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Founded Oct 18" 1909
Refounded 30th March 1973

The Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Annual Dinner

To be held at

The Charlecote Pheasant Hotel on

Saturday 24th February 2024 At 6.30 for 7.00pm see page 7.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE DUE !

The Guild annual ringing tour

Bath Abbey 10 bells anticlockwise tenor 33-0-25

And surrounding towers

Saturday 6th July 2024, keep this date free.

Editorial

The beginning of this quarter saw the very
successful striking competition at Toden-
ham followed by the AGM where a seismic
change of President took place see pg 12.
Another good run of first time quarters
and other ringing of note, this is great to
see. If any other ringers want assistance
with quarters in any way let me know as

Four Shires Guild

this can be arranged, 10 bells quarters and
above can also be arranged as we have the
wonderful Evesham bell tower available for
us to use.

Saturday practices are sometimes poorly
attended especially by inexperienced ring-
ers and members of your own tower, the
very reason we visit your tower is to make
up numbers to help with progression of

1

what you may be working on, see pg13.
Please support the Guild annual dinner in
February names ASAP to us so we can final-
ise numbers. And please keep the date free
for the Guild annual ringing tour which is a
trip to Bath. There is likely to be a minibus
available for this trip if enough members
are interested, Please let me know ASAP if
interested in this. Alison Lee

Newsletter 179, January 2024



Officers and Committee Members of the Guild

President

Mr Richard Lewis-Skeath
3 Silk Mill Cottages

Mill Lane,Badsey

Worcs. WR11 7EP
07747802555
asumringer@gmail.com

Guild Master

Mr Peter Quinn

22 Mountford Close
Wellesbourne

Warks CV35 9QQ
01789 840827
peterquinn22@gmail.com

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

VICE-PRESIDENTS

Mr Chris Povey

Three Ways
Wormington, Broadway
Worc.WR12 7NL
01386 584388

chrismpovey@gmail.com

The Rev Dr Peter Newing
36 Born Court

New Street

Ledbury

Herefords HR8 2DX
01531 635040

GUILD OFFICERS

Ringing Master
Alison Lee

8 Hinton Road
Childswickham
Worcs. WR12 7HY
07730579065
alison.lee.bellringer@
gmail.com

Hon Secretary

Claire Penny

Mock Morris, Boat Lane
Offenham

WR11 8QZ
07903963233
clairepenny99@btinternet
.com

Chaplain

Rev Dr Peter Newing

Accounts Examiner
Martin Penny

Hon Treasurer

Mr Michael Dane

28 Newbold Road
Wellesbourne

Warks CV35 9QE

01789 470491
landm.dane@btinternet.com

BRF coordinator

CCCBR Representative

Mrs Christina Ireland ~ Mrs Lena Stranks Mr chris Povey

178 Cheltenham Road 07711101157
Evesham

Mr Chris Povey
chrismpovey@gmail.com
Guild Peal Recorder
Mrs Sandra Parker
bidfordparker@gmail.com

Worcs Programme Secretary

01386 49965
Christinaireland46@
gmail.com

Mr Len Morley

morleylen@gmail.com
Mrs Christina Ireland
Christinaireland46@
gmail.com

Membership Secretary

Mr Stuart Cum-
mings

8 Orchard Close
Lower Brailes
Banbury

Oxon OX15 5AH

Mr Graham Lee

8 Hinton Road
Childswickham
Broadway

Worcs. WR12 7HY

Safeguarding Officer

Mr Matthew Turvey
07742606299

Mid-week Tours

General Contact

Mrs Isobel Murphy
Glasfryn

Great Wolford

Warks. CV36 5NQ

01608 674005
Isobel.murphy@Btinternet.com

Health and safety officer
Mr C Povey

News letter editor
Alison Lee

8 Hinton Road
Childswickham
Broadway, WR12 7HY
alison.lee.bellringer@
gmail.com

Mr Len Morley

32 The Hobbins
Shipston on Stour
Warwickshire

CV37 4QE
morleylen@gmail.com

Dr Nicholas Allsopp

3 Fosseway Drive
Moreton-in-Marsh

Glos. GL56 ODU

01608 650897
allsoppn@googlemail.com

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS

FSG subs are due on 1st January 2024 The rates are £5 for adults and £2 for juniors. Please pay as soon after the due date as pos-

sible, an annual subscription is required to retain membership. If paying by cash please use the payment slip at the back of this

Newsletter. Payment may be made to Michael Dane, Hon Treasurer.

THE GUILD’S NEW BANKING DETAILS ARE: Bank, LLOYDS; Acct No,67433862 ; Account name, FOUR SHIRES GUILD; Sort Code,

30-98-97. For ‘Reference’, please insert your name and tower (or unattached), otherwise you and your payment will be untraceable!!
You will not need a receipt, as the bank transfer process allows a copy of the transfer document to be printed off.

PLEASE email updated 2024 contact for circulation of newsletter to alison.lee.bellringer@gmail.com
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THE FOUR SHIRES GUILD OF BELLRINGERS

Minutes of the committee meeting held at Church House, Evesham on Monday 13th November 2023

Present: Peter Quinn (PQ); Alison Lee (AL); Claire Penny (PCP); Chris Povey (CP); Christina Ireland (Cl); Graham Lee (GL); Len Morley
(LM); Matthew Turvey (MT); Michael Dane (MD); Nick Allsopp

1. Apologies for absence- Stuart Cummings

2. Agree minutes of the last meeting The minutes of the meeting held on 31st July 2023 were agreed as a true record and signed by
PQ.
3. Matters arising from the minutes.- None

4. Reports: a. Guild Master See item 5, b. Secretary New members. The following were elected unanimously:

Fladbury : Christine Baxter, Julian Richardson, Tredington : Bridget Taylor, Harie Claire, Tysoe : Alison Cross , Graham Collier, Kelvin
Johnston, Linda Leonard, Unattached: Nigel Dicks, Sally Dicks

The handbells are now included on the Guild’s insurance policy with Ecclesiastical Insurance

It was agreed that, if possible, they should be used rather than just come out on special occasions. After discussion it was agreed
that Neil Garner (Pebworth) should be asked if he would like to keep them on behalf of the Guild. Neil currently has the Bell Tower
handbells and uses them regularly, including at the Four Shires

Christmas Party. ACTION: PCP to talk to Neil Garner

. Treasurer MD provided a written report on the Guild’s finances

MD reported that no subscriptions for 2023 had been paid by the Bretforton band. ACTION: PCP & AL to chase up the Bretforton
ringers.

The sale of clothing at the AGM was successful. The committee thanked Kathy McCarthy for her hard work

d. Ringing Master AL reported that the numbers were still variable at the Saturday practices, and that beginners still needed encour-
agement to attend as they felt they were not ‘good enough'.

There was discussion around a change of format. Options included: Targeted practices, afternoon practices instead of evening
(suggestion to trial for 1 Saturday a month), going more frequently to popular towers and towers where the local ringers were en-
gaged. LM suggested that we email tower captains directly to find out what assistance they require. AL suggested we put something
in the magazine asking what help everyone needs. ACTION: PCP and AL

e. Safeguarding Officer, MT reported that some towers were asking questions which suggested they did not have a good grasp of
safeguarding in general. It was agreed that the Guild should update their safeguarding policy. ACTION: MT and committee, MT re-
ported that it was now Church of England policy that all ringers should do basic awareness training. He asked if the Guild should
have some officers/committee members do the Leadership training. ACTION: MT to investigate further. MT suggested that his con-

tact details should be in the magazine and on the website so people could contact him directly with queries.
f. Programme Secretary Nothing to report.
g. Newsletter Editor Nothing to report.

h. Website and IT, PCP asked everyone to continue to proofread the website. CP reported that the Saturday practices were now on a
Google calendar and asked if anyone wanted access so that they could keep it updated. LM to have access.

i. Health & Safety, it was agreed that the policy should be reviewed. ACTION: CP and Committee
J. Peal Secretary, The peal book has been returned to CP.

k. CCCBR Update No report.
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5. Bell repair fund:

Cropthorne - The work is complete and PCP reported that she had attended the local practice and there were no issues. Payment of

the grant was approved.

Winchcombe - the Guild had received an application from Winchcombe for general maintenance and improvements to the ropes and
pulleys. It was suggested that a grant of £200 be awarded. Proposed PQ, seconded MD, unanimously agreed.

PCP noted that only one quote had been obtained and asked that, although it was the PCC’s job to make sure that correct proce-
dures were followed when authorising work, what was the BRF position when only one option was presented in an application. It was
agreed that each case should be looked at on an individual basis.

6. Guild activities:

i. Minimus competition, The next competition would be in 2025
ii. Striking Competition & AGM

AL reported that the striking competition was well attended with 16 different towers represented. The committee thanked Len for
organising the event so efficiently. There had been some complaints about spectators in the church during the competition. It was
agreed that in future if the competition was held at ground floor ring people should be kept well back from the ringing area.

The 2024 AGM and Striking Competition will be on 19th October 12-6pm. NA offered Moreton in Marsh as a venue. TBC.
iii. Guild Dinner

Because of difficulty with the dates the Dinner has been booked for 24th February 2024 at the Charlecote Pheasant. Maximum of 50
people. Menu to be circulated and put on the website, last date for orders 27th January 2024.

iv. Guild Tour 2024

AL has booked Bath Abbey but nothing else yet. Currently looking at organising a coach as parking was difficult in Bath. The possi-
bility of a walking tour was suggested.

v. Inter-shires competition

This will be the first competition since 2019. This event is organised by
the Guild President. Date agreed as 16th November, and the test piece
would be the same touch of minor for all entrants, and include ringing up
and down. ACTION: Richard Lewis-Skeath.

7. Guild Clothing. Anniversary branded clothing now available.
8. Any other business

NA had been asked by the Ringing World if we wanted to add an article to
the quarter peals rung for the recent anniversary of the refounding of the
Guild. It was agreed to publish the quarters with a link to the website.

9. Date & location of next meeting

Monday 12th February 2024 at the Parish Centre, Wellesbourne, starting
at 7pm.

What have members been doing this qtr

“I was very proud when | got my certificate. A huge thank you to
those who got me to this point. | look forward to completing the next |[KeE gtV W\ [ @F1a {a A E-{ el VT, To M (Y [SVE B B U 1T e o
stage, level 2 of learning the ropes in 2024”. Carmen ropes certificate
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Some members enjoyed a trip to Whites of Appleton in early November. Organised by the Ladies
Guild
The tour was led by Brian White who gave us a whistle stop tour of his premises, the chance to try their mini ring and a brief his-

tory of the business. Several generations of Whites have preceded Brian since 1824. The
company started in nearby Besselsleigh.

The first part of the current building was the workshop purchased in 1921 by Brian’s
Grandfather, a small area packed full of sliders, wheels, tools and wonderful things, it was
an Aladdin’s cave of wood work. Brian remembers grandfather using Japanese oak and a
kettle of boiling water for bending the wood into sliders etc. Now the workshop uses Ash
steamed for 3 hrs to make the wheels, laminated ash for the sliders and sapele for the
spokes. They also had a second workshop at the other end of the village and in 1970 they

B %, obtained planning for the large
main workshop you see below
left. They don’t cast the bells at

Appleton but they do tune them,

far left shows a bell upside down

during the tuning process, Brian

7 explained if it was done any other

" way it would produce a thick thin
sound bow and a wobbly note.

< » Together with wrought iron clap-

Here the photo shows a cracked bell
from a church in Norfolk after being in
a fire, it will be tig welded with bell
metal welding rods after the crack is
V'd out and welded in the V. If the
weld goes through an inscription it will
be plaster casted then built back up.
Photo to the right are the bells from
Ashchurch, Tewkesbury waiting to be
rehung and one little bell from an-
other tower. Brian explained the skill
of being a good bell hanger is fitting
the bells when they are all different
shapes.

A great day, thanks to Brian White
for his time and memories.
Alison Lee

Right

Ruth Travis, of Tredington with her
50 Ringing Things Challenge 'Make a
Visual Aid for Training'.

| really enjoyed making this alt-
hough my thumbs are still a bit ten-
der where | missed the odd nail dur-
ing the 144 | knocked in! It now
hangs proudly in St Gregory's in
Tredington.

€
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WHAT'S ON ABOUT THE FOUR SHIRES GUILD TOWERS & CONTACTS COMPETITIONS BELL RESTORATION FUND

THE FOUR SHIRES GUILD

Welcome to the Four Shires

Guild of Bell Ringers.

We hope you find everything you need here, but if
not please contact us using the form below.

https://www.fourshiresquild.com/

THE FOUR SHIRES GUILD NEW LOGO

To continue our celebration of the 50th anniversary of the re-

founding of the Guild, we have been able to use our gold logo on
our clothing.

Here is the stunning new logo, as it will appear on the clothing. It
will be available as a limited edition for approximately one year, so
get your orders in.

To get you started there will be a discount of 10% on 2 or more
items delivered to the same address. How good is that!

In the first instance please email your order to Kathy McCarthy:
khmccarthy@fastmail.fm

See below For details of all our clothing and sizes available.

GUILD-BADGED CLOTHING
THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE AVAILABLE:-

Polo shirts: £20.00 Full-zip ladies fleece: £33.00
Sweatshirts: £21.00 Half-zip fleece: £37.00
Full-zip fleece: £33.00 Cashmere touch acrylic v-neck jumper £34.00

In the first instance please email your order to Kathy McCarthy:-khmccarthy@fastmail.fm There are no extra carriage charges on the
prices above. All profits from the sale of clothing go to the Guild Bell Restoration Fund.

Colours: The range of colours can be seen on the Guild’s website, which is http://www.fourshires.org.uk

Some idea of sizing can be gauged from the following:-

(Chest size in inches) Small Medium Large X-large XX-large

Polo shirts 36-38 40 42 44 46-48

Sweat shirts 35-37 38-40 41-43 44-46 47-49 http://www.promotional-

Men’s full zip fleece 35-37 38-40 41-43 44-46 47-49 store.com/en-GB/henbury/
cashmere-touch-acrylic-v-neck-

Half zip fleece 35-37 38-40 41-43 44-46 47-49 jumper/

Dress size:

Ladies’ full zip fleece 10 12 14 16 18
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The Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Annual Dinner

To be held at

The Charlecote Pheasant Hotel On

Saturday 24th February 2024
At 6.30 for 7.00pm

Menu

To Start
Tomato and Basil Soup
Chicken Liver Parfait
Main Course

Roast Loin of Pork
With stuffing, seasonal vegetables, roast potatoes and jus or

Beetroot and Butternut Squash Risotto

Dessert
Sticky Toffee Pudding and Custard

Baked New York Cheesecake with Mixed Berry Compote
Cost per person £32.50

ORDERS TO ONE OF THE FOLLOWING BY 27TH JAN 2024 AT THE LATEST PLEASE
Alison Lee: 07730579065 alison.lee.bellringer@gmail.com
Claire Penny: 07903963233 clairepenny99@btinternet.com
Peter Quinn: 07785793500 peterquinn22@gmail.com
Michael Dane 01789 470491 landm.dane@btinternet.com

There will be a Speaker and the Striking Competition trophies will be presented.

Please send articles to be published however large or small to the editor by March 18th

for the April Newsletter.
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ARCHIVES: 50 years ago

October 1973

Committee meeting held on 16 th October 1973 at the Red Lion, Chipping Campden, Present : H O Hart (Chairman), A J Brazier, M F
Fairfax. G R Harper, S C Holdom and Revd R F Rothery.

Previous Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on 13 th April 1973 were read, and confirmed and signed by the Chairman.
Matters arising from the Minutes:-

1. Rules -the proposed rules were agreed in the final form to be presented for approval at the Annual General Meeting. It was agreed
to recommend that, unless there was a fundamental disagreement at the meeting that the rules be accepted in this form. At the 1974
Annual General meeting any amendment required could then be incorporated.

2. Annual General Meeting -Arrangements were reported by the secretary for the Annual General meeting at lImington together with
details available for ringing during the afternoon and evening. These were approved. Guild officials 1974: in the absence of any other
nominations, it was agreed to recommend the present officers be elected for 1974. Subscriptions: It was agreed to suggest that vari-
ous forms of subscriptions be considered,

i), by towers and members, ii) by members, iii) with an addition for members requesting to be added to the mailing list. It was accept-
ed that it would be unlikely, that in 1974, subscriptions would be adequate to cover expenditure particularly the initial costs, and the
costs of making lists for ringing arrangements and newsletters.

Next meetings: Rearrangements for the next meeting were to be made by the secretary when considered necessary. All the members
were available for informal consultation, and it was agreed that this method be adopted as far as possible.

Signed Henry O. Hart

18 th March 1974

March 1974

Committee meeting held on 18 th March 1974 at the Red Lion, Chipping Campden, Present : H O Hart (Chairman), A ] Brazier, M F
Fairfax, C E Evans, G R Harper, S C Holdom, Revd R F Rothery.

Minutes of previous meeting: The minutes for the previous meeting held on 16 th October were read, confirmed and signed by the
Chairman. Guild dinner: Arrangements for the dinner at the Three Ways Hotel, Mickleton, was discussed and agreed. Ringing competi-
tion: A programme for the ringing competition to be held on Saturday April 27 th was agreed, and the appointment of judges was
delegated to the secretary. Proposals for a new set of rules for the competition was discussed. With the desire to allow the maximum
opportunity for ringers to enter, the following rules were agreed.

i) All ringers must be ringing members of the Four Shires Guild of bellringers.

ii) Each team shall consist of 5 or 6 ringers. Five bell teams will have the number of faults awarded by the judges increased by one-
fifth.

iii) At least four ringers with each team shall be attached to, or regularly ring with, the named towers

iv) A tower may enter more than one team

v) A ringer may ring with two teams, and only one team from each tower

vi) The competition will be divided into four categories

a) raising the bells in peal - time allowed, 5 minutes, faults will be awarded against teams exceeding this time

b) call changes - approximately 5 minutes

¢) method ringing - 120 changes in any method, one false start allowed, faults recorded on the false start will be cancelled

d) falling the bells in peal - time allowed 5 minutes, faults will be recorded against teams exceeding this time.

vii) Where two or more categories are attempted, the two categories with the least faults will be considered in placing the teams in
order of merit.

viii) Certificates will be awarded to each team taking part in the competition stating the faults awarded in each category and a placing
in order of merit.

ix) Teams will be allowed a maximum of 2 substitutes for the second part of the competition.

x) Faults will be awarded by the judges and their decisions on this account will be final.

xi) On all other matters the decisions of the committee will be final.

xii) The team having the lowest number of faults in the categories used to assess the order of merit for both parts of the early compe-
titions will be awarded the Spencer Jones silver cup which may be held by their representatives for 11 months, after which time it will
be handed back to the Guild Master. In the event of a tie, custody of the cup will be decided by the Committee.

The meeting was then closed by the Chairman.

Signed

Henry O Hart

8 th October 1974
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Archives 100 yrs ago
March 22nd 1924

A committee meeting was held in the School Room, Ebrington, on Sat, March 22nd 1924. to arrange the programme of the half yearly
meeting and competition of the Guild which it was decided at the last meet to hold at Ebrington, subject to the consent of the Rev W G
Guerrier vicar of Ebrington. There were present, Rev W G Guerrier, (in the chair), Messrs W Large, H Withers, H Baker, H Colley, T Shep-
ard, H Tison, F Caldicote, S Bennett, G Hands and the secretary.

Letters of apology for nonattendance was read from Rev G E Hitchcock, Rev A D Ager and Rev S W B Holbrook. After the minutes were
read and accepted, the Vicar of Ebrington kindly gave permission for the competition to be held at Ebrington, on condition that the
ringing of the bells in the evening did not exceed one hour, including raising and falling. The Vicar said that he was obliged to make
this condition because some people living near the church complained if there was excessive ringing. The secretary thanked the Rev
gentleman for so kindly placing the bells at the disposal of the Guild and said the Guild would be only too pleased to carry out his
wishes in the matter.

It was decided to commence the competition at 2 0’clock prompt, to hold a special service in the Church at 4:30, and to meet for tea
at 5:15. It was decided that the Rev G E Hitchcock, Vicar of Campden be invited to preach at the service, It was decided that Mr W
Large and Mr ] Hemming be again asked to judge the competition. The Secretary said that he had made a Roll of names of the mem-
bers of the Guild and it was decided that only those whose names are on the Roll are eligible to take part in the competition and to
ring for the tower to which they are attached. Some discussion took place regarding revising the rules of the Guild, to bring them
more up to date, and more in line with the rules of the larger associations, and also was it advisable to issue an annual report of the
Guild. It was decided to bring these matters before the annual meeting for its consideration. A hearty vote of thanks to the Rev W J
Guerrier for his services in the Chair and also for his very kind hospitality in providing refreshments brought the meeting to a close.
William J Guerrier ( Chairman).

Four shires Guild Christmas party
Another well represented evening with people coming from afar. We started the evening with ringing on the glorious bells, 17 at-

tendees rang various call changes and methods and a further few ringers remained in the church to help organise the food etc, a
total of 39 people attended.

After a healthy spread of food there were carols on the handbells to try and carols to sing with Steve Bowley on the piano accompa-
nied by Lizzie Tennant on the mandolin and Barry Humphrey on the clarinet. Richard Lewis Skeath and Mathew Turvey joined in with
accordions later in the evening. A great spread of food and raffle prizes enabled us to raise £45 but after expenses for the use of

the church we did not make a profit this year. Alison Lee. ( Photos by Roger Hunt, thankyou ).
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Peals, Quarter peals and Ringing of note

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Saturday, 21 October 2023 in 2h 47 Strensham, Worcestershire St John the Baptist Tenor:
11-0-8 in G 5024 Winchester Delight Major Composed by R J Angrave 1 Robert Tregillus 2 Rachel D Page 3 Neil J Garner 4 Rose-
mary K Hemmings 5 Steve Bowley 6 Richard Lewis-Skeath 7 Roger H Hunt 8 Michael Chester (C)

Gloucester & Bristol Diocesan Association On Sunday, 29 October 2023 Leckhampton, Gloucestershire St Peter Tenor: 9-1—
14 in AR 1344 Yorkshire Surprise Major 1 Mike Hartley 2 Alison Lee 3 Barbara Pettit 4 Pat Hickey 5 Chris Hickey 6 Reg Hitchings
7 Anthony P Foster 8 Stuart Tomlinson (C) 1st in method - 2

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Sunday, 5 November 2023 in 44m Offenham, Worcestershire St Mary and St Milburgh
Tenor: 10-3-2 in F# 1320 Plain Bob Doubles 1 Georgie Roberts 2 Richard Lewis-Skeath 3 Neil Garner 4 Claire Penny 5 Roger Hunt
(C) 6 Neil Walters Rung by benefice ringers immediately before the Service of Licensing and Installation of The Reverend Joanna
Fielding as Priest-in-Charge to this Benefice of East Vale and Avon Villages.

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Saturday, 18 November 2023 in 46m Childswickham, Worcestershire St Mary the Virgin
Tenor: 11-3-26 in F# 1260 Grandsire Doubles 1 Jess McCarthy 2 Jane Gilbert 3 Alison Lee (C) 4 Graham Lee 5 Neil J Garner 6 Nicho-
las Allsopp First on treble 1. First at conducting Grandsire doubles 3. This quarter is dedicated to Henry,(four legged friend of 2 and
6) for all the interruptions during this quarter.

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Sunday, 19 November 2023 in 17m Childswickham, Worcestershire St Mary the Virgin
Tenor: 11-3-26 in F# 66 Call Changes sixty on thirds 1 Graham Lee 2 Alison Lee (C) 3 Martin Robins 4 Bill Wadsworth 5 Andy
Grelak 6 Tim Watkin Rang for Sunday service

On Sunday, 26 November 2023 in 45m Hinton on the Green, Worcestershire St Peter Tenor: 10-1-8 in G 1280 Yorkshire Sur-
prise Major 1 Reg Hitchings 2 Alison Lee 3 Isabel Hitchings 4 Barbara Pettit 5 Stuart Tomlinson 6 Neil Garner 7 Anthony P Foster 8
Harry Stephenson (C) 400th together 1,3,4 & 5. 400th Quarter Peal 8.

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Sunday, 3 December 2023 in
43m Childswickham, Worcestershire St Mary the Virgin Tenor: 11-3
-26 in F# 1260 Grandsire Doubles 1 Martin Robins 2 Claire Penny 3
Alison Lee (C) 4 Graham Lee 5 Martin Penny 6 Stef Whittle First on
treble and first quarter 1

(Left to right) John Powell, Julian Richardson, Dan Barker (C), Cath
Gillespie, Rob Sadler, Anthony Palmer RIGHT

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Sunday, 10 December 2023
Fladbury, Worcestershire St John the Baptist Tenor: 12-3-3 in G#
Rounds, ? 1 Cath Gillespie 2 Julian Richardson 3 Rob Sadler 4 Anthony
Palmer 5 Dan Barker (C) 6 John Powell First Plain Hunt rung by the
band for service (and for ringers 1, 3, 4, 5 & 6).

I-r: Roger, Sheila, Lloyd, Thea, Alan, John, Rob D, Bill, Matthew, Rob N

& Nigel BELOW
Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Thursday,

21 December 2023 in 30m Bretforton, Worcester-
shire St Leonard Tenor: 8-3-11 in F# Queens and
Call Changes Roger Hunt (C) Rob Davis Thea Jen-
kins Bill Boyce Sheila Ryan Alan Curry Rob Newman
John Cleveland Matthew Turvey Nigel Smith &
George Jelfs are associated with the ringing. Rung
early morning on The Feast of St Thomas before
adjourning to The Fleece Inn for refreshments and
with the band’s congratulations to local ringer
George Jelfs on his 75th birthday.

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Saturday, 23
December 2023 in 44m Pebworth, Worcester-
shire St Peter Tenor: 11-3-9 in F# 1260 Grandsire
Triples 1 Neil Garner 2 Sarah L Elliott 3 Alison Lee
4 Martin Penny 5 Sally A Austin 6 Harry Stephenson
7 Daniel J Austin (C) 8 Mick J Austin For Christmas.
On the back 8.

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Saturday, 23
December 2023 in 44m Willersey, Gloucestershire St Peter Tenor: 12 in G 1320 Plain Bob Doubles 1 Rekha Pitt 2 Sarah Fletcher
3 Beccie Williams 4 Neil Garner 5 Robert Chadburn (C) 6 Chrissy Wainwright First Quarter Peal on an inside bell 2 Rung for Christmas

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Saturday, 23 December 2023 in 43m Willersey, Gloucestershire St Peter Tenor: 12 in G
1320 Plain Bob Doubles 1 Rekha Pitt 2 Beccie Williams 3 Chrissy Wainwright 4 Neil Garner 5 Robert Chadburn (C) 6 Lena Stranks
First Quarter Peal 6, First Quarter Peal on an inside bell 3, 60th Birthday Compliment to Chrissy Wainwright.
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Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Friday, 29 December 2023 in 45m Childs-
wickham, Worcestershire St Mary the Virgin Tenor: 11-3-26 in F# 1260 Plain Bob
Minor 1 Alison Lee 2 Christopher W Tennant 3 Elizabeth M Tennant 4 Graham Lee 5
Claire Penny 6 Martin Penny (C) Rang to celebrate the Golden Wedding anniversary of
Chris and Helen Povey.

‘Bretwickhamton Christmas Clatter’ r-I:(front row) Graham, Rob N,
Clare, Sheila, Fiona’s mum, (middle row) Roger, Heidi, Xenia, Marion, Fiona, Ed &
(rear row) Matthew, Bill B, Rob D, Bill W, & John. (Photo Roger Hunt).

Chris and Helen

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Friday, 29
December 2023 in 60m Bretforton, Worcester-
shire St Leonard Tenor: 8-3-11 in F# General
Ringing 1 Roger Hunt (C) 2 Rob Davis 3 Clare
Davies 4 Fiona Gibson 5 Marion Jones 6 Sheila
Ryan 7 Alan Curry 8 John Cleveland 9 Bill
Boyce 10 Rob Newman 11 Matthew Turvey 12
Graham Lee 13 Bill Wadsworth Rung for 'The
Christmas Clatter’, this year’s annual gather-
ing of the Bretwickhamton ringers (Bretforton,

Childswickham & Hinton-on-the-Green towers),
followed by refreshments and handbell ring-
ing whilst celebrating Fiona’s birthday today.

Worcestershire & Districts Association On
Saturday, 30 December 2023 in 3h 29 Evesham, Worcestershire The Bell Tower Tenor: 35-2-20 in C# 5040 St Martin’s Bob Caters
Composed by S J Bedford 1 Nicholas K Allsopp 2 Neil J Garner 3 Robert Tregillus 4 Roger H Hunt 5 Rachel D Page 6 Steve Bowley 7
Stephen W Horton 8 lan N Robinson 9 Michael Chester (C) 10 Nicholas D Jones Rung as a Golden Wedding Anniversary compliment
to Helen and Chris Povey, married at Chipping Campden on 29th December 1973. The treble ringer has now rung a peal on all 14
bells in the tower, in 14 peals. Believed to be the first peal in the method.

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Sunday, 31 December 2023 in 16m Childswickham, Worcestershire St Mary the Virgin Tenor:
11-3-26 in F# 66 Call Changes, Sixty on thirds 1 Sheila Ryan 2 Freddie Barwise 3 Martin Robins 4 Bill Wadsworth 5 Gill Joseph 6
Tim Watkin , Alison Lee (c)

b,uiz questions D. Offenham Delight Minor
1. The following methods can be sorted into 3 groups in which E. Grandsire Triples
all the methods are related. Can you match them up? If you F. Gryffindor Surprise Major
want a hint let me know.... G. Erin Caters

A. Wistow Singles H. Kent Treble Bob Royal

B. Double Bob Minimus I. Stedman Cinques

C. Original Doubles J. Plain Bob Maximus

2. What are the calls for * Sixty on Thirds’? Go on, prove that you haven’t just Googled it and write them out!

3. You are ringing a standard 5ths observation 120 of Plain Bob Doubles. You made the first bob, which bell are you ringing and

what do you do at the last bob . Claire Penny

Evesham Bell Tower

The regular open practices at Evesham bell tower, cohesion between the local guilds FSG, WADCRA S/B
and the G & B are proving a success. Very popular for all skill levels. If you fancy attending it is to be
held on the 4th Wednesday evening of the month. Please check with Chris Povey or Claire Penny for can-

cellations.

Please ensure your email contact or tower contact information is updated for 2024
when subscriptions are renewed.
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FSG Annual Striking Competition and AGM 2023
This year held at Todenham on Saturday October 21st.
We had a fantastic turn out for the striking competition 6 teams competed for the Brazier trophy and 5 teams for the Newing Sheild.
As many teams these days ring for Sunday service at several towers, teams were able to combine ringers from other towers and still
join in. The whole event was attended by 70 ringers and non ringers and 16 towers were represented in the ringing.
The day started at noon with ringing for the Brazier trophy followed by the Newing shield. Refreshments were served during this time
in the village hall, clothing merchandise was available to try on and orders were flying off the shelves.
A short service in the church lead by Peter Banton followed by the competition results and a short AGM back at the village hall.

Results and some of the judges comments as below, thanks to Jeanette Owen and her scribe, Tim, for nearly 3 hours of judging.

It's tough picking out particular bells because the best tend to go unnoticed. However, it's worth stating that, when tenors hit the
sweet spot with their striking, it enhances a beautiful performance. A noticeable example in the Newing Shield was the tenor ringer
of Team 3 (Moreton A), who had a perfect pace.

Both the tenor and treble need high quality ringers to help the rest of the team. In the Newing Shield, Team 5 (Long Compton) had
both, who did a fine job of steadying the ship, and the treble did an excellent job of navigating their way through from front to back
to front throughout, which must have been a huge help to the team.

The limington band, as many of you will have heard for yourselves, were the standout performance of the day, with all six of the ring-
ers striking to a high standard; they are a level for all to aspire to.

Team 6 in the Brazier, Fladbury with Cropthorne, | learnt were a complete band of inexperienced ringers, given this information they
did a fantastic job of doing as well as they did, calling their own changes and keeping the band right is no easy task even for experi-
enced ringers.

In the Brazier competition as there were no specific scores the general comments were lengthy performances that extended beyond 4
minutes continued to accrue faults for the whole performance which could have cost them 1st place.”

Results Brazier trophy. Newing Shield faults
1st Badsey 1st limimgton 34
2nd Moreton B

2nd Pebworth with Offenham 46

3rd Willersey
4th Moreton A 3rd Moreton A 68
5th Childswickham 4th Long Compton 92

6th Fladbury with Cropthorne Sth Moreton B 134

Trophies, Sheilds and awards will be presented at the Guild annual dinner on February 24th at the
Charlecote Pheasant.
After the results the meeting mainly discussed election and re-election of Officers and committee

members where a surprising change at the top happened. Alison Lee.

Described as a seismic event:-John Nicholls graciously handed over the president's chain of office to Richard Lewis-Sheath. Such a
thing had not taken place for a very long time. John was elected President of the Guild soon after the death of his predecessor, Tony
Brazier, early in 1996. His election was at the AGM, which was held on Saturday 28th April at Long Compton Church. His proposer was
David Tilbrook, with Steve Bowley as seconder. He therefore served as President for 27 years, a remarkably long time, in which to
many, | suspect, he became 'the face' of the Guild.
John was one of those at the inaugural meeting in the Church Rooms at Chipping Campden in March 1973, when there was an agree-
ment to restart the Guild (the event we celebrated last March). His memory of the years and events from then to now are still quite
vivid. In that time he faithfully supported the Saturday night practices (although it might be said the 'apres-practice' at the chosen PH
probably played a major role in some form in helping shape the future of the Guild). He took part in many quarter-peals, conducting a
large proportion of them, and ringing peals under the Guild banner.

Covid and age played a part in restricting his ringing activities, although the stiff climb to the Ringing Room at Campden was proba-
bly beginning to tell before then. He said he would be confined to ground floor ringing rooms for future ringing. The next restriction
was, of course, transport, as his own driving had to be reduced to daylight hours.

It is very fair to say John served the Guild well during his term of office and I for one wish to thank him for what he imparted to the
Guild. Chris Povey.
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Making Singles in Original Minor

Sometimes we might be called upon to make singles in original minor. These aren’t usually necessary for short touches, but they

are required for some longer touches and 720s.

It would be a good idea to have page 2 of the first article in front of you as you read this. Newsletter 178, October 2023 pg 15.

As always, it is assumed that you will be counting your position continuously as you ring original, so you will know where you are at
each successive backstroke, which is where the single (or bob) would be called. As before, the following examples assume you are
ringing the treble and we have started from rounds and had no calls so far.

Very Good News

If you are in any of the 1-up, 4-down or 2-down positions when a single is called, you are unaffected by the single, and so you pro-
ceed to plain hunt through the next 2 changes, just as you would do without any call (and indeed just like you would do at a bob as

well).

Quite good news

If you are in the 3-up position when a single is called, your action over the next two changes is identical to what you would do at a

bob, that is:

- lie two blows in 4th place, arriving at the 4-down position at the next backstroke.

OK-ish news

If you are in the 5-up position when a single is called, then tech-

nically you are unaffected by the call - but it won’t feel like it!
Here it is in full:

Position of bell at backstroke when single is called: 5th’s place
Hunting up or down up
Change in plain course when single is called 462513

Action over next two changes

Ring 2 blows in 6th place (i.e. lie behind) over the same bell.
You are now in the 6-down position ( as you would be if no call
had been made).

The difference, compared with no call, is that you ring your two
blows in 6th over the same bell, rather than over two different

bells.
The resulting changes are: 462513

645231

By Robert Chadburn

Next time we will look at calling original

Saturday night practices,

Leaving the best till last

The only really new thing to do at a single is when you are in
the 6-down position at the backstroke when the single is called.
This is what happens in full:

Position of bell at backstroke when single is called: 6 th’s place
Hunting up or down down
Change in plain course when single is called 654321

Action over next two changes

-Ring 2 blows in 5th place, over the same bell. You are now in
the 5-up position, so be ready for either:

@) a bob, or (b) another single (or nothing) to be called.

If (@) a bob is called, you do a 5-6 up dodge returning to the 5-up
position at the next backstroke.

If (b) another single (or nothing at all) is called, then you lie twice
in 6th place, ending up at the 6-down position at the next back-
stroke. These options are indicated by the arrows below:
Resulting changes 654321
563412
536412

1

o

If you are a new member of the FSG, what would entice you to come along?

Do you want to trial an occasional afternoon practice or maybe practice one dedicated method or piece
of ringing. Tower captains or tower contacts when we book the FSG visit currently for a Saturday night,
let us know what your band is working on or what method you would like us to help with in advance of
our visit so we can ensure ample ringers are their to help.

Contact Alison Lee on 07730579065 alison.lee.bellringer@gmail.com

Four Shires Guild
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DIARY OF GUILD SATURDAY MONTHLY MEETINGS AND EVENTS

2024

JANUARY 6th THE BELL TOWER, EVESHAM 12 tenor 35-2-20 in C# WR11 4RW

JANUARY 13th SHIPSTON ON STOUR 6 tenor 9-2-1 in G CV36 4AP

JANUARY 20th CHILDSWICKHAM 6 tenor 11-3-26 in F # WR12 7HE

JANUARY 27th GREAT RISSINGTON 6 tenor 11-1-3 in F # GL54 2LL

FEBRUARY 3rd HARVINGTON 6 tenor 8-1-14in A WR11 8DH

FEBRUARY 10th WELLESBOURNE 8 tenor 10-0-24 in G CV35 9LT

FEBRUARY17th WILLERSEY 6 tenor 12 cwt in G WR12 7PN

FEBRUARY 24th GUILD ANNUAL DINNER, CHARLECOTE PHEASANT CV35 9EW NOTE AT 6.30 FOR 7pm
MARCH 2nd BUCKLAND 6 tenor 14 cwt in F# WR12 7LY

MARCH 9th ALVESTON 6 tenor 7¥2cwt in A CV37 7QJ

MARCH 16th WELFORD ON AVON 8 tenor 9-3-1 in G# CV37 8EN

MARCH 23rd TYSOE 6 tenor 12-0-18 in F CV35 OSH

MARCH 30th MORETON IN MARSH 8 tenor 10-0-14 in G GL56 OLT

APRIL 6th WINCHCOMBE 8 tenor 11-2-11 in F# GL54 5LU

APRIL 13th CHIPPING NORTON 8 tenor 14-1-4 in F¢# OX7 5NT NOTE EARLIER START 7pm
APRIL 20th BIDFORD ON AVON 8 tenor 14-0-24 in F B50 4DA

APRIL 27th BLEDINGTON 6 tenor 8-0-13 in G OX7 6XD

For any alterations to this programme, check the FSG web-site https://www.fourshiresgquild.com/ also
BELLBOARD website bb.ringingworld.co.uk (diary section) Meetings are from 7.30pm until 9.00pm un-
less otherwise stated. All are welcome. You do not have to be a FSG member and we are especially
pleased if members of the local band wish to come along and ring. The Guild carries Public Liability insur-
ance through the Ecclesiastical Insurance Group for all its activities. Non-members attending these activi-
ties are also covered by this insurance, providing they abide fully by the Guild’s Health & Safety and Child
Protection policies. (Both policies now appear on the FSG web-site, so their contents are available to all,
whether members or non-members.)

Vice president Mr Chris Povey celebrated his golden wedding to his wife
Helen, married on Dec 29th 1973, in Chipping Campden.

% Helen and Chris enjoyed
their anniversary cele-

M brating with children
and grandchildren.

As Chris has been an

& active member of the
Four Shires throughout
this time, a Peal at Eve-
& sham Bell Tower and a
quarter peal at Childs-
4 wickham were rang by
b Four Shires Guild mem-
“| bers and both dedicated
to this occasion.

e
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JOHN TAYLOR & CO.

BELLFOUNDERS BELLHANGERS
CARILLON BUILDERS
Tower Bells Chimes Handbells Bell ropes
Design service Building work Access systems
Profile matching Restoration Augmentations

Wrought iron clapper repairs The Guild has a Bell

See our website www.taylorbells.co.uk for specifications services and the latest information Restoration Fund, from
which the Committee is

empowered to offer
grants towards suitable
aspects concerning rings
of bells within the
Guild’s area of
operation. Such aspects
may include a range of
needs, from
maintenance to
augmentations.

Rules and Constitution
of the Fund are in the
Guild Rule Book, and
application forms are
available from me.
(These forms are email-
able.)

Chris Povey ‘BRF grant
coordinator’

The Bellfoundry, Freehold Street, Loughborough,
Leicestershire LE11 TAR, England
Tel: 01509 212241 Fax:01509 263305
Email:office@taylorbells.co.uk

Guild Lapel badges

Craig Ellis
Managing Director
Fusion Cleaning Services Litd
Fusion Cleaning Services Lad Free: 0800 6125608
17A Shrub Ml Industrial Estate Mob: 07802 758159
Sheud Mill Road
Worcester £ cralg@tusioncdeaning uk
WRA 961 www fusioncleaning. uk

Guild lapel badges are available. They are slight-

ly different to the previous version, as it is now Commercial and Office Cleaning Services

the same as the clothing badges. It is slightly 3D ndustrisl Comning Services

too. Fusion has cleaned out Hampton, Hinton-on-the-
Green and Evesham Bell Tower belfnes; and recently
£4 each From the ringing master. at Badsey

NEED A CLEAN-OUT OF YOUR TOWER? THEN TRY FUSION CLEANING

SERVICES
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The Four Shires Guild OF BELL RINGERS
2024 SUBSCRIPTION & ANNUAL DONATION PAYMENT FORM

Subscriptions for 2024 are due on 1st January. The amount is £5.00 per member and £2.00 for juniors (as agreed at the 2011 AGM). In addition, the 2016 AGM agreed a scheme to invite mem-
bers to donate annually to the Guild’s Bell Restoration Fund. The minimum sum under this agreement is £5 per member per year. More may be donated if a member wishes. A donation is not
mandatory, but is hoped members will feel such contributes to be a very worthy cause. This form now allows for donations to be included: see below. Although Honorary Life Members do not
pay a subscription, they are invited to make an annual donation in the same way as other members. Members requiring Newsletters to be posted to them
will incur an extra charge of £8.00 (ie £13.00 total) to cover the cost of doing so. (The Guild has agreed to wave these charges in very exceptional cases only, and those recipients will be in-
formed of this. If you do not receive that notification and you require your Newsletter to be posted, the extra charge will apply).

For those members not wishing to incur postage charges and for those not wanting a hard copy, Newsletters will be sent via email.

The following subscriptions are to be renewed:-

PLEASE email or use the form below to update 2024 contact for circulation of newsletter to landm.dane@btinternet.com or alison.lee.bellringer@gmail.com

POSTAGE IF
NAME AND EMAIL TOWER/UNATTACHED SUBSCRIPTION | DONATION | NEEDED TOTAL

Total amount remitted .f...........

Please send/give form with payment to Michael Dane (Hon Treasurer. Contact details in Newsletter. Cheques to: Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers but Preferably pay by
internet bank transfer. Bank LLOYDS ACC No 67433862 Account name, FOUR SHIRES GUILD; Sort Code, 30-98-97 For ‘Reference’, please insert your name and tower (or
unattached), Otherwise you and your payment will be untraceable! It can be a good idea to follow up any internet money transfer with an email to Michael
(landm.dane@btinternet.com) as confirmation. PLEASE ensure we have your updated email for 2024 for newsletter distribution.






