guild carries Public Liability insurance 

through the Ecclesiastical Insurance Group for all its activities. Non-members attending these activities are 

also covered by this insurance, providing they abide fully by the Guild’s Health & Safety and Child Protec-

tion policies. (Both policies now appear on the FSG web-site, so their contents are available to all, whether 

members or non-members.)  

STRATFORD UPON AVON 

PARKING 

Parking Enforcement Officers are 

still quite proactive even in the 

evenings so please advise all to 

pay attention to parking signs 

immediately outside the church. 

It's best to continue along the 

road past the church & park in Old 

Town. If there's an RST play on, it 

gets pretty busy! There are now 

toilets inside the church! 

 

http://www.promotional-

store.com/en-GB/henbury/

cashmere-touch-acrylic-v-neck-

jumper/  

http://www.fourshires.org.uk
bb.ringingworld.co.uk
mailto:http://www.promotional-store.com/en-GB/henbury/cashmere-touch-acrylic-v-neck-jumper/
mailto:http://www.promotional-store.com/en-GB/henbury/cashmere-touch-acrylic-v-neck-jumper/
mailto:http://www.promotional-store.com/en-GB/henbury/cashmere-touch-acrylic-v-neck-jumper/
mailto:http://www.promotional-store.com/en-GB/henbury/cashmere-touch-acrylic-v-neck-jumper/
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JOHN TAYLOR & C0. 

BELLFOUNDERS BELLHANGERS 

CARILLON BUILDERS 

Tower Bells  Chimes  Handbells  Bell ropes 

Design service  Building work  Access systems 

Profile matching  Restoration  Augmentations 

Wrought iron clapper repairs 

See our website www.taylorbells.co.uk for specifications services and the latest information 

The Bellfoundry, Freehold Street, Loughborough, 

Leicestershire LE11 1AR, England 

Tel: 01509 212241 Fax:01509 263305 

Email:office@taylorbells.co.uk 

The Guild has a Bell  

Restoration Fund, from 

which the Committee is 

empowered to offer 

grants towards suitable 

aspects concerning rings 

of bells within the 

Guild’s area of  

operation. Such aspects 

may include a range of 

needs, from  

maintenance to  

augmentations.  

Rules and Constitution 

of the Fund are in the 

Guild Rule Book, and 

application forms are 

available from me. 

(These forms are email-

able.)  

Chris Povey ‘BRF grant 

coordinator’ 

NEED A CLEAN-OUT OF YOUR TOWER?  

THEN TRY FUSION CLEANING SERVICES  

                Guild Lapel badges 

 

Guild lapel badges are available. They are slight-

ly different to the previous version, as it is now 

the same as the clothing badges. It is slightly 3D 

too. 

£4 each  From the ringing master. 

Answers to quiz 

1.The usual way of checking rope length is to stand the bell at backstroke and see if you can  reach or if you have too much tail 

end.  Make sure you ask first though. 

2. In a jump change from Kings         7 5 3 1 2 4 6 8 

                              To Queens           1 3 5 7 2 4 6 8      The 3
rd

 moves one place down. 

3. The longest peal on tower bells was in 1963 on the old eight bells at Taylors, Loughborough.  They rang the full extent of Plain 

Bob Major which is 40,320 changes and it took 17 hours and 58 minutes.  The longest hand bell peal was 72,000 changes of 100 

minor methods and took 24 hours and 9 minutes. There have been longer peals, but they do not conform to what are now accept-

ed standards  – mostly the rule that says one ringer per rope! (I think it’s 1 ringer per pair on hand bells). 
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