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The Guild annual ringing tour, Saturday 6th July 2024

Holcombe, The potters yard, 8 tenor1-1-9in A, alternatively, Christ Church,

8 tenor 13-0-4 in 6, Minibus with limited seats. Details on page 3.
Widcombe, 6 tenor 12 cwt in Fs,
Bathwick, 10 tenor 18-3-20 in e,
St Michaels, 8 tenor 14-1-9 in Eb,

Bath Abbey, 10 bells anticlockwise tenor 33-0-25.

tions where Martin Penny did an excellent
job of MC at very short notice.

As you will see from the practice dates on
page 14, we have decided to trial a Satur-
day afternoon practice once a month, in-
stead of the evening. Please do support
these events if you can, all ringing capabil-
ities will be accommodated.

Finally if you want to improve your sur-
prise minor or major, please express your
interest to me so practice sessions can be
arranged. Alison Lee

her first two SM quarters, a few more have
joined the FSG monthly midweek tours and
are enjoying ringing a new range of meth-
ods in far away places. Harry Stephenson
and a core of hardy ringers endured a mar-
athon of 10 quarters, around Bredon in
January. And Dan Austin and Graham Lee
with others have been spreading their
wings ringing in quarters as far away as
London.

This February we gathered together for the
Guild annual dinner and trophy presenta-

Editorial

These last three months have been action
packed with ringing for those that have
wanted to make their own arrangements
and get out there and ring! It was men-
tioned to me a while back to arrange my
own focused practices, followed by a quar-
ter and it seems that has worked for a few
other people around the patch. Sarah
Elliott set up a surprise major monthly
practice at Whichford and has now scored
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ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS

FSG subs were due on 1st January 2024 The rates are £5 for adults and £2 for juniors. Please pay as soon after the due date as

possible, an annual subscription is required to retain membership. If paying by cash please use the payment slip at the back of

this Newsletter. Payment may be made to Michael Dane, Hon Treasurer.

THE GUILD’S NEW BANKING DETAILS ARE: Bank, LLOYDS; Acct No,67433862 ; Account name, FOUR SHIRES GUILD; Sort Code,

30-98-97. For ‘Reference’, please insert your name and tower (or unattached), otherwise you and your payment will be untraceable!!
You will not need a receipt, as the bank transfer process allows a copy of the transfer document to be printed off.

PLEASE email updated 2024 contact for circulation of newsletter to alison.lee.bellringer@gmail.com
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FSG annual outing

Bath Tour, Saturday July 6th

Either10:15-11:00, Christ church, 8 tenor 13-0-4 in G, BA1 2RH, toilet.

or 09:30-11:30, Holcombe, The Potters Yard Ring, 8 tenor 1-1-9 in Ab and tour
of Matthew Higby & Company Ltd. Bell Founders, Bell Hangers, Belfry Service Engineers.

Unit 16 Charmborough Farm Rural Business Park, Charlton Lane, Holcombe, Radstock, Somerset, BA3 5FX,
Toilet.

Afterwards the minibus will travel to odd down bus park, you need no. 41bus- (there are only two differ-
ent ones that go every 15mins) to Southgate street, there are numerous coffee shops and fast food out-

lets near this bus stop, then 10 minutes walk to Widcombe.

12:30-13:30 Widcombe, St Matthew, 6 tenor 12 cwt in F#, BA2 6AA.
15minute walk to Bathwick, no shops along this route.

14:00-14:45 Bathwick, 10 tenor 18-3-20 in Eb, BA2 4ED.

13 minute walk to St Michaels.

15:15-16:00 St Michaels, 8 tenor 14-1-9 in Eb, BA1 5LP, there is a cafe which closes at 4pm

and toilet.

5 minute walk to Bath Abbey, there are numerous food outlets around here.

17:45-19:00 Bath Abbey, 10 tenor 33-0-25 in C, BAT 1LT.

For those travelling to Bath at a later time or travelling separately and do not want to go to Matthew
Higby’s works there is an alternative tower grab arranged at Christ Church, we have been invited to join
the second half of their regular Saturday practice, there will be coffee and cake available in the church af-
ter the practice. Please let me know numbers who will be choosing this option.

There is a mini bus booked for the day, it will leave and return to Ash-
ton under Hill. There are only 14 seats so booking early and advanced

payment essential. £11.50 per seat. Driver travels free (driver still needed,
offers please, PSV licence not required).

Tower donations approx. £5 each.

Chaplain's Thoughts

Did you make any New Year Resolutions? If so, how are you getting on at keeping them? Was there anything about ringing? Per-
haps you resolved not to miss a practice night without a really good excuse. This is something which is of great help to the rest of
the band, and to learners in particular. You might be surprised to learn that sometimes a very good ringer feels that he/she would
rather not go out on a cold and frosty evening to a chilly church, but, he goes anyway and enjoys it, and feels invigorated after a
lovely evening spent with friends and colleagues. All the best for good ringing in 2024. Peter Newing
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Guild annual dinner report

Martin Penny, MC for the evening, introduced himself, thanked peter Quinn and continued to say a few words about the guild activi-
ties over the past year and about our president John Nicholls “who has been a loyal member and has led the Guild for almost 30 yrs.

The reflection on 2023- was a busy year for the guild, it included the usual striking competitions in October, the Christmas party in
December, and a number of other activities throughout the year which started in March, with the celebrations at chipping Campden
for the 50th anniversary of the reformation of the guild”. Martin made reference to the newsletters where all the events could be
found. “In May the coronation of Charles the 3rd saw the challenge of ringing at as many towers as needed or wanted to have bells
rang for the new king, some of them wanted bells rung at very short notice with no ringers, the Guild did well in covering all the tow-
ers it did. Then in July the annual guild ringing tour took place in the Northleach area, attended by 32 ringers, ringing at 6 towers”.
again further reference to finding this information in the newsletters.

“The guild itself has seen a total of 36 new members elected in 2023/24 which reflects the recruitment that has gone on during the
year. There are also 5 peals and 36 qtr peals recorded against the guild on bell board, 7 1st gtrs. 3 from the same family -Neil, Olivia
and Toby Walters from Offenham. There were others Tim Wat-
kin, Martin Robins, Gill Joseph, Lena Stranks, all rang their 1st
qgtrs, lots of others rang firsts, including Jess McCarthy, but not
their Tst gtr peal. There were lots of tours- Badsey who went to
Litchfield cathedral, Blockley, Childswickham, Tredington, Flad-
bury, Moreton, Hook Norton.

Lots of towers such as Blockley, Naunton, Fladbury and
Broadwell all took advantage of offers of help to improve their
bands. Fladbury throughout the year improved their confidence
of the whole band to the point that they organised their own
local tours, in fact the team actually organised 3 local tours,
helping their band to make great strides forward in their reper-
toire and their abilities of ringing. Broadwell have been pro-
gressing a large group of 9 ringers, it will be quite interesting
later on to see who the ringing master feels has achieved the
most during the year and who will win her merit award.

So overall the guild has continued to make progress following
the post pandemic era. Growing its membership and training
new ringers to build new bands. New people are stepping up to
fill the positions as some of our long serving members are step-
ping down, that was a polite way of saying old like me”’,
(laughter), “the committee are looking forward to an equally
positive year in 2024"".

“’Moving on to John Nicholls, he was born in a 12 month period
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that produced many other good looking people apart from his self”’, (laughter), “Robert Vaughan (man from uncle), Johnny Cash,
Omar Sheriff, Elizabeth Taylor and Joan Collins, Willy Nelson and who could forget tiny Tim, tip toeing through his tulips. John has
already seen off 5 monarchs, no 4 and the current one, and 21 prime ministers, with many more to come, and there will be one
more coming maybe this year”. (laughter).

John presented the mini mouse trdphy to the “In terms of the FSG, john was involved long before he became president, he was one
SR e ve probably gotd "ame'tcei"ed by of those original members from the inaugural meeting in the church rooms of chip-
i Cilbert- ~ o ping Campden in 1973 where there was the agreement to restart the guild. He rang in
a peal at Childswickham on 21 April 1979 to mark the 70th anniversary of the for-
mation of the guild in a band that included Tony Brazier, Graham Clifton and a certain
Mr C Povey, they rang 5040 of 5 minor methods kent and Oxford treble bob, Cam-
bridge surprise, plain bob and St Clements in 2hrs 40 mins. (remember this time).
John was elected president of the guild on Saturday 28th April 1996 at long Compton,
taking over the reigns from Tony. John rang in another peal on 14th November 2009
at Moreton, to mark the centenary of the FSG of bell ringers with Peter Quinn and our
new president Richard Lewis Skeath, also from the 1979 band, graham Clifton and Mr
C Povey and conducted by Chris Mew, who is also present in the room tonight, they
rang 5024 of FSG delight major in Johns favourite time of 2hrs 40 mins’’. (laughter).

“John also rang in many other The Newing Shield, 2nd place trophy'1e Spencer
peals and gtrs. not only for the jiilies cup won by PebiNGEINENY
FSG but locally for the Coventries, Offenh.am ceivel

by Claire n
G and B, Worcester's and the Ancient
Society of College Youths. He rang many
of the locally named methods Cotswold,
Evesham, Quedgeley, Painswick, Saint-
bury and Winchcombe alliance minor
and Campden alliance major. Having
looked at his methods, my favourites
include double grandsire triples, and
for those of you who want try it out you
dodgein1234 5678, and I think the
band really enjoyed it as | don’t think
they ever rang it again, but also Hooker-
gate surprise major that sounds like
something an American president would
be involved in not the FSG president. John has seen some important changes and
challenges during his time as president, he supported and encouraged our guild female ringing masters, his continued support for
the regular Saturday night practices and of course the impact of the covid pandemic and what that did to ringing and ringers. He’s
also been at the helm during some unprecedented opportunities for ringing, including the turning of the Millenium, the late Queen’s
various jubilees, the solemn ringing that we did for the death of both Prince Philip and the Queen and most recently of course ring-
ing for the King.

The Brazier trophy went to Badse
ceived by Tom Sandham. "

And the guild has continued to form its part in all of these events under his leader-
ship but after 27years at the helm John has cast his rope,” (laughter), “’and the presi-
dents chain of office to Richard Lewis Skeath for Richard to lead us through the next
set of situations and its future ringing. So John on behalf of all the members of the
Guild both past and present we would like to thank you for your long service and
leadership of the guild and | am now going to ask Peter Quinn to make a small
presentation from all of us to you to mark your time as president’. John received a
cricketing magazine subscription, John stood and thanked everyone and reported it
had been wonderful and to be with everyone all that time. THANKYQU!. Loud ap-
plause followed. Words by Martin Penny. John proceeded to present the trophies.

“The merit award -the ringing masters award was really hard to choose amongst the

worthy contenders, this year it goes to Tredington. The winners have impressed me The Newing Shie L M nners were liming-
by always supporting the Saturday practices, sending me numerous articles for the ton and the trop by Michael Cum-
news letter, organising there own tours, supporting their neighbouring towers and mings :

helping their beginners and generally sup-
porting all guild activities, encouraging their
beginners with the learning the ropes scheme
and as a team working through the 50 ringing things
book. I was lucky enough to go on a ringing tour to
Hampshire this year and | was so surprised to find a car
load of ringers from Tredington had travelled there as
well, supporting other events. So Tredington are the wor-
thy winners!” words by Alison Lee.

C’mon Bill that note will do. Photos by Roger Hunt

The raffle followed with thanks from Stuart for all the 4
prizes and a sum of £156 has been raised. Martin bid everyone a safe journey home.
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THE FOUR SHIRES GUILD OF BELLRINGERS

Minutes of the committee meeting held at the Parish Centre, Wellesbourne

on Monday 12" February 2024

Present: Peter Quinn (PQ); Alison Lee (AL); Claire Penny (PCP); Graham Lee (GL); Len Morley (LM); Lena Stranks (LS); Michael Dane
(MD); Nick Allsopp (NA); Stuart Cummings (SC)

Apologies for absence

Chris Povey, Christina Ireland

Agree minutes of the last meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 13™ November 2023 were amended to show that the Guild President was to organise the Inter-
shires Competition (item 6.v). The minutes were then signed as a true record by Guild Master.

Matters arising from the minutes.
Guild Handbells
Neil Garner has the Guild Handbells at Pebworth. He has tried to use them but the harmonics are not true and it is not pos-
sible to ring tunes on them. NA reported that they had been used for method ringing in the past but they were not
tuneful and the tone was poor. ACTION: PCP to ask Neil Garner for a report on the handbells for the next meeting.
Reports:
Guild Master
Guild Dinner: Currently only 45 people attending and we have guaranteed 50 attendees, so the guild will be loosing money.
It was thought that the people were being put off by the limited menu.
It was agreed that next year it would be limited to 40 people which gave more flexibility with venues and that deposits would
be taken to secure a place.
Secretary
New members. The following were elected unanimously: Fladbury (proposed Dan Baker, seconded PCP): Lou Simpson
Treasurer MD provided a written report on the Guild’s finances.
The treasurer asked the committee to consider putting the subscription up next year, and suggested £10. After discussion,
primarily around the cost of producing the magazine, it was agreed unanimously that a rise in the annual subscription to
£10.00 would be recommended by the committee at the next AGM,

MD reported that membership was down by 60 at the moment but there were several towers still to pay.

£70 from the sale of clothing had been donated to the Bell Fund. It was noted that the anniversary badge would be discontin-
ued at the end of the year.

Programme Secretary
LM reported that a monthly afternoon practice would be trialled, starting in May. He suggested this might be extended to in-
clude a Guild Picnic in the summer. It was agreed that this was a good idea. LM & Cl to liaise.
LM reported that he was finding more towers were wanting to finish early.

Newsletter Editor
The committee extended their thanks to Alison for her continued work on the newsletter.

Health & Safety
There was no progress with the review on the policy. ACTION: PCP to contact CP

CCCBR Update
The Guild is entitled to 2 CCCBR representatives. It was agreed that an article should go in the newsletter about this and asking

if anyone was interested in being the second representative.
Bell repair fund:
Nothing new had been heard from Winchcombe, but work was not due to be completed until March.
Guild activities:

Striking Competition & AGM

2024 AGM and Striking Competition confirmed as 19" October 12-6pm at Moreton in Marsh.

Guild Tour 2024
Saturday 6" July. AL reported that the day would start with a tour of Matthew Higby’s works and ringing on his mini-ring.
Bath Abbey was booked, but it was not available until 5.45pm. No other towers were confirmed.
A coach was not possible, but it was agreed to look into hiring a minibus for those who did not want to drive. ACTION:
AL

Inter-shires competition

No new information. ACTION: Richard Lewis-Skeath.

Guild Clothing

It was agreed that in the new year clothing would have the standard badge but in the anniversary badge’s larger size.

Any other business

None

Date & location of next meeting

Monday 13" May 2024 at Church House, Evesham, starting at 7pm.
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FSG Midweek Tour Record breaking monthly tour

The regular tours, which take place on the third Thursday of most months, first began in October 1989, organised by the late Tony
Brazier. With the exception of an eighteen-month enforced break due to Covid, the tours have continued ever since. Over the years
the number of regular attendees, who come from the Four Shires area and adjoining counties, has fluctuated but generally ranged
between 15 and 25 people.

We all know of the numerous local successes in recruiting ringers in recent years. It seems that many of those ringers made it their
2024 New Year’s resolution to improve their ringing by joining the monthly tour.
Consequently, the tour in January, to towers between Cheltenham and Tewkes-
~ bury, turned into a record breaking event with 32 tourists.

The day started at St Mary’s Norton, an 8 which went well but had an ‘interesting’
sound. From there it was a short trip to St Catharine’s, The Leigh, which provided
some with the new experience of a heavy 6. Efficiently delivering lunch to 30+
people is a challenge for any hospitality venue, but this was accomplished by The
Swan at Coombe Hill. In view of the previous weeks’ weather, access to St Mary
Deerhurst, on the banks of the Severn, may have proved impossible but fortunate-
ly the river had receded, with only the substantial floodgates as a clue to the po-
tential problem. Here we had the opportunity to test our sightlines as the bells are
divided between 2 sections of the ringing chamber. The last tower, St John the
& Baptist Tredington, was an obvious attraction to the new tourists from its Warwick-
shire namesake, where they were able to experience bells, almost a ton lighter
than those of their home tower. Pictured are Pat, Ruth and Kathy, from Tredington
Warwickshire, and Jane from Tysoe for whom Tredington, Gloucestershire, was her
70" tower since learning to ring. Thank you to Reg Hitchings for the organisation
of both the towers and everyone’s lunch requirements and to the others who ran
d the ringing at each of the towers and ensured that everyone had the opportunity
= to ring.

§ The monthly tours are not only a convivial opportunity to visit new towers, gain
experience ringing unfamiliar bells with different people but also an opportunity
to raise funds for the Four Shires Bell Restoration Fund, to which all profits are
sent. Since January 2023, a total of £600 has been forwarded to the Guild for this
purpose.

The only requirement to join the tour is to be able to safely handle a bell and to
ring within one’s ability. If you would like to join, please let me know and you will
be added to the circulation list. Isobel Murphy (Isobel.Murphy@btinternet.com)

FSG Saturday Practices

Record breaking was the theme this quarter. The first Saturday practice after Christmas was held at Evesham Bell tower on January
6th, so popular was this event that We had 39 ringers crammed up the tower of all abilities hoping for a ring. Sadly there were no
photographs to capture this event but a great time was had by all including the local hostelry!

You will also note on page 14 we are trialling an afternoon practice once a month to see if it suits more people to attend. The first
is Long Compton in May. Please do come if you can, all welcome from rounds to the more complicated, all will be catered for.

What have members been doing this quarter

The hard work of teaching is paying off. The first three members of the Broadwell band
made the standard for Sunday ringing at the end of January. The first time a home band
has rang for Sunday service in upwards of 15 years. Since then three other members have
rang on a Sunday. Nikki, Henry Kenner and Spook Gilroy.

LAAVAYRYYLR Y

Photo L- R Sue Luckett, Richard Caley, John Bonner.

A new mini ring has appeared on the Guild patch at Childs-
wickham, if anyone fancies turning their
hand to mini ring methods it will likely ap-
pear in the camponile mini ring directory
once it has had a worthy test. The Mccarthy
family ‘bagsed’ the first try as a group with

j Hilary chiming the treble and calling her ‘ \ %
y EE k N Z

version of call changes. :
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Bredon Hill Quarter Peal Marathon -

Elmley Castle Restoration Appeal - 20th January 2024

On 20th January
2024 six local ring-
ers took part in a
Quarter Peal Mara-
thon around Bre-
don Hill in aid of
the EImley Castle
Restoration Appeal.
The band was ably
assisted by numer-
ous local ringers
who supported
both with financial
donations, but also
raising and lower-
ing bells for the
band and providing
a very generous

. supply of cake,
{“, i . mince pies and
moral support
throughout. The
band consisted of
Rachel D Page,
Richard Lewis-
Skeath, Reg Hitch-
ings, Roger Hunt,
Harry Stephenson
and Steve Bowley,
the latter of whom
was completing the
Marathon for a

second time having
taken part in a similar event in 1990 to support building works to stabilise the piers of Worcester Cathedral tower.
David M Jones and Claire Penny also supported the band, taking part in a Quarter Peal of Grandsire Triples at Eckington.
The Marathon included attempts at Ashton under Hill, Beckford, Overbury, Kemerton, Bredon, Bredon’s Norton, Eckington, Great

Comberton, Little Comberton and Elmley Castle with 12,828 changes rung over 7 hours and 33 minutes between 9am and 8:41pm.

The event was followed by food and drink at the Queens in Elmley Castle, where fellow ringers joined along with family members
and friends to celebrate the completion. We are still raising funds in support of the EImley Castle Bell Appeal and we would love you
to get involved by visiting - (EImley Castle Bell Restoration (elmleycastlebells.uk)

A special thanks goes to all the local ringers and members of the band for being willing to support and tolerate this crazy event. Let
this be a lesson to all, pub ideas do come true! Harry Stephenson.
Photo by Martin Buckley

One that got missed last quarter

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Sunday, 24 December 2023 in 35m Willersey, Gloucestershire St Peter Tenor: 12 in G 120 Call
Changes Devon Principle 1 Lena Stranks (C) 2 Beccie Williams 3 Chrissy Wainwright 4 Robin Johnson 5 Sarah Fletcher 6 Robert
Chadburn First long length as caller 1T Rung for Christmas
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Peals, Quarters and ringing of note

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Saturday, 27 January 2024 in 44m Pershore, Worcestershire St Andrew’s Centre Tenor: 9-0-18 in
G# 1280 Yorkshire Surprise Major 1 Steve Bowley 2 Neil J Garner 3 Richard Lewis-Skeath 4 Michael J Austin 5 David M Jones 6 Daniel
J Austin 7 Rachel D Page 8 Harry Stephenson (C) In memory of lan S Bennett, ringing friend to 8 who passed away yesterday. 100th
Quarter Peal together - 4 & 6

Gloucester & Bristol Diocesan Association On Saturday, 3 February 2024 in 1h 58 Cheltenham, Gloucestershire The Bicycle Ring Ten-
or: 1Ib 70z 5040 Plain Bob Major Composed by Stephen H Wood 1 Alison M Lee 2 E John Gibson 3 Michael P Hartley 4 Stuart E Tom-
linson 5 Barbara Pettit 6 Tony R Natt 7 Reg C Hitchings (C) 8 Henry J Stephenson 1st on a mini-ring 1,2 & 6.

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Saturday, 24 February 2024 in 41 m Offenham, Worcestershire St Mary and St Milburgh Tenor: 10
-3-2 in F# 1260 Paisley Bob Minor 1 Jane Gilbert 2 Claire Penny 3 Neil Garner 4 Alison Lee 5 Martin Penny (C) 6 Nicholas K Allsopp
First blows in method for all the band. Rung for the patronal festival of St Milburgh and to welcome Isabella Paisley Barlow, a daugh-
ter for Chloe & Alistair and sister for Lily.

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Friday, 8 March 2024 in 30m Bretforton, Worcestershire St Leonard Tenor: 8-3-11 in F# Rounds
and Call Changes 1 Roger Hunt (C) 2 Rob Davis 3 Alison Lee 4 Christina Ireland 5 Alan Curry 6 Rob Newman 7 Neil Garner 8 Tom
Sandham 9 David Bezzant 10 Rosemary Bezzant (supporter) 11 Bill Boyce (supporter) Rung open prior to the Service of Thanksgiving
for the life of Sylvia Boyce.

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Friday, 8 March 2024 in 24m Bretforton, Worcestershire St Leonard Tenor: 6-0-26 in A# 680
Grandsire Doubles 1 Neil Garner 2 Alison Lee 3 Martin Penny 4 Claire Penny 5 Roger Hunt (C) 6 Rob Newman Rung open on the front
six immediately following the Service of Thanksgiving for the life of Sylvia Boyce, an accomplished musician and wife of local ringer
Bill Boyce, who passed away 8th February aged 80 years.

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Saturday, 16 March 2024 in 47m Poplar, Greater London All Saints Tenor: 23-3-6 in D 1260
Grandsire Caters 1 Alison Lee 2 Neil Garner 3 Barbara Pettit 4 Keith Murphy 5 Reg Hitchings (C) 6 Daniel J Austin 7 Harry Stephenson
8 Steve Bowley 9 Daniel E Hughes 10 Mike Seagrave In memory of Albert Thomas Baker 1887-1971. Baptised and married in All
Saints. Great Uncle of 4. Mayor of Poplar during the 1930s and participant in the 1921 Poplar Rates Rebellion.

On Saturday, 16 March 2024 in 48m Limehouse, Greater London St Anne Tenor: 12-3-25 in E 1260 Plain Bob Royal 1 Reg Hitchings
2 Neil Garner 3 Barbara Pettit 4 Kath White 5 Anthony P Foster 6 Daniel J Austin 7 Alison Lee 8 Mike Seagrave 9 Daniel E Hughes 10
Harry Stephenson (C) First of Royal (6 and 7). LNEES Ty N ST y

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Friday, 22 March 2024 in 47m Bad-
sey, Worcestershire St James Tenor: 15-0-4 in F 1260 Grandsire Triples

1 Rob Newman 2 Christina Ireland 3 Richard Lewis-Skeath (C) 4 Tom Sand-
ham 5 Jane Gilbert 6 Nick Allsopp 7 Steve Bowley 8 Andrew Stewart Belat-
ed birthday compliments to Christina Ireland & Harry Stephenson (14th
January) and Richard Lewis-Skeath (17th January).

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Wednesday, 27 March 2024 in 46m
Childswickham, Worcestershire St Mary the Virgin Tenor: 11-3-26 in F#
1260 Plain Bob Doubles 1 Sheila Ryan 2 Neil J Garner 3 Claire Penny 4
Martin Penny 5 Alison Lee (C) 6 Tom Sandham Rang to commemorate the
return of the cock to the spire after the renovation of the spire and the
cock. First quarter 1.

London Spring 2024

A group of mainly Cheltenham Branch G
and B ringers with a few FSG members
to swell the numbers, headed to London
for a few quarters. A total of 15 towers
grabbed or quartered over the 4 days,
for some, others managed only 13 tow-
ers. Walking up to ten miles a day and
| many stair cases and escalators, culmi-

| nated in my highlight, ringing at South-
wark Cathedral for Sunday service.

Many towers generally had a brick built
' design which meant they swayed a lot, a
|| few traditional looking towers were
hidden amongst the sky scrapers.

Not all quarters were successful but
" some firsts and personal success were
 gained as above. | can thoroughly rec-

The whole group outside Poplar, London

S0 PRt PR by TR N Y
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WHAT'S ON ABOUT THE FOUR SHIRES GUILD TOWERS & CONTACTS COMPETITIONS BELL RESTORATION FUND

THE FOUR SHIRES GUILD

Welcome to the Four Shires

Guild of Bell Ringers.

We hope you find everything you need here, but if
not please contact us using the form below.

https://www.fourshiresquild.com/

THE FOUR SHIRES GUILD NEW LOGO

To continue our celebration of the 50th anniversary of the re-

founding of the Guild, we have been able to use our gold logo on
our clothing.

Here is the stunning new logo, as it will appear on the clothing. It
will be available as a limited edition for approximately one year, so
get your orders in.

To get you started there will be a discount of 10% on 2 or more
items delivered to the same address. How good is that!

In the first instance please email your order to Kathy McCarthy:
khmccarthy@fastmail.fm

See below For details of all our clothing and sizes available.

GUILD-BADGED CLOTHING
THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE AVAILABLE:-

Polo shirts: £20.00 Full-zip ladies fleece: £33.00
Sweatshirts: £21.00 Half-zip fleece: £37.00
Full-zip fleece: £33.00 Cashmere touch acrylic v-neck jumper £34.00

In the first instance please email your order to Kathy McCarthy:-khmccarthy@fastmail.fm There are no extra carriage charges on the
prices above. All profits from the sale of clothing go to the Guild Bell Restoration Fund.

Colours: The range of colours can be seen on the Guild’s website, which is http://www.fourshires.org.uk

Some idea of sizing can be gauged from the following:-

(Chest size in inches) Small Medium Large X-large XX-large

Polo shirts 36-38 40 42 44 46-48

Sweat shirts 35-37 38-40 41-43 44-46 47-49 http://www.promotional-

Men’s full zip fleece 35-37 38-40 41-43 44-46 47-49 store.com/en-GB/henbury/
cashmere-touch-acrylic-v-neck-

Half zip fleece 35-37 38-40 41-43 44-46 47-49 jumper/

Dress size:

Ladies’ full zip fleece 10 12 14 16 18
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Learning Methods
By Neil Garner

In this article, we are going to talk about a simple way to extend your doubles
repertoire without having to do much work or learning...... It is all about mixing
things up and it becomes the strange world of variations.

Variations can theoretically be applied to any stage of method ringing, but in
reality it is only common and recognised by the central council for doubles.

As usual, you will be able to find more about this subject on the Pebworth Bells
website

@ Home Page

What is the difference between a method and a variation ?

A variation is always based on a method and the method will apply consistently except at a call...so at the most basic
level a variation is a method with a different bob/single. However, in reality it is a little more complex than that, be-
cause the call will extend from 1 change (i.e. the lead end change) to cover maybe 3 or 5 changes around the lead
end.

A method is one set of rules that decide how bells will behave between lead ends another set of rules which define
what a plain, bob and single lead might be...and for some methods, this might include alternative calls as well.

So a variation is exactly the same method, with exactly the same plain lead end. But with different extended calls...so
the call will need to be earlier, because it will affect a range of changes around the lead end.

The important thing about a variation is that when you ring it, it still produces a true extent and it therefore allows a
lot more flexibility in mixing things up and creating new and interesting possibilities for ringers and conductors.

April Day

This is perhaps the best known of all variations...it is often the next thing that teams ring after Plain Bob and Grand-
sire....and that is because it is a fusion of the two...plain bob, but with what looks like Grandsire singles at the calls.
In reality, this is not strictly true, just a convenient way to look at things which fits the way most people think!

Because we ring both Plain Bob and Grandsire by where we pass the treble, this is relatively simple and most people
can do it without much effort at all. However, for the conductor, it means the calls will need to go in the Grandsire
calling position, rather than the normal position....one change earlier and everyone will ring three different changes
instead of one.

Lets look in more detail...

Plain Hunt Plain Bob - Plain Lead Plain Bob - Bob Lead April Day - Bob Lead
N J 5 5 5 5

", .
£ 1 1 1 1

Y

5 5 5 5
L1 N 1 1

e I
/ )4 5 // > 5 5 7 3
( 1 (4 . 125 'L 145 C <123
5 | 5 /\ 5 3
| < 1 1 l 1 1
X \ 5 5 24 5 5
\ 1 1 b . 1 1
> \ W S 5 a 5 5
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We all know that Plain Bob is derived from the Plain Hunt principle...where pairs of bells are swapped alternately until
the bells return to their original starting point. In Plain Hunt doubles, it is two pairs in each row that are swapped...so
a double swap’ and hence the name 'doubles.’

Place notation is a useful way to annotate this process and you can see this beside each diagram above. Place Nota-
tion takes the lazy option and assumes all bells swap unless stated otherwise...so in the first row of Plain Hunt, 1-2
and 3-4 swap, so 5 remains static. In the second row, 2-3 and 4-5 swap, so 1 remains static.

Thus the place notation for Plain Hunt doubles is 5.1 repeat...and it will come back to rounds after 5 pairs of changes,
but leaving the other 110 possible changes un-rung!

If we look at Plain Bob doubles, it too uses the plain hunt principle but with one exception...the point where the treble
(in red) is leading. At this point a bell makes 2nds which upsets the pattern...meaning only one pair can swap. This is
written as 125 and produces 3 consecutive 3-4 swaps (called a dodge) and a’5’ in three consecutive rows which cre-
ates 4 blows behind. The result of this is that all bells except the treble move to a new starting position... 2 =% 4,

4 =» 5, 3 = 2.This extends the plain hunt principle from 10 to 40 changes.

When we add a bob to Plain Bob, we use exactly the same idea...it is only the lead end change which differs...A differ-
ent bell now makes 4ths instead of the normal ‘2nds.’ This can be written as 145. The result is a much simpler lead
end...The front three bells continue to plain hunt...only the 4th and 5th now deviate... the 5th still making 4 blows .
On its own, this call only swaps 2 bells and can only extend plain hunt to 20 changes, but if combined with plain
leads, it can extend the method to all 120 changes.

April Day takes the idea of a Bob and applies it in a different way. The call will have the same net effect, but will actu-
ally change three rows to include the rows just before and just after the lead end change. For those that like shapes, it
looks just like a Grandsire single...which means a bell will make 2nds, just like the plain lead, but now another bell
makes long thirds...which is effectively the same as making the traditional 4th place bob. The other two bells will
swap 5 times consecutively, which will produce a double dodge. Just like the standard bob, one bell (the bell making
2nds), rings the same as a plain lead, so could be described as ‘unaffected’ or ‘observation,” while the others all swap
around.

10 for the price of 1

We have looked at just one variation on Plain Bob and seen how simple it is....but it is quite possible to add a wide
variety of different calls to create even more variations...below are 8 other possibilities, all of which change three or
five rows at the bob and all are based on other common methods which are relatively easy to learn:

| =)

Each of these calls can create 120 changes, which means you could easily
choose 10 different variants of plain bob in a quarter peal!

1. Reverse Canterbury Bob

2. Wallflower Bob (All Saints

plain) All these calls could also be added to other methods, so Reverse Canterbury, All
) Saints, Shipway, etc. So a peal of 42 methods/variations is easy to achieve with-
Antelope Single out needing to splice.

Pink’s Single If you used these calls on St Simons, etc, it would be relatively easy to ring all

Grandsire Extreme
Wainfleet Extreme

Minster Extreme

® N o v AW

Old Single

Four Shires Guild

four front works in each 120 and with 4 different back works...e.g. St Simons, St
Nicholas, Twynham and Westminster, you could very quickly grow the process
and ring a peal of 168 method variations.

...but maybe that is too much to contemplate!
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Archives from 100yrs ago, April 26th 1924

The Spring meeting of the Guild was held at Ebrington on Sat April 26th, although the day was wet and miserable, there was a large
attendance of members, and competition was very keen, especially between the old towers. Bands were present from Moreton,
Campden, llmington, Quinton, Wootten Wawen, Aston Cantlow and the local band.

Messers W Large and ] Hemming again officiated as judges, and carried out their task in an able and impartial manner. After the
competition a special service was held in the Parish Church, when a most impressive address was given by the Rev. G E Hitchcock,
vicar of Campden, and was greatly appreciated by all present.

At the close of the service the meeting adjourned to the C. E. Schools where an excellent meat tea, which was provided by our
Ebrington friends, was partaken of, and full justice was done.

The Rev. W J Guerier, vicar of Ebrington was elected Chairman of the Business meeting which followed. After the minutes had been
read and accepted, a letter of apology for inability to attend, from Sir Gilbert A H Wills, President of the Guild. The judges were then
called upon to give their discussion as follows.

Tower Rising and Falling  Call Change Method Total
I. llImington 100 99 100 299
2.Quinton 70 80 50 200

3. Campden 91 95 91 277

4. Moreton 100 96 100 296

5. Aston Cantlow 20 45 Did not compete 65

6, Wootten wawen 88 87 90 265

7. Home band, Ebrington 80 83 90 253
average

The Secretary presented his report and balance sheet which was,

Receipts  £13..3..5 This was considered very satisfactory and was accepted by the meeting. The Secretary stated that
he had visited all the neighbouring towers, in the endeavour to get more towers to join the Guild,
although several bands had promised to join, so far only one had done so. A matter arising out of
Leaving a balance in hand of the minutes, that the rules of the Guild should be examined, to see if they could be revised and
brought up to date, and in line with the rules of the larger Guilds, was left over for the considera-
tion of the committee, when it meets again.

Expenditure £ 8..0..5

£5..3..0

Mr H Terry was re-elected Secretary, and Mr H Evans treasurer. It was decided to hold the Autumn
meeting at Quinton on Sat, Oct 25th. This concluded the Business, votes of thanks were accorded Rev W ] Guerier for the use of the
bells, and for permitting the meeting to be held at Ebrington, to Rev J E Hitchcock for his inspiring address, to the judges for the
able way in which they carried out their difficult task, to the trustees for the use of the room, to those who provided the tea and to
the ladies who assisted. Mr J Hemming and his son Geoff Hemming gave a demonstration in handbell ringing which was enjoyed by
all present. The meeting closed with the ringing of the National Anthem. The tower was again visited and the bells kept going til
90’clock, and so another pleasant meeting was brought to a close. William J Guerier, Chairman.

Quiz questions

CCCBR Update
1. You are ringing the 3rd to rounds and call changes on 8.The conduc- o )
tor calls a jump-change from Queens to Kings, how many places do you The Guild is entitled to 2 CCCBR repre-
? . - .
have to move? sentatives. If anyone is interested in
being the second representative then

2. When ringing down at what point should you take your first coil? please get in touch with one of us.

3. Which of the following are parts of methods:

A. Cambridge Places Please send articles to be pub-

B. Yorkshire Places lished however large or small to

C. Dragon Places the editor by June 18th for the
D. Court Places July Newsletter.

E. Bob Places

Extra chocolate if you can tell me what they are! Claire Penny.
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DIARY OF GUILD SATURDAY MONTHLY MEETINGS AND EVENTS

2024

APRIL 6th WINCHCOMBE, 8 tenor 11-2-11 in F# GL54 5LU

APRIL 13th CHIPPING NORTON, 8 tenor 14-1-4 in F# OX7 5NT NOTE EARLIER START 7pm
APRIL 20th BIDFORD ON AVON, 8 tenor 14-0-24 in F B50 4DA

APRIL 27th BLEDINGTON, 6 tenor 8-0-13 in G OX7 6XD

MAY 4th BUCKLAND, 6 tenor 14 cwt in F# WR12 7LY

MAY 11th LONG COMPTON, 6 tenor 12-0-22 in F CV36 5J) NOTE AT 2.30 UNTIL 4pm
MAY 18th CHURCH LENCH, 6 tenor 13-3-26in G WRI11 4UE

MAY 25th TREDINGTON, 6 tenor 16-1-20 in D CV36 4NQ NOTE EARLIER START 7pm
JUNE 1st BROADWAY, 6 tenor 18-1-16in E WR12 7JS

JUNE 8th HONINGTON, 6 tenor 13 cwt in Ab  CV35 9LT NOTE AT 2.30 UNTIL 4pm
JUNE 15th ASHTON UNDER HILL, 6 tenor 7-1-16 in A WR11 7SX

JUNE 22th MICKLETON, 8 tenor 15-3-16 in E GL55 6RZ

JUNE 29nd GUITING POWER, 6 tenor 6-2-25 in Bb GL54 5XA

JULY 6th FSG TOUR TO BATH, 10 tenor 33-0-25 in C BAT 1LT

JULY 13th BROADWELL, 6 tenor 6-0-4 in Bb GL56 0YD NOTE AT 2.30 UNTIL 4pm
JULY 20th STANTON, 6 tenor 9-1-16 in G WR12 7NF

JULY 27th CHIPPING CAMPDEN, 8 tenor 22-1-18 in Eb GL55 6JN

For any alterations to this programme, check the FSG web-site https://www.fourshiresguild.com/ also
BELLBOARD website bb.ringingworld.co.uk (diary section) Meetings are from 7.30pm until 9.00pm un-
less otherwise stated. All are welcome. You do not have to be a FSG member and we are especially
pleased if members of the local band wish to come along and ring. The Guild carries Public Liability insur-
ance through the Ecclesiastical Insurance Group for all its activities. Non-members attending these activi-
ties are also covered by this insurance, providing they abide fully by the Guild’s Health & Safety and Child
Protection policies. (Both policies now appear on the FSG web-site, so their contents are available to all,
whether members or non-members.)

jdn suo sy apew | oN :sade|d qog ‘I

*(qog 1N0D YdIMION d|gnoq ‘Wno) 3|Buls *6°d dweu poyisw ay3 ul ,1Nod, Yyum BuiylAue pue) jadueisul
10} 3IIYSHIOA pue 36pLIque) Y10g Ul -~SPOYISL AUBW Ul SINDD0 -3} dYl MO|aq pue aAaoge apew sade|d jo Jied v :sade|d 1IN0

'S[|9q § 404 poyldw Y :S3de|d uobeiq D
‘uollisod awes 3yl ul |je wayl buiyesedas sade|d Jo sired bBuiusaAIRIUl Yum sabpop ¢ -asiuding abplique) sadeld abprque) g

‘uollsod swes Y3 ul sade|d Jo ared bulusAIBIul Ue AQ palededds d4e sabpop g -9S14dINS DUIYSHIOA U] :S9IB|d IYSHIOA 'V "€

‘1199 493ybI| e uo uaddey 03 Aj9I| 40w

yosnw si sty] ‘suing adod si 10y adoy ued noA buiyl 1s9g 3yl op noA JI asnedraq puey JnoA ul |10D ® dABY nOA 3|iym Aels sy dung

01 Bujob 10u 3ue NOA Jeyl 1U3PIJUOD AISA 3G 01 9ARY NOA umop Aem 3yl uo ||nd poob Ajjeas e ||3q JnOA 3AIH NOA uOSseas swos 10y JI
9dUueB|e(g 3Y) MO[] S! ||9F JNOA UIYM 3 p|NOYSs [10D 1541} JNOA 3N © Sk ‘Bulyl [enpiAipul AIDA B si 1 10D B Bulel 01 SSW0d 3} USYM “Z

"umop 3Je|d U0 SIAOW PIE BY) §9yZ/SEL  Su\NY 0}

891715/ sbupj wouy sbueyd dwnl e uj |

slamsue zin)

Four Shires Guild 14 Newsletter 180, April 2024



https://www.fourshiresguild.com/
bb.ringingworld.co.uk

JOHN TAYLOR & CO.

BELLFOUNDERS BELLHANGERS
CARILLON BUILDERS
Tower Bells Chimes Handbells Bell ropes
Design service Building work Access systems
Profile matching Restoration Augmentations
Wrought iron clapper repairs

See our website www.taylorbells.co.uk for specifications services and the latest information

The Bellfoundry, Freehold Street, Loughborough,
Leicestershire LE11 TAR, England
Tel: 01509 212241 Fax:01509 263305
Email:office@taylorbells.co.uk

The Guild has a Bell
Restoration Fund, from
which the Committee is
empowered to offer
grants towards suitable
aspects concerning rings
of bells within the
Guild’s area of
operation. Such aspects
may include a range of
needs, from
maintenance to
augmentations.

Rules and Constitution
of the Fund are in the
Guild Rule Book, and
application forms are
available from me.
(These forms are email-
able.)

Chris Povey ‘BRF grant
coordinator’

Guild Lapel badges

Guild lapel badges are available. They are slight-

ly different to the previous version, as it is now

the same as the clothing badges. It is slightly 3D
too.

£4 each From the ringing master.

Craig Ellis

Managing Director
Fusion Cleaning Services Ltd

Fusion Cleaning Services Lid Free: 0800 6125608
17A Shrub Ml Industrial Estate Mob: 07802 758159
Sheud Mill Road
Worcester £ cralg@tusioncdeaning uk
WRA 961 www fusioncleaning. uk

Commercial and Office Cleaning Services
Industrial Cleaning Services

Fusion has cleaned out Hampton, Hinton-on-the-
Green and Evesham Bell Tower belfnes; and recently
at Badsey

NEED A CLEAN-OUT OF YOUR TOWER? THEN TRY FUSION CLEANING

Evesham Bell Tower

The regular open practices at Evesham bell tower, cohesion between the local guilds FSG, WADCRA S/B
and the G & B are proving a success. Very popular for all skill levels. If you fancy attending it is to be
held on the 4th Wednesday evening of the month. Please check with Chris Povey or Claire Penny for can-

cellations.

Please ensure your email contact or tower contact information is updated for 2024

when subscriptions are renewed.
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