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Editorial                                          

This quarter has been all about the activi-

ties of the guild. I have been privileged to 

attend so many outings around this county 

and others, organised by towers across 

our guild, highlighting just how well, we as 

a guild, are currently fairing. Other activi-

ties such as the minimus and annual strik-

ing competitions, have been able to go 

ahead this year. We have also been asked 

to resurrect the inter-shires competition 

which was last won in 2017 by Shrivenham 

in Oxfordshire, this should take place next 

year.                                                         

As I travel around different towers I am 

encouraged see and hear of the never end-

ing drive for recruitment, and teaching. 

There are new teams and single beginners 

trickling into bell towers across the FSG, 

its great that there are too many towers to 

mention but the biggest single recruitment 

I think is Broadwell. Be encouraged to keep 

up the never ending work of recruitment, it 

is worth it.     Alison Lee                                                                     

NOTICE OF THE 2023 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

AND STRIKING COMPETITION,  

Saturday 21st OCTOBER, commencing at 12 NOON, at 

TODENHAM, 6 tenor 12–2–10 in F, GL56 9PL  

Bring and share food for lunch. 

The 2023 AGM will be held in the village hall at Todenham on Saturday 21st October starting not earlier than 4.00pm.  The Agenda 

can be found on page 5. 

If you would like to join the committee or stand for any of the offices then please let the secretary know as soon as possible.  If you 

would like to raise anything under item 11(any other business) then please let the secretary know before the 17th October, items 

can only be raised on the day at the Chair's discretion. 

 

The Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Annual Dinner 

 

To be held at 

 

The Charlecote Pheasant Hotel on 

 

Saturday 24th February 2024 

At 6.30 for 7.00pm see page 8. 



 

    Four Shires Guild                                             2                                  Newsletter 178,  October 2023 

Officers and Committee Members of the Guild 

President VICE-PRESIDENTS 
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ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 

FSG subs are due on 1st January 2024 The rates are £5 for adults  and £2 for juniors. Please pay as soon after the due date as pos-

sible, an annual subscription is required to retain membership. If paying by cash please use the payment slip at the back of this 

Newsletter. Payment may be made to Michael Dane, Hon Treasurer.  

THE PREFERRED METHOD OF PAYMENT FOR SUBS AND DONATIONS IS BY INTERNET BANK TRANSFER.  

 THE GUILD’S NEW BANKING DETAILS ARE: Bank, LLOYDS;  Acct No,67433862 ;   Account name, FOUR SHIRES GUILD;        Sort Code, 

30-98-97. For ‘Reference’, please insert your name and tower (or unattached), otherwise you and your payment will be untraceable!! 

You will not need a receipt, as the bank transfer process allows a copy of the transfer document to be printed off.                

PLEASE email updated 2024 contact for circulation of newsletter to    alison.lee.bellringer@gmail.com 

mailto:alison.lee.bellringer@gmail.com
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THE FOUR SHIRES GUILD OF BELLRINGERS 

Abridged Minutes of the committee meeting held at the Parish Centre, Wellesbourne, on Monday 

31st July 2023 

Present: Peter Quinn (PQ); Alison Lee (AL); Claire Penny (PCP); Graham Lee (GL); Len Morley (LM); Michael Dane (MD) 

1. Apologies for absence - Chris Povey (CP), Christina Ireland (CI), Nick Allsopp, Stuart Cummings 

2. The minutes of the meeting held on 13 February 2023 were agreed as a true record and signed by PQ. 

3. Matters arising from the minutes - It was noted that Matthew Turvey was not at the meeting as he had a family  commitment, and       

it was agreed that he should be at the next meeting. It was noted that CP had retrieved the Guild trophies as per the last meeting. 

4. Reports: 

     Secretary 

New members. The following were elected unanimously: David Salter (Chipping Norton) PCP now has the handbells and has contact-

ed Ecclesiastical Insurance to get a quote for adding them as a named item to the Guild’s standard policy 

    Treasurer 

MD provided a written report on the Guild’s finances. 

    Ringing Master 

The Saturday practices were generally well attended although there was one night with only five attendees. AL said generally people 

were happy with the format. AL is trying to help towers organise first quarter peals for their ringers. 

Safeguarding Officer 

There was a query from a member about teaching a minor without a parent or guardian present. There was discussion about what 

individual committee members felt and/or had done in the past, but nobody knew what the official position was. 

    Programme Secretary 

LM reported that the Saturday practice scheduled for Mickleton on 12 th August had been moved to Ilmington. A practice at Mickle-

ton has been agreed for later in the year. 

    Newsletter Editor 

AL reported that there were no issues with the newsletter. 

    Website and IT 

PCP reported that the website was live and had 13 views in the past week. The only thing not currently on the website was infor-

mation about Guild clothing. It was agreed that the information should be taken from the newsletter and MD offered to provide hy-

perlinks if he still had the originals. It was agreed that the previous website was no longer needed, and thanks were given to Roland 

Merrick for his work on this in the past. 

    Health & Safety 

GL asked about H&S issues he reported that a tower, during a recent Saturday practice had a petrol strimmer stored at the bottom of 

the tower stairs and there was a strong smell of petrol. He felt that as this was the only access to the ringing chamber having the 

strimmer there during (and immediately before) ringing was not safe. GL suggested that any H&S issues should be noted and report-

ed to the host church either as part of the ‘thank you’ communication or as a separate letter as appropriate. This was agreed unani-

mously. The question was then raised as to whether the Guild should continue with the ringing under these circumstances. After 

some discussion it was agreed that this should be at the discretion of the person running the practice, in consultation with commit-

tee members and any local ringers in attendance. 

    Peal Secretary 

CP reported via PCP that the peal book was now with the peal secretary. 

    CCCBR Update 

No report. PCP read out the latest communication from the CCCBR secretary. 

    Bell repair fund: 

CP provided a written report (attached). Naunton - CP had inspected the work and the committee approved payment of the grant. 

Cropthorne – the committee considered an application from Cropthorne for a grant towards work to the clappers. There were no 

questions, and it was agreed to award a grant of £140. 

5. Guild activities: 

    Guild Tour 

The 2023 tour had been very successful and £48 had been raised for the Guild. Martin Penny was thanked for his work in organising 

it at short notice. AL reported that she had provisionally booked Bath Abbey for the 2024 tour. 

    Minimus competition 

LM reported that the details of the Minimus competition on Saturday 16 th September had been finalised and that Andrew Ransome 

had notified all the houses in the immediate vicinity of the church in person. 5.30 – 6.30pm competition; 6.30-7pm (estimated) re-

sults followed by open ringing until 7.30pm PCP reported that CP had traced the Mini-Mouse trophy to Michael Haynes who had 
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FSG MINIMUS STRIKING COMPETITION FOR THE ‘MINI-MOUSE TROPHY’ 2023 

Lizzy and I had only realised a few days before that we would be able to get to the Mini Mouse competition, our first one! So 

I let Claire know that we were coming and if any teams needed an extra ringer or two we could help out.                                                                                       

So we left our previous engagement – Coventry Diocesan Guild 8 bell striking competition at Harbury – and drove down to the lovely 

village of Wyck Rissington, located the parking in the farm yard opposite and walked up to the church to sign in. We found that so 

far there were only two teams entered but Richard Lewis-Skeath had ideas so we put together two scratch bands to add to the com-

petition.                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Then we rang our competition pieces, things did not necessarily go to plan with young Carmen from Moreton-in-Marsh struggling to 

ring the bell and needing a helping hand while the Blockley and Longborough team struggled with the method. Ringing Minimus 

methods can be a challenge even when you have been ringing them for a while, they move so quickly that a small trip can upset 

everything almost instantly. Results:- 

1st. 'We've probably got a name' - Jane Gilbert, Chris Tennant, Lizzy Ten-

nant, Richard L-S. Rang 4th. 

2nd. 'Last minute entry' - Jess McCarthy, Ricard L-S, Claire Penny, Lizzy Ten-

nant. Rang 2nd 

3rd. 'Blockley and Longborogh' - Phil Street, Marilou Willshire, George 

Twemlow, Roland Greenhill. Rang 3rd 

4th. 'Moreton in Marsh' - Jane Gilbert, Gary McCarthy, Carmen McCarthy, 

Jess McCarthy. Rang 1st 

On the whole a wonderful 

afternoon of ringing, thor-

oughly enjoyable on Wyck 

Rissington’s 4 beautiful 

bells. If you didn’t enter a 

team this time get prac-

tising and enter a team in 

the one and only Mini-

Mouse Striking Competi-

tion next time. Brains 

Minimus here we come. (It really exists, it’s a minimus principal and looks 

really exciting to ring). With many thanks to the organisers and other partici-

pants, Chris Tennant. 

agreed to return it on the day of the competition, however it was agreed that we should have it before then. 

    Striking Competition & AGM 

LM reported that Peter Banton who is taking the service at the AGM has provided a service sheet that he has used before. The Guild 

has its own service sheets. After comparing them it was agreed that we would use the Guild format, but the hymns and prayers 

could be changed. LM confirmed that Steve Bowley would be playing the organ for the service. The arrangements for the striking 

competition were in place other than a judge 

    Guild Dinner 

The date for the Guild Dinner is 2nd March 2024 (you will read in the newsletter that this date will change). It was agreed that while 

the Golden Cross had done a good job at short notice for the 2023 dinner the room wasn’t big enough. Various venues were dis-

cussed, the main criteria being cost, a fairly central location with good parking, however needing a room that can hold more than 40 

people limits the options. It was agreed that we may need to go over our self-imposed limit of £30 per head. There was discussion 

around investigating local golf clubs, whether a hot meal was required and hiring a hall and using outside caterers. 

6. Guild Clothing 

No action on the gold logo design. : AL to send MD the jpeg used on the newsletter to see if it is clear enough for the supplier to 

use. 

7. Any other business 

CI asked about the Christmas party. It was agreed that it should be held on Saturday 16 th December. It has been held at Badsey for 

several years and there was discussion about possible alternative locations, however, Badsey is fairly central and has excellent facili-

ties and a layout that makes it an ideal venue. It was agreed to hold it at Badsey if it was available. It was agreed that there would be 

no Saturday practice on 23rd and 30th December, PCP proposed ringing some Guild quarter peals instead. This was agreed 

8. Date & location of next meeting 

Monday 13th November 2023 at Church House, Evesham starting at 7pm.        Hon Sec Claire Penny. 
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THE FOUR SHIRES GUILD OF BELLRINGERS 

STRIKING COMPETITION AND AGM 

 
Notice of the 2023 Annual General Meeting and Striking Competition which will be held on Saturday 21st October at St Thomas a 

Becket Church, Todenham and Todenham Village Hall. 

Order of the day 

12.00pm Striking competition starting with the Brazier Trophy 

Refreshments will be available in the Village Hall from 12.30pm 

3.30pm Service 

4.00pm AGM 

 
 

Agenda for the AGM 

1. Apologies for absence 

2. Agree minutes of the 2022 AGM (published in news-

letter 175 January 2023.) 

3. Matters arising from the minutes 

4. Guild Master’s report 

5. Treasurer’s report 

6. Election of President and Vice-Presidents 

7. Election of officers 

a. Guild Master 

b. Ringing Master 

c. Secretary 

d. Treasurer 

8. Election of up to six Committee members 

9. Election of Accounts Examiner 

10. Confirmation of new members since the 2022 AGM 

11. Any other business (at the Chair’s discretion) 

The Four Shires Guild Christmas party will again take place at Badsey 

On Saturday 16th December  

Bring some food and drink to share, a raffle prize  

and money to buy a raffle. 

Usual format of ringing from 7pm  

Followed by 

Food, drink, raffle and an informal sing song of Christmas carols. 

Guild AGM 

The Agenda, and the minutes of the 2022 

AGM can also be found on the website 

https://www.fourshiresguild.com/ 

 

If you would like to join the committee or 

stand for any of the offices then please 

let the secretary know as soon as possi-

ble, but nominations will be taken on the 

day.  If you would like to raise anything 

under item 11(any other business) then 

please let the secretary know before the 

17th October, items can only be raised on 

the day at the Chair's discretion. 

https://www.fourshiresguild.com/
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https://www.fourshiresguild.com/ 

Take a look at our new website 

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers 

Guild Masters Report for the year 2022– 2023 

It has been a very busy year for your Guild, practices have now resumed to the normal practice every Saturday evening. 

Our Treasurer Michael Dane will have his report for 2022 presented at this years AGM to be held on Saturday 21st October at  

Todenham however the accounts were published in the July magazine no.177. 

The new website created by Claire Penny is still under construction but is available to all Guild web users, it has all the 

 up to date Guild information. 

The Guild Magazine it is now distributed either online or by a hard copy, if anyone does want a paper copy they can request it. 

At the last AGM Claire Penny became our new secretary and has now completed a year in office, she has been excellent in what she 

 has done which includes getting to grips with the website. We also must thank all those who stood down at the last AGM who had 

 contributed so much over the years. 

Alison Lee, editor of “The Four Shires Guild Magazine” which is published on a quarterly basis, she must have 

our thanks for producing such an excellent magazine and collating so much useful information. 

The Annual Dinner was resurrected in 2023, it was held in early March to coincide with the month of the re-founding of the Guild 

 after the second world war 50 years ago, after some major problem with the chosen venue it was eventually held at The Golden  

Cross at Ardens Grafton at very short notice. The dinner was very successful and turned out to be a very good evening and enjoyed  

by all attendees. 

It was decided by the committee that the 50th anniversary of the re-founding of The Guild should be also celebrated in March and  

Celebrations held in the Church Rooms in Chipping Campden where the meeting on the 30th of March 1973 was held. The nearest 

 Saturday, the 25th March, was chosen . The celebration was a great success with over 50 members of the guild attending. Thanks  

must go to Len Morley who was the main organiser of the event together with all the other members that made the event happen. 

The Coronation in May saw ringing in most towers in the Guild and the performances were fully reported in the Guild Magazine. 

The annual outing was held on Saturday 1st July which involved a trip to the Northleach area, it turned out to 

be very successful with 32 ringers and 3 non ringers attending. Thanks must go to Martin Penny for organising the event certainly  

everyone who went enjoyed it. 

Published in the Magazine is always an abridged copy of the current minutes of each Guild Committee meeting so that all members  

are notified of any important business, and they can inform the secretary of any items they want discussed at committee meetings 

https://www.fourshiresguild.com/
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                                                    GUILD-BADGED CLOTHING 

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE AVAILABLE:- 

             Polo shirts:          £20.00                         Full-zip ladies fleece:                      £33.00 

             Sweatshirts:         £21.00                         Half-zip fleece:                                £37.00 

             Full-zip fleece:      £33.00                        Cashmere touch acrylic v-neck jumper £34.00 

In the first instance please email your order to Kathy McCarthy:-khmccarthy@fastmail.fm There are no extra carriage charges on the 

prices above. All profits from the sale of clothing go to the Guild Bell Restoration Fund. 

Colours: The range of colours can be seen on the Guild’s website, which is http://www.fourshires.org.uk 

Some idea of sizing can be gauged from the following:- 

(Chest size in inches)      Small               Medium              Large                 X-large                   XX-large 

Polo shirts                      36-38               40                      42                     44                          46-48 

Sweat shirts                    35-37               38-40                 41-43                44-46                     47-49 

Men’s full zip fleece        35-37               38-40                 41-43                44-46                     47-49 

Half zip fleece                 35-37               38-40                 41-43                44-46                     47-49 

 

Dress size: 

Ladies’ full zip fleece       10                   12                       14                    16                           18 

 

http://www.promotional-

store.com/en-GB/henbury/

cashmere-touch-acrylic-v-neck-

jumper/  

 

   To continue our celebration of the 50th anniversary of the re-

founding of the Guild, we have been able to use our gold logo on 

our clothing. 

   Here is the stunning new logo, as it will appear on the cloth-

ing. It will be available as a limited edition for approximately one 

year, so get your orders in. 

  To get you started there will be a discount of 10% on 2 or more 

items delivered to the same address. How good is that! 

In the first instance please email your order to Kathy McCarthy: 

khmccarthy@fastmail.fm      

See below For details of all our clothing and sizes available. 

 

or need clarification. 

Our Bell Restoration Fund, which was set up, in 2010 has made a number of grants during the year and these have been reported in  

the magazine. The Committee are empowered to offer grants towards any suitable projects concerning rings of bells within the  

Guild’s area of operation, if you have a project where a grant from the Guild will help please do not hesitate to enquire and obtain  

the necessary application forms. 

To continue giving grants to worthy applications we must increase our funding otherwise our grants will be too small to make a 

 useful contribution to a project, ways of doing this are always being considered by the committee, we are also looking at the ways 

 other Guilds operate their funding schemes.  

In the meantime, thanks go to all members who have made extra donations to the fund, this has made a real difference. 

Finally thanks should go all officers and members of the committee for their commitment. 

Peter Quinn – Guild Master 

THE FOUR SHIRES GUILD NEW LOGO 

mailto:http://www.promotional-store.com/en-GB/henbury/cashmere-touch-acrylic-v-neck-jumper/
mailto:http://www.promotional-store.com/en-GB/henbury/cashmere-touch-acrylic-v-neck-jumper/
mailto:http://www.promotional-store.com/en-GB/henbury/cashmere-touch-acrylic-v-neck-jumper/
mailto:http://www.promotional-store.com/en-GB/henbury/cashmere-touch-acrylic-v-neck-jumper/
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The Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Annual Dinner 

 

To be held at  

The Charlecote Pheasant Hotel On 

 

Saturday 24th February 2024 

At 6.30 for 7.00pm 

 

Menu 

To Start 

Tomato and Basil Soup 

Chicken Liver Parfait 

Main Course 

Roast Loin of Pork 

 

With stuffing, seasonal vegetables, roast potatoes and jus 

 

Beetroot and Butternut Squash Risotto 

 

Dessert 

 

Sticky Toffee Pudding and Custard 

 

Baked New York Cheesecake with Mixed Berry Compote 

 

Cost per person £32.50 

 

ORDERS TO ONE OF THE FOLLOWING BY 27TH JAN 2024 AT THE LATEST PLEASE 

Alison Lee: 07730579065 alison.lee.bellringer@gmail.com 

Claire Penny: 07903963233 clairepenny99@btinternet.com 

Peter Quinn: 07785793500 peterquinn22@gmail.com 

Michael Dane 01789 470491 landm.dane@btinternet.com 

There will be a Speaker and the Striking Competition trophies will be presented. 

Please send articles to be published  however large or small to the editor by December 

18th for the January Newsletter. 
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Peals, Qtrs and ringing of note 

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Tuesday, 4 July 2023 in 33m Willersey, Gloucestershire St Peter Tenor: 12 in G 120 Call Chang-

es On the reverse Stedman principle 1 Helen Chadburn 2 Lena Stranks 3 Sarah Fletcher 4 Rekha Pitt 5 Robert Chadburn (C) 6 Pete 

Kavanagh To welcome Evie Helen Chadburn, born yesterday to Jenny Chadburn and Matt Grove, and first grandchild for 1 and 5.  

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Monday, 10 July 2023 in 50m Saintbury, Gloucestershire St Nicholas Tenor: 11–0–24 in F♯ 1264 

Plain Bob Major 1 Sarah L Elliott 2 Richard Lewis-Skeath 3 Jane Gilbert 4 Alison Lee 5 Nick Allsopp 6 Roger Hunt 7 Steve Bowley 8 

Harry Stephenson (C) For the 75th Anniversary of the National Health Service. One employee and seven patients!  

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Monday, 10 July 2023 in 44m Cherington, Warwickshire St John the Baptist Tenor: 5–3–22 in B 

1260 Plain Bob Doubles 1 Michael Cummings 2 Sarah L Elliott (C) 3 Frances Chapman 4 Len Morley 5 Nicholas Allsopp 6 Stuart 

Cummings quarter peal rang prior to the funeral at Cherington of Richard Russell aged 93 a big supporter of Cherington bells over 

the years R.I.P. Richard.  

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Wednesday, 19 July 2023 in 46m Ilmington, Warwickshire St Mary Tenor: 12–3–26 in E 1260 

Plain Bob Triples 1 Bill Sabin 2 Fran Chapman 3 Sarah Elliott 4 Bill Nash 5 Peter Mackley 6 Jacqueline Hands 7 Michael Dane (C) 8 

George Osborn To celebrate the 90th birthday of Chris Righton, a ringer with this band.  

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Thursday, 20 July 2023 in 55m Overbury, Worcestershire St Faith Tenor: 9–1–21 in A♭ 1464 

Original Minor 1 Richard Lewis-Skeath 2 Alison Lee 3 Steve Bowley 4 Nick Allsopp 5 Neil Garner 6 Harry Stephenson (C) Wishing a 

Happy 90th Birthday to Marlene Bowley, mother of 3. First original Minor 2. 

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Saturday, 22 July 2023 in 47m Moreton in Marsh, Gloucestershire St David Tenor: 10–0–14 in G 

1260 Grandsire Triples 1 Claire Penny 2 Jane Gilbert 3 Graham Lee 4 Alison Lee 5 Daniel J Austin 6 Harry Stephenson 7 Martin Pen-

ny (C) 8 Matthew Turvey To celebrate the forthcoming marriage of Aimee Jeffs & Sam Turner on 5th August 2023. Also to celebrate 

the 30th Wedding Anniversary of Jane Gilbert (2) & Nick Allsopp on 24th July 2023. First quarter in method (3) First quarter on 8 (8)  

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Saturday, 29 July 2023 

in 49m Winchcombe, Gloucestershire St Peter Tenor: 11–2–

11 in F♯ 1260 Grandsire Triples 1 Isobel Murphy 2 Sarah 

Elliott 3 Neil Garner 4 Harry Stephenson 5 Keith Murphy 6 

Nick Rudge 7 Martin Penny (C) 8 Len Morley In memory of 

Michael Anthony Fisher who sadly passed away on 3rd June 

2023. A much loved husband, father, grandfather, brother 

and uncle who bequeaths the world a terrific legacy of fun 

and love. A legacy that will be a continuing source of com-

fort and inspiration to all those who had the privilege of 

knowing him.  

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Saturday, 29 July 2023 

in 53m Badsey, Worcestershire St James Tenor: 15–0–4 in F 

1344 Plain Bob Triples 1 Isabel Hitchings 2 Claire Penny 3 

Richard Lewis-Skeath 4 Alison Lee 5 Roger Hunt 6 Neil Gar-

ner (C) 7 Harry Stephenson 8 Matthew Turvey Wishing a Happy 18th Birthday to Richard’s (3) daughter Eliza.  

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Sunday, 30 July 2023 in 48m Bishampton, Worcestershire St James Tenor: 10–2–4 in G 1320 

Stedman Doubles 1 Penny Carr 2 Harry Stephenson 3 Roger Hunt 4 Neil Garner 5 Martin Penny (C) 6 Claire Penny To wish The Ven-

erable Robert Jones, Archdeacon of Worcester, all the best in his retirement. Rung following his final service in the benefice.  

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Saturday, 12 August 2023 in 48m Evesham, Worcestershire The Bell Tower Tenor: 14–2–26 in F♯ 

1260 Grandsire Caters 1 Alison Lee 2 Tony Natt 3 David M Jones 4 Daniel J Austin 5 Sarah L Elliott 6 Harry Stephenson (C) 7 Richard 

Lewis-Skeath 8 Steve Bowley 9 Rachel D Page 10 Sally A Austin Wishing a Happy 69th Wedding Anniversary to Bill and Hilary Stephen-

son, grandparents of Harry (6). First quarter on 10 (4 & 5).  

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Thursday, 17 August 2023 in 47m Little Comberton, Worcestershire St Peter Tenor: 13–1–18 in 

G 1260 Plain Bob Minor 1 Nick Hopkins 2 Alison Lee 3 Richard Lewis-Skeath 4 Roger Hunt 5 Steve Bowley 6 Harry Stephenson (C) 

With special consideration for Steve’s phone for it’s improvised accompaniment over 16 total leads.  

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Sunday, 27 August 2023 in 25m Bretforton, Worcestershire St Leonard Tenor: 8–3–11 in F♯ Call 

Changes 1 Roger Hunt (C) 2 Rob Davis 3 Bill Boyce 4 Thea Jenkins 5 Sheila Ryan 6 Christina Ireland 7 John Cleveland 8 Rob Newman 

Rung for Holy Communion led and celebrated by The Venerable Robert Jones, Archdeacon of Worcester.  

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Tuesday, 29 August 2023 in 44m Bretforton, Worcestershire St Leonard Tenor: 8–3–11 in F♯ 

1260 Plain Bob Minor 1 Steve Bowley 2 Alison Lee 3 Sarah Elliott 4 Neil Garner 5 Reg Hitchings (C) 6 Roger Hunt Rung with best 

wishes for a speedy recovery to John Wood and Spencer Mitchell, present and past churchwardens respectively.  

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Saturday, 2 September 2023 in 2h 48 Moreton in Marsh, Gloucestershire St David Tenor: 10–0–

14 in G 5060 Yorkshire Surprise Major Composed by R D S Brown 1 Jane Gilbert 2 Steve Bowley 3 Robert Tregillus 4 Roger H Hunt 

5 Simon E Adams 6 Nicholas K Allsopp 7 Ian N Robinson 8 Michael Chester (C) Rung as a birthday compliment to Nick Allsopp, on 

the day of his 60th birthday. 100th together: 4 and 8.  

Qtr Peal Band from left to right plus Mike Fisher’s widow 

Chris (centre)  
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Please ensure your email contact or tower contact information is updated for 2024 

when subscriptions are renewed. 

Evesham Bell Tower 

The regular open practices at Evesham bell tower, cohesion between the local guilds FSG, WADCRA S/B 

and the G & B are proving a  success. Very popular for all skill levels. If you fancy attending it is to be 

held on the 4th Wednesday evening of the month. Please check with Chris Povey or Claire Penny for can-

cellations. 

Quiz questions 

1. If you are ringing a touch of Plain Bob how many bells are 

affected by the bob if you are ringing on 

6 bells 

9 bells 

12 bells 

 

2. How do you name a new method? 

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Monday, 4 September 2023 

Bretforton, Worcestershire St Leonard Tenor: 8–3–11 in F♯ Toll-

ing 8 Roger Hunt  

The tenor bell was rung for 65 whole pulls at sunset to mark 

the passing earlier today of John Wood, Churchwarden and long

-serving bandsman and former bandmaster of Bretforton Silver 

Band - he will be greatly missed by all who knew him.  

‘John at the heart of the community' .. (Image:s Roger H Hunt)  

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Saturday, 23 September 

2023 in 10m Bretforton, Worcestershire St Leonard Tenor: 8–3–

11 in F♯ Tolling and Rounds and Call Changes 1 Roger Hunt 

(C) 3 Bill Boyce 4 Thea Jenkins 5 Rob Davis 6 Nigel Smith 7 John 

Cleveland 8 Neil Garner Rung half-muffled for the funeral     

service of John Wood, Churchwarden and long-serving Bretforton Silver 

Band bandsman, with the tenor tolled as the coffin entered the church 

followed by ringing on 7 bells as the coffin was transported afterwards 

to the nearby cemetery.  

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Saturday, 23 September 2023 in 

47m Bretforton, Worcestershire St Leonard Tenor: 8–3–11 in F♯ 1260 

Grandsire Triples 1 Martin Penny 2 Rachel D Page 3 Harry Stephenson 

4 Sarah Elliott 5 Claire Penny 6 Neil Garner 7 Roger Hunt (C) 8 Paul 

Stephenson Rung half-muffled early evening to the memory of John 

Wood whose funeral took place here earlier today - a well known and 

respected member of the church and village whose contribution to 

both was exceedingly great and will be sadly missed. RIP.  

A big heart and a big smile…’  

3. Some anagrams for you to solve:  

A, WROTE,  

B, LANDTIE,  

C, IDLERS, 

D, TANDEMS,  

E, LEAP,  

F,  PORE 
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Fladbury and Cropthorne Bell Ringers – Summer 2023 Update 

The Fladbury and Cropthorne bell ringing band have had a very active few weeks through the summer, by Karen Davis. 

At the beginning of July, they organised a highly successful open tower event. This was an additional attraction to the Fladbury 

walkabout. Visitors were given a guided tour of the tower including demonstrations in the ringing chamber, and opportunity to 

chime a bell and to observe the clock hammer and bell chamber. Feedback was very positive; locals have a new appreciation of the 

technicalities of bell ringing and a few new novice ringers have joined. 

This was followed by the band organising a road trip to five local churches (Birlingham, Bishampton, Church Lench, Fladbury and 

Cropthorne) where the newer bell ringers were joined by experienced ringers from Birlingham, Offenham, Eckingham and Pebworth. 

You may recall that the Fladbury and Cropthorne band was only formed in the summer of 2022 with 5 new members having only 

been learning for just over a year. The band is hugely appreciative for the support of more experienced bell ringers who have gener-

ously given their time to help the band progress. 

As a result, the band now ring regularly for Sunday 

services at Fladbury and Cropthorne, rang for the 

King’s coronation 

and, more recent-

ly, the band was 

invited to ring for 

two local wed-

dings.  

On 30th July the 

band rang at 

Birlingham for 

Archdeacon Rob-

ert’s retirement 

service. 

Childswickham’s 1st tour on 26th August in South Warwickshire we went to 5 towers  gt wolford, Sutton under brailes, 

brailes, wichford and tidmington. what a great day we had, a good turn out from both beginners and experienced made a most en-

joyable day. Thankyou Matthew for organising our tour in-

cluding a lovely lunch at The George in Brailes. 

 

 

 

 

 

Ringing in the porch of Sutton under Brailes meant no 

one could pass through while ringing. We captured a 

few locals– I hope they want to learn to ring. 

One ringer ex-

hausted from the 

days events. To be 

fair he had rang up 

the tenor at Brailes 

earlier in the day.  

Brailes 
Tidmington 
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The Guild Annual tour. On Saturday  July 1st, a trip to the Northleach area was a massive success this year with 32 ring-

ers and 3 non ringers. After expenditure we raised £48 for the bell fund.     

Our tour had an early start in order to fit in 6 towers we kicked off with 

North Cerney, slightly limited parking but lovely light ring of 6, people 

arrived gradually in their own time some just for part of the day, one for a 

single tower grab and others from start to finishHighly successful 32 ring-

ers throughout the day, The towers wer run by different people giving us 

all a good mix of ringing from plain hunt to Norwich in the 6 bell towers 

and call changes to Yorkshire in the 8. 

The second tower, Rendcom in the 

college grounds, had to be run by 

Claire P as she had not been back 

there since she learnt to ring there 

in the 1980’s. While we were there 

one panick struck college student 

heard the bells and rushed over to 

ring thinking he was late for the 

wedding he was meant to ring at 

later. 

 

  Off to Chedworth and a short 

walk to the seven tuns village pub 

for a lovely lunch. As there was so 

many of us a few chose 

different places to eat 

between Chedworth 

and on the way to the 

next tower namely 

North Leach.   

Good job we had a nourishing lunch as the back bells at  North Leach 

needed some work. After this I know a trip to the shop for some was 

needed for drink and ice cream. 

Two more towers for the afternoon Compton Abdale a lovely light set 

of 6 

And to finish a 

highly successful 

tour at Bourton on 

the water. 

Please join us next 

year for a tour around Bath including the anticlockwise 10 at Bath Abbey. 

Photographs by 

Stuart Cummings 

and Alison Lee 
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Left; A beautiful hand carved spider , 

for Childswickham. by Oliver 

Wadsworth,  a Luthier by trade.  

A birthday present to his father Bill 

Wadsworth one of Childswickham’s 

ringers. 

 

 

 

Above; In September Harie, from 

Tredington, received her level 1 

certificate for bell handling from 

the learning the ropes scheme. 

Great news, well done. 

Moreton in Marsh outing 

On Saturday 23rd July Moreton in Marsh arranged a local tour to Halford, Moreton, Tredington and 

Todenham.  The tour was specifically aimed at new ringers for their first ringing outing, and for several 

ringers it was their first ringing away from their home tower.  The focus was on call changes and plain 

hunt with some having their first go at trebling to doubles, but the more experienced ringers did mange 

some Bob Minor and Stedman Doubles.  Thank you to Nick & Jane for organising and running a successful 

day.  

Below; Pat Bell has been on her travels to 

Nevern, Wales and found a bell with her 

name on 

During the restoration work of Childwickhams spire 

in August this year ringing could not take place their 

so practice night had to be in a different tower. A 

novel idea was to visit the tiny bells of Warden hill, 

Cheltenham. I am pleased to report no stays were 

broken that night. Below; some of the Childswick-

ham ringers at Warden hill. 

Other activities/achievements from guild members 

Left; Chipping Campden 

Another exquisite hand painting 

by Niels Benatar, ringer at Tysoe. 
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Archives from 100 years ago 

October 6th 1923, A committee meeting was held at the school, Ebrington on Sat Oct 6th, 1923, to arrange the programe of the half 

yearly meeting and competition of the Guild, which it had been decided at the last meeting, to hold at Wootton Wawen. There were 

present Rev W G Gurier (in the chair). Messrs J Bennett, G Hands, H Evans and a friend, H Withers, H Colley, H Baker, W Large and the 

secretary. Letters of apology for non attendance were read from Revg E Hitchcock, Rev A D Ager, Mr A R White and Mr E Harris. After 

the minutes were read and signed by the chairman, Mr Evans raised the question, should the towers which have joined the Guild 

since the Challenge Shield of the Guild was purchased, contribute something towards the cost of the shield, if they compete for it. 

After some discussion it was decided to put the matter on the agenda for the half yearly meeting of the Guild. 

It was decided to commence the competitions at 2’0’clock prompt, to hold the special service in th church at 4:30 and to meet for tea 

at 5:15. Prop. By Mr H Evans and sec. by H Terry that Mr W Large be one of the judges, Prop. By Mr H Withers and sec. by Mr G Hands 

that Mr E Pardon be the other judge, carried. It was proposed and seconded that canon Cartwright and Mr Boyd Wilson be asked to 

take part in the service, subject to the consent of the Incumbent of Wootton Wawen. The meeting closed with a very hearty vote of 

thanks to the Rev. W J Guerrier for his great kindness in providing refreshments, and for the able manner in which he presided at the 

meeting. Approved L A Pollock 27th Oct 1923 

The Autumn meeting of the Guild held at Wootton Wawen on Sat Oct 27th 1923. The proceedings commenced at 2pm. There were 4 

towers which took part in the competitions, namely Ebrington, Moreton, Ilmington and Quinton, there wre also present the local 

band, and ringers from Stratford, Aston Cantlow and Henley in Arden. The judges were Messers W Large and J Hemming who carried 

out their difficult task in an able and impartial manner. After the competitions a special service was held in the church, when a most 

impressive address was given by Mr E Boyd-Wilson. At 5:30 about 60 members and friends sat down to an excellent repart, which 

was provided by friends in Wootten, and to which ample justice was done. At the business meeting which followed, Rev L A Pollock, 

vicar of Wootten was elected to the chair. After the minutes were read and accepted, letters of apology for inability to be present, was 

read, from the president and the Rev. W G Guerrier. Mr A R White said that Rev Spencer Jones intended to be present but unfortunate-

ly had been put in a damp bed and taken a chill and was so unable to be present, this news was received with much regret by the 

meeting and hopes of his speedy recovery was expressed. The judges were then called upon to give their decision, which they did, as 

follows:- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The total for the year being                                             Willersey 

                                                                                       Shipston 

                                                                                       Blockley 

Ilmington having gained the highest number of points was duly awarded the ‘Challenge Shield’ and Moreton being next awarded the 

certificate which is second prize. 

The business arising out of the minutes was, should the new towers contribute something towards the cost of the challenge shield if 

they compete for it, this matter was settled at the Annual meeting at Shipston but was again brought  forward at the committee 

meeting held at Ebrington on Sat Oct 6th, 1923, when after a lengthy discussion it was decided to settle the question at the half year-

ly meeting of the Guild. 

It was considered by the Moreton and Ilmington teams that as the shield was bought and paid for, it could not be bought again and 

also that it would prevent young struggling towers from joining the Guild, if they were to be penalised at the very start, by being 

charged for something that had been bought several years ago. On the question being put to the meeting, it was rejected by all pre-

sent.  

The sec. reported the death  of Brother Samuel Marshall Russell who died May 14th, 1923. from the effects of wounds, gas, and the 

hardships he endured while a prisoner of war. The meeting showed its respect and sorrow by standing in silence, The meeting also 

decided that his name should be involved with the names of the fallen brethren, on the shield. It was decided to hold the Spring 

meeting at Ebrington. If the consent of the Rev. W J Guerrier could be obtained. Votes of thanks was accorded to Rev, L A Pollack, for 

the use of the bells, Mr E boyd Wilson, for his inspiring address, Mr H Colley, for making all arrangements, To all who helped with the 

tea * to Miss Guerriers for the use of the room, and to the judges for the impartial manner in which they judged the competitions.  

This concluded the business, and the meeting closed with the hearty singing of the National Anthem. William J Guerrier. 

Tower 

Ilmington 

Moreton 

Ebrington 

Quinton 

Average for Wootton 

Rising & Falling 

98 

96 

71 

50 

78 

Call changes 

99 

95 

74 

69 

87 

Method 

100 

98 

68 

Nil 

85 

Total 

299 

289 

213 

119 

250 

Yearly total 

573 

422 

312 

119 

341 

 

247 

163 

137 
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                                                          FUN WITH ORIGINAL 

An Original idea (part 1) by Robert Chadburn, First produced in April 2010 for the FSG newsletter, no. 124 

        Can you ring Plain Bob Minor? Would you like to ring something just a little bit different but without you (and others) having to 

learn some fiendishly difficult blue line in order to do so? Do you know at least 5 other people who would also answer yes to those 

questions? If so, then this could be for you. It's called plain-hunt-with-bobs-in. The posh name for it is Original. So, on six, we're 

talking about Original Minor. 

         Original is a principle, because every bell follows the same path: a plain course of Original Minor is what we all know and love 

as plain hunt on six. So, now, if anyone calls for a plain course of Original, you should be able to get up there and ring it with the 

best of them.  

And here it is:  

1 2 3 4 5 6 

2 1 4 3 6 5 

2 4 1 6 3 5 

4 2 6 1 5 3 

4 6 2 5 1 3 

6 4 5 2 3 1 

6 5 4 3 2 1 

5 6 3 4 1 2 

5 3 6 1 4 2 

3 5 1 6 2 4 

3 1 5 2 6 4 

1 3 2 5 4 6 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

     Of course, it's all over pretty damn quick. So, to make it all last longer, we put bobs in. The thing with Original 

is that you can put a bob in almost anywhere - every two blows, to be precise. 

     A bob in Original Minor looks the same as a Plain Bob bob, but with one seemingly innocuous, yet major, dif-

ference: the treble may not be leading at the time! Early on in your experience of Original this can be very off-

putting, as we've all got rather used to the treble leading when a bob is made. But in Original it could be the 5th, 

the tenor (or the 11th if we're ringing Original Maximus, say). This is because it's a principle, in which all bells 

are equal. The treble is no longer special (or inferior, as some ill-advised folk consider it); in Original it's just a 

regular guy, an equal player. 

      So what do you do at a bob? It is rather easy to dismiss the niceties of Original bobs with a wave of the hand 

and a just-do-a-plain-bob-bob type of mentality. Those who perpetrate such myths ought to know better. In most 

normal methods, a conductor can call a bob whenever he or she feels the treble is vaguely approaching the lead, 

and the ringers will know what to do and when, taking their cues from the treble and a general awareness of the 

blue line. In Original there are no such guidelines. In Original, timing is everything. Touches of Original are won 

and lost according to the timing of the conductor's bob calling. 

      Provided you are not the conductor, your job is to be alert and to be ready with a quick response, bob-wise. 

You will be happily ringing away, when suddenly a bob will be called. How you react to this will depend on your 

personality. There are generally two types of people in this regard: 

Type 1 - the passive responder, or ‘’panicker’’ 

     Most of us fall into this category. Because bobs can occur anywhere, any time, a passive responder tends to 

blank out the possibility entirely, so that when a bob is called it usually comes as a complete shock, despite be-

ing an expected one. The normal response is one of panic, of the what do I do/where am I? variety. 

Type 2 - the active anticipator, or ‘’stresser’’ 

     These are the people who, in normal methods, build themselves up prior to each lead end anticipating exactly what 

they would do should a bob then be called. In normal methods, therefore, such people show heightened levels of stress and anxiety 

as the treble nears the lead, culminating in a frenzy of highly-focused concentration so as to negotiate a bob that is actually called; 

or alternatively display considerable relief, accompanied by a noticeable relaxation of facial expression, should a bob not be called. 

     Needless to say it is very difficult for type 2 individuals to ring Original, as in theory they will be in rapid oscillation between 

states of stress and relief, as bob-making opportunities come and go every two changes. The only viable strategy for such people is 

to remain in a state of constant stress and agitation. However, this is very tiring and probably impractical. Extreme cases are best 

advised to give up trying and go home and have a lie down instead. 

      The solution, for Original, is to know exactly where you are at all times. While, for some of us, knowing the name of the town or 

village we are ringing in or even the country in which we are domiciled would be considered a satisfactory achievement, in Original 

we need to know the exact place we are currently occupying in the change, and whether we are hunting up the change (so our place 

number is increasing by one each time), or down the change (decreasing by one). 

    Any conductor of Original on even numbers worth his or her salt will call a bob at backstroke. Any conductor of Original on even 

numbers who calls a bob at handstroke isn't worth anything and should be discarded as soon as diplomatically possible. (Of course, 

for Original on odd numbers the opposite will be the case, so don't get rid of such aberrant misfits on a non-recoverable basis.) 

     So, it is Minor and at a backstroke, and a bob has been called. What do you do? The action all takes place over the next two 

blows. The first blow (which is the handstroke immediately following the bobbed backstroke) is what those-in-the-know refer to as 

the preparatory stroke. The next blow - the next backstroke - is the action stroke.                                                                         
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Let us look in detail at the various possibilities. Remember, you are counting your place continuously so you will know what place 

you are in at every successive backstroke. Let's start as if we are ringing the treble in rounds, and Go Original is called. 

Position of a bell at backstroke when bob is called:  1st’s place 

Hunting up or down                                                        up 

Change in plain course when bob is called                1 2 3 4 5 6 

Action over next two changes  

Unaffected position, so continue hunting up to 2nd and 3rd 

place, arriving at the 3-up position at the next backstroke. 

Resulting changes                                                           1 2 3 4 5 6  

                                                                                           2 1 4 3 6 5 

                                                                                           2 4 1 3 5 6 

Position of a bell at backstroke when bob is called:  3rd’s place 

Hunting up or down                                                       up 

Change in plain course when bob is called               2 4 1 6 3 5 

Action over the next two changes. 

Make the bob, so lie two blows in 4th place, arriving at the 4-

down position at the next backstroke. You are now hunting down 

to lead. You are also entering a zone of unaffected positions, so 

you can relax for a bit until the next time you are in th 3-up posi-

tion at backstroke. 

Resulting changes                                                   2 4 1 6 3 5  

                                                                               4 2 6 1 5 3 

                                                                               4 6 2 1 3 5 

Position of bell at backstroke when bob is called:    5th’s place 

Hunting up or down                                                      up 

Change in plain course when bob is called               4 6 2 5 1 3 

Action over next two changes 

Dodge 5-6 up, so go to 6th place then dodge immediately 

back to 5th place. You are now back where you started two 

blows ago—i.e. in the 5-up position, so be ready for either:   

(a) another bob, or (b) no bob 

If (a) another bob is called, then just repeat the process (i.e. do 

another 5-6 up dodge). If (b) no bob, you just go back to hunt-

ing (so your next move is to lie twice in 6th place, so ending up 

in the 6-down position at the next backstroke). These options 

are indicated by the arrows below: 

Resulting changes                                                  4 6 2 5 1 3  

                                                                              6 4 5 2 3 1 

                                                                              6 5 4 2 1 3 

                                                                                             1 

                                                                                    (a)   (b) 

Position of bell at backstroke when bob is called:    6 th’s place 

Hunting up or down                                                     down 

Change in plain course when bob is called               6 5 4 3 2 1 

Action over next two changes 

Dodge 5-6 down, so go to 5th place then dodge immediately 

back to 6th place. You are now back where you started two 

blows ago—i.e. in the 6– down position, so be ready for either:   

(a) another bob, or (b) no bob 

If (a) another bob is called, then just repeat the process (i.e. do 

another 5-6 down dodge). If (b) no bob, you just go back to hunt-

ing (so your next move is to hunt down through 5th and 4th 

place, so ending up in the 4-down position at the next back-

stroke). These options are indicated by the arrows below: 

Resulting changes                                                  4 6 2 5 1 3  

                                                                              6 4 5 2 3 1 

                                                                              6 5 4 2 1 3 

                                                                                           1 

                                                                                    (b)   (a) 

This is a good time to allow you to digest what's above before we continue to the next part in the January Newsletter.                                                                                 

Robert Chadburn 

  50 RINGING THINGS and a tower open day in Hampshire 

   Having been persuaded by a fellow bell ringer I commenced my ‘50 Ringing Things’ 

journey on the 4 th. December 2022. I started with ringing at a 3 bell tower in 

Whatcote, Warwickshire. I am making good progress and have really enjoyed doing a 

variety of things that I otherwise would not have done. These include replacing a stay 

and cleaning the ringing chamber.  

   One of the things I have enjoyed the most is ringing at other towers. It is always 

daunting that first pull on the rope but I have met some wonderful people and every-

one is so friendly. So it was with some delight that with two other bell ringers we trav-

elled to Hampshire on Saturday 30 th September to take part in the Winchester & 

Portsmouth Diocesan Guild – Alton &Peters field District Fundraising Tower Open Day 

to raise funds to support Ropley.  

   We started the day at St Lawrence in Alton and I am delighted to say that at the 3 rd 

church of the day St Mary’s, Bentworth (6 bells, 7-0-25) I achieved my 50 th Tower. I 

still have a way to go to achieve my gold certificate, including the very unnerving 

thought of a quarter peal. Thank you to all those who have supported me along the 

way.                                       Jane Millward, from St Mary’s Tysoe, Warwickshire. 

Jane, Pat and Kathy 
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DIARY OF GUILD SATURDAY MONTHLY MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

2023 

OCTOBER 7th  TODDINGTON 6 tenor 6½ cwt in B  GL54 5DJ 

OCTOBER 14th  CHURCHILL 8 tenor 10–3–9 in G  OX7 6NU 

OCTOBER 21st  TODENHAM 6 tenor 12–2–10 in F GL56 9PL STRIKING COMPETITION & AGM 

NOTE EARLIER START, 12:00 NOON.  TEAM NAMES TO ALISON LEE IN ADVANCE PLEASE 

OCTOBER 28th  TYSOE 6 tenor 12–0–18 in F CV35 0SH 

NOVEMBER 4h  DUMBLETON 6 tenor 11 cwt in G   WR11 7TL 

NOVEMBER 11th  ALDERMINSTER 6 tenor 12–0–26 in F  CV37 8PF 

NOVEMBER 18th  CROPTHORNE 6 tenor 10 cwt in F♯ WR10 3LU NOTE EARLIER START 7pm 

NOVEMBER 25th  BRAILES 6 tenor 29–0–19 in C  OX15 5HU 

DECEMBER 2nd PEBWORTH 10 tenor  11–3–9 in F♯ CV37 8UL 

DECEMBER 9th  PILLERTON HERSEY 5 tenor 7–0–10 in Bb CV35 0QJ 

DECEMBER 16th  BADSEY 8 tenor 15–0–4 in F WR11 7JZ NOTE EARLIER START 7pm 

DECEMBER 23rd Quarter peal opportunities for those that want it. Please contact Alison Lee. 

DECEMBER 30th  Quarter peal opportunities for those that want it. Please contact Alison Lee. 

2024 

JANUARY 6th  THE BELL TOWER, EVESHAM 12 tenor 35–2–20 in C♯ WR11 4RW 

JANUARY 13th  SHIPSTON ON STOUR 6 tenor 9–2–1 in G CV36 4AP 

JANUARY 20th  CHILDSWICKHAM 6 tenor 11–3–26 in F #   WR12 7HE 

JANUARY 27th  GREAT RISSINGTON 6 tenor 11–1–3 in F #   GL54 2LL 

For any alterations to this programme, check the FSG web-site (http://www.fourshires.org.uk), also BELL-

BOARD website bb.ringingworld.co.uk (diary section) Meetings are from 7.30pm until 9.00pm unless 

otherwise stated. All are welcome. You do not have to be a FSG member and we 

are especially pleased if members of the local band wish to come along and ring. 

The Guild carries Public Liability insurance through the Ecclesiastical Insurance 

Group for all its activities. Non-members attending these activities are also covered 

by this insurance, providing they abide fully by the Guild’s Health & Safety and 

Child Protection policies. (Both policies now appear on the FSG web-site, so their 

contents are available to all, whether members or non-members.)  

On July 15th 2023, Phil Milward one of the current bell ringers and ex– tower captain of Childs-

wickham was married to Chris Watson at Childswickham church. 

Phil has been a ringer off and on all his life, many years at Childswickham. He taught many people to 

ring when they were in need of a new team in 2013 at Childswickham, two of those he taught rang for 

him on his wedding day. Also his cousin Charlie and girlfriend Lorraine climbed the ladder in wedding 

outfits to ring for him as well.  

http://www.fourshires.org.uk
bb.ringingworld.co.uk
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JOHN TAYLOR & C0. 

BELLFOUNDERS BELLHANGERS 

CARILLON BUILDERS 

Tower Bells  Chimes  Handbells  Bell ropes 

Design service  Building work  Access systems 

Profile matching  Restoration  Augmentations 

Wrought iron clapper repairs 

See our website www.taylorbells.co.uk for specifications services and the latest information 

The Bellfoundry, Freehold Street, Loughborough, 

Leicestershire LE11 1AR, England 

Tel: 01509 212241 Fax:01509 263305 

Email:office@taylorbells.co.uk 

The Guild has a Bell  

Restoration Fund, from 

which the Committee is 

empowered to offer 

grants towards suitable 

aspects concerning rings 

of bells within the 

Guild’s area of  

operation. Such aspects 

may include a range of 

needs, from  

maintenance to  

augmentations.  

Rules and Constitution 

of the Fund are in the 

Guild Rule Book, and 

application forms are 

available from me. 

(These forms are email-

able.)  

Chris Povey ‘BRF grant 

coordinator’ 

NEED A CLEAN-OUT OF YOUR TOWER? THEN TRY FUSION CLEANING      

SERVICES  

                Guild Lapel badges 

 

Guild lapel badges are available. They are slight-

ly different to the previous version, as it is now 

the same as the clothing badges. It is slightly 3D 

too. 

£4 each  From the ringing master. 

Quiz answers 

1. By definition a bob swaps three bells, so the answer to all parts of the question is three. 

2.  As everyone said you have to compose it (or get someone to do it for you), and you have to ring it and decide on a name.  How-

ever it is way more complicated than that.  The complete requirements  are listed in th CCCBR Framework for method ringing 

which is here if you are interested  https://cccbr.github.io/method_ringing_framework/index.html but the basics are: 

 An unnamed Method may be named by the band that first rings it in a Performance that is reported by the Ringing World, provid-

ing: 

a) The Performance is either at least a Quarter Peal or contains an Extent of the Method; 

b) The Performance is a True Round Block, or a Round Block with Accepted Truth; 

c) The Name does not conflict with any of the requirements of this Section 5 (Method Naming) or Section 8 (Method Extension); and 

d) The Composition used is included in the report. 

3. a  Tower, b Tail end, c slider, d, stedman, e, peal, f, rope 

mailto:Please%20send%20articles%20to%20be%20published%20%20however%20large%20or%20small%20to%20the%20editor%20by%20March%2031st%20for%20the%20Spring%20edition.
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