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NOTICE OF THE 2024 ANNUAL

GENERAL MEETING

AND STRIKING COMPETITION,

12 NOON,

the Brazier Trophy

12.30pm
3.30pm Service

4.00pm AGM

Saturday 19th OCTOBER, commencing at

Moreton in Marsh, St Davids church.
8 tenor 10-0-14 in G, GL56 OLT
Bring and share food for lunch

12.00pm Striking competition starting with

Refreshments served in the Church from

The Guild GUILD ANNUAL DINNER 2025
Christmas To be held on Saturday 1st
party MacmtZOZS.
The Golden Cross, Ardens
Grafton
& 6.30 for 7.00pm.
L

ORDERS BY 8TH FEB
2025 AT THE VERY
LATEST PLEASE

At Badsey, on
Saturday
December Places will be limited,

21st,7pm start ] early booking essential

with payment please.

Please bring See page 3 for details

food to share

Editorial

The AGM and striking competition is near-

ly upon us, please enter a team in either or jops please get in touch.

both competitions and support this event.
It will be helpful if you let me know in ad-
vance how many teams you are entering.
The day will follow the same format as last
year, an afternoon of competition, bring
food to share a raffle prize and money
for the raffle, food will be available during
the ringing, details of the day above. We

Four Shires Guild

event with ringing from 7pm followed by
food and carol singing. Please bring food
to share, a raffle prize and money for the
raffle.

are always looking for back ground volun-
teers, cake baking, washing up, tea mak-
ing, if you are interested in any of these

What has been happening this quarter?
Individual tower outings, holidays abroad,
CCCBR weekend away, plenty of ringing
and ringing firsts and three peals recorded

The next dates for your diaries have now
been fixed-The Guild Annual dinner as
above. This year it is limited spaces and
payment in advance only. The menu looks

delicious and Peter has negotiated a spe-  for the Guild.
cial price for us so another event not to Al L
miss. The Christmas party always a lively Ison Lee
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Officers and Committee Members of the Guild
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Mr Richard Lewis-Skeath
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Mill Lane,Badsey
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Guild Master
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS

VICE-PRESIDENTS

Mr Chris Povey

Three Ways
Wormington, Broadway
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01386 584388

chrismpovey@gmail.com

The Rev Dr Peter Newing
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GUILD OFFICERS
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Mock Morris, Boat Lane
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.com

Chaplain

Rev Dr Peter Newing

Accounts Examiner
Martin Penny
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Mr Michael Dane

28 Newbold Road
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Christinaireland46@

gmail.com

Mr Chris Povey
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Guild Peal Recorder
Mrs Sandra Parker
bidfordparker@gmail.com

Programme Secretary

Mr Len Morley

morleylen@gmail.com
Mrs Christina Ireland
Christinaireland46@
gmail.com

Membership Secretary

Mr Stuart Cum-
mings

8 Orchard Close
Lower Brailes
Banbury

Oxon OX15 5AH

Mr Graham Lee

8 Hinton Road
Childswickham
Broadway

Worcs. WR12 7HY

Safeguarding Officer

Mr Matthew Turvey
07742606299

Mid-week Tours

General Contact

Mrs Isobel Murphy
Glasfryn

Great Wolford

Warks. CV36 5NQ

01608 674005
Isobel.murphy@Btinternet.com

Health and safety officer
Mr C Povey

News letter editor
Alison Lee

8 Hinton Road
Childswickham
Broadway, WR12 7HY
alison.lee.bellringer@
gmail.com

Mr Len Morley

32 The Hobbins
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allsoppn@googlemail.com

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS

FSG subs are due on 1st January 2025 The current rates are £5 for adults and £2 for juniors, this is subject to change at the 2024

AGM. Please pay as soon after the due date as possible, an annual subscription is required to retain membership. If paying by

cash please use the payment slip at the back of this Newsletter. Payment may be made to Michael Dane, Hon Treasurer.

THE GUILD’S  BANKING DETAILS ARE: Bank, LLOYDS; Acct No,67433862 ; Account name, FOUR SHIRES GUILD; Sort Code,
30-98-97. For ‘Reference’, please insert your name and tower (or unattached), otherwise you and your payment will be untraceable!!

You will not need a receipt, as the bank transfer process allows a copy of the transfer document to be printed off.

PLEASE email updated 2025 contact for circulation of newsletter to alison.lee.bellringer@gmail.com
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The Four Shires Guild Annual Dinner
To be held on Saturday 1st March 2025
At
The Golden Cross, Ardens Grafton
6.30 for 7.00pm
Menu

Starter
Soup of the day, Warm Crusty Bread & Butter
Ham Hock & Pea Terrine, Mustard Mayo, Croutes, Dressed Leaves
Homemade Fishcake Wilted Spinach & Hollandaise Sauce
Crispy Goats Cheese & Beetroot Textures, Apple , Balsamic, Cherry Tomato
Main Course
Pan Fried Chicken Breast, Herb Mash Roasted Roots. Jus
Mediterranean Vegetable & Camembert Tart, Hand-cut Chips, Dressed
Leaves
Baked Salmon, Crushed Potato, Stem Broccoli, Pea Puree, Hollandaise Sauce
Braised Blade of Beef, Fondant Potato, Shallots, Savoy Cabbage, Port Reduc-
tion

Dessert
Glazed Lemon Tart, Lime Sorbet, Biscuit Crumble, Meringue
Black Forest Brownie, Cherry Compote & Ice Cream, Shaved Chocolate
Seasonal Fruit Crumble, Custard or Ice Cream
Duo of Cheeses with Traditional Accompaniments

Cost £30.00 per head

ORDERS TO ONE OF THE FOLLOWING WITH YOUR MENU SELECTION BY
8TH FEBRUARY 2025 AT THE VERY LATEST PLEASE

Places will be limited, early booking essential with payment please.
Alison Lee: 07730579065 Alison.lee.bellringer@gmail.com
Claire Penny: 07903963233 clairepenny99@btinternet.com

Peter Quinn: 07785793500 peterquinn22@gmail.com

If possible Payment by BACS to LLOYDS; Acct No,67433862 ; Account name, FOUR SHIRES GUILD; Sort
Code, 30-98-97. For ‘Reference’, please use dinner and name. Then send Michael Dane an email to say
you have paid "michael dane" <landm.dane@btinternet.com>

Chaplains thoughts

On a recent Sunday morning the gospel was the story of the feeding of the five thousand. As well as being one of Christ's best
known miracles, this has a message for ringers. Jesus decided to work with what he had available, and began with 5 loaves and 2
fishes. This swelled to enough to feed an enormous crowd. Some of our towers are very short of ringers, but we must try to work
with those we have and nurture them in the hope (and expectation) of better times ahead. Perhaps they will pass their, and our,
enthusiasm to others to swell our band to a useful and lively number.'
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Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Guild Masters Report for the year 2023- 2024
It has been a very busy year for your committee they have met on four occasions during the year.

Guild practices are now every Saturday evening with some practices being held in the afternoon, they all seem to be well attended,
with Alison our Ringing Master ensuring everyone who attends can progress their ringing skills.

Our Treasurer Michael Dane will have his report for 2023 presented at this years AGM it is published in the July issue of the maga-
zine, the AGM will be will be held at Moreton in Marsh on Saturday 19th October 2024 at 4.00pm

The new website which is maintained by Claire Penny is available to all Guild web users, it has all the up to date Guild information
please use it as much as possible as it is an excellent source of information.

The Guild Magazine it is now distributed mainly online, but there are a few members who like a hard copy and if anyone does want
a paper copy they can request it.

Alison Lee is editor of “The Four Shires Guild Magazine” which is published on a quarterly basis. Alison must have our thanks for
producing such an excellent magazine and collating so much useful information.

The Annual Dinner 2023 was held at The Charlecote Pheasant and was attended by 44 persons. it was held at this particular venue
as we expected a larger take up and would keep the price down, the menu was limited which in retrospect was not good, however it
seems to be very difficult to find larger venues to take 40 plus persons .

The annual outing was held on 6th July which involved a trip to the Bath area, it turned out to be a very good and interesting outing
which was arranged by Alison Lee, everyone who went really enjoyed themselves.

Published in the Magazine is always an abridged copy of the current minutes of each Guild Committee meeting so that all members
are notified of any important business, and they can inform the secretary of any items they want discussed at committee meetings
or need clarification.

Our Bell Restoration Fund, which was set up, in 2010 has made a number of grants during the year and these have been reported in
the magazine. The Committee are empowered to offer grants towards any suitable project concerning rings of bells within the
Guild’s area of operation, if you have a project where a grant from the Guild will help please do not hesitate to enquire and obtain
the necessary application forms.

To continue giving grants to worthy applications we must increase our funding otherwise our grants will be too small to make a
useful contribution to a project, ways of doing this are always being considered by the committee, we are also looking at the ways
other Guilds operate their funding schemes, in the meantime thanks go to all members who have made extra donations to the fund,
this has made a real difference.

Finally thanks should go all officers and members of the committee for their commitment

Peter Quinn - Guild Master

Far away wedding with Chipping Campden bells

In July my son Josh married a lovely American girl, Skyler, on the shore of Lake Superior near
the town of Two Harbors. During the planning | suggested a live-lead from Chipping Camp-
den so the bells could ring the couple out of the ceremony. They liked the idea but thought
that neither the Internet connection or '‘phone signal in the sticks of Minnesota would be up
to it. But a professional quality recording could be played over the sound system, if one was
made.

As it happens, in 1978 a Gloucestershire recording company, Saydisc, recorded a ringing
tour entitled "Bells of the Cotswolds" which included a touch of Grandsire Triples at St.
James, Campden. | was on the tour and think | rang the 3 or 4™ for this touch.

So as the newlyweds walked down the aisle, the bells of Chipping Campden sounded out over
Lake Superior with the Groom's father in the team.

George Osborn.

Quiz questions,
1. a). Of the Standard Eight Surprise Major Methods (1992 listing), which one is not an English place name?

b). If you started in Offenham and travelled by road to the remaining method names in alphabetical order and returned to Offen-
ham, roughly how far will you have travelled?

2. If you are ringing in Queens on 6 bells and the conductor shouts ‘Go Plain Hunt on Five’ what are the first blows for bells 3 and
47 (that’s bell numbers, not places)

3. You are ringing a silent and unconducted touch of 5ths observation Plain Bob Doubles. The treble says ‘look to, treble’s going,
she’s gone’, what is the next thing you should hear and who says it?
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What does the CCCBR ever do for us?

People have asked me; what does the CCCBR do for small guilds. The simple answer is; everything they do for big guilds. But that
was not a useful answer so | started to think about it properly and these are what | have come up with.

Bellboard, we all use Bellboard to record our ringing achievements. This is run and funded on a day-to-day basis by The Ringing
World / CCCBR, the CCCBR also publish Dove's Guide and maintain the Dove's Guide and National Bell Register online

If you have ever used anything with method collections whether online such as Blueline, Ringbell or RingingRoom or apps such as
Abel, Mobel or Methodology these all use the CCCBR method collection. Conlib for methods and Varlib for doubles variations are
both run by the CCCBR.

The CCCBR website is of course run by the CCCBR and contains masses and masses of information from belfry maintenance, history,
how to ring or teach a whole variety of methods or skills.

The work groups and Ringing 2030.

Public Relations

National ringing events such as Millenium Ringing, Ringing Remembers and Ring for the King were all, started, PR organised and
funded by the CCCBR. There is also a range of bellringing PR material that can be downloaded and edited to fit your event or church
requirements, so all your advertising can look professional.

Historical & Archive.
This is a huge resource of historical archive material and reference library, now housed at Loughborough Bell Foundry Museum. One
day you may wish to research the history of your bells or ringing in your City/Town/Village.

Publications.
There are presently 36 publications from new ringers handbooks to ringing history books to bell club cards.

Stewardship & Management.

There has been an on going project headed up by Alison Hodge of the WDCRA that is now completed to provide up to date online
resources for the stewardship and management of towers; including how to run a practice, belfry maintenance information, how to
run a bell restoration project, how to prepare risk assessments. All prepared in-depth by people who are well versed in their field.
This is all available in the resources section of the website.

Taxonomy & Technology.

These are the people who look after the method collections; and should you ring a long length or a new method they are the people
who look at the composition and say yes or no. Or you can speak to them for advice; you may even occasionally understand the
answer.

Young ringers.

They have put together various school lesson plans for use in schools which have been trialled with great success and will be rolled
out nationally. They also support university societies and national youth ringing initiatives such as the Midlands Youth Striking Com-
petition and various outings.

Then we come to Ringing 2030. Much work has been done in producing PR material which can be down loaded from the website it
is all editable so that you can make you publicity material look very professional indeed also the Touring Tower has had it’s first
outing. This was to the Essex Scout and Guide Jamboree where around 1000 youngsters had a go at ringing. Both in the tower and
on handbells while waiting in the queue.

This tower was commissioned and funded by the CCCBR to be easily portable and quickly erected by one person. This is part of a
collection of mini rings round the country that you can access for your local event.

All this is available to all members whatever the size of guild they are members of. Chris Tennant
As we now know what the CCCBR does for us we can better understand its usefulness. It was agreed at their AGM a price increase in
the affiliation fee.

This increase will be reflected in our own FSG fee increase to be proposed at our AGM in October.

CCCBR representatives needed for the FSG.

If you want to get involved and be part of the above organisation or attend the yearly meeting- a weekend away at a different loca-
tion, excellent ringing opportunities, a chin wag with old friends and disseminate information back to the Guild members then do
get in touch with one of us.
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THE FOUR SHIRES GUILD OF BELLRINGERS
Minutes of the committee meeting held at St David’s Hall, Moreton-in-Marsh , on Monday 19th August 2024.

Present: Peter Quinn (PQ); Alison Lee (AL); Claire Penny (PCP); Christina Ireland (Cl); Graham Lee (GL); Len Morley (LM); Lena Stanks
(LS); Michael Dane (MD); Nick Allsopp (NA); Stuart Cummings (SC)

1. Apologies for absence, Chris Povey.

2. Agree minutes of the last meeting, The minutes of the meeting held on 13th May 2024 were signed as a true record by the Guild
Master.

3. Matters arising from the minutes., Guild Handbells - PQ has contacted Simon Adams at Taylors. To be carried forward., Newing
Shield - MD has returned the shield to CP.

4. Reports: a. Guild Master, Nothing to report.
b. Secretary, New members. The following was elected unanimously:
- Maxine Browning (unattached): proposed by PCP, seconded by LM.

c. Treasurer, MD provided a written report on the Guild’s finances (attached). MD also provided a list of members as far as he was
aware (not attached due to GDPR compliance).

The CCCBR has contacted us regarding our ‘increased membership’. Figures show that our membership is down from pre-COVID
levels but has been rising over the last few years. The committee agreed that this was down to individual towers recruiting new ring-
ers and encouraging them to join the Guild.

Affiliation fee - At the CCCBR AGM on 7th September there will be a proposal to raise the affiliation fee from 20p per member to 40p
per member in 2025, and then to £1 per member in 2030. The committee discussed the impact of this on the FSG subscription, and
if it should be raised next year. The committee could not remember when it had last been increased, but it was at least ten years ago.
After discussion a figure of £10.00 was agreed, even though this is double the current

subscription. LS pointed out that if the subscription had been raised incrementally over that time period it would probably be higher
than that now. ACTION: The committee to propose a rise in subscription rates to £10.00 at the AGM.

d. Ringing Master, AL reported that the Saturday afternoon practices were attracting different members, but attendance had not
been high. It was felt that the fact that it was summer and there were so many other things on, both ringing and non-ringing, had not
helped numbers. It was agreed that these practices would keep going into the winter. Saturday evening practices usually had a good
attendance, but there were still very few locals joining us.

Dedicated practice: AL reported that these were going well and proving useful as it was not usually possible to ring treble bob meth-
ods at a Saturday practice. NA praised the format, just sticking to one or two methods, and it was noted that people were improving.
It was agreed to keep these practices once a month and informal for now.

e. Safeguarding Officer, No report
f. Programme Secretary, LM and Cl said everything was in hand for the next quarter.
d. Newsletter Editor, AL reported that one new person had requested a paper copy, SC had organised it.

h. Website and IT, PCP said that no problems had been reported. Several pages had been updated, and the page with links to train-
ing was underway.

i. Health & Safety, CP informed the meeting via email that there was nothing to report.
j. Peal Secretary, No report.

k. CCCBR Update, Mobile Belfry - PCP had updated the committee including some video of it in use. CP informed the meeting (via
email) that he had tendered his apologies to the CCCBR secretary as he was unable to attend the AGM. Two new CCCBR representa-
tives would need to be elected at the AGM.
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5. Bell repair fund:, MD reported that LM had inspected the work at Tredington and the grant had been paid.

There was no information on the faulty pulley at Winchcombe - carried over to next meeting.

6. Guild activities:

i. Guild Tour 2024, AL reported that it had been a success and that the minibus worked well. Full report in the newsletter.

ii. Inter-shires competition, Richard Lewis-Skeath had informed the secretary that he was no longer able to organise this competition.
NA volunteered to take over. After discussion Todenham was agreed as a suitable venue if available, and a touch of London Minor as
the competition piece. ACTION: NA to organise.

Volunteers would be needed to do teas on the day.

iii. Striking Competition & AGM, NA said the kitchen in the church would be available, and the AGM would be held in the church. He
had contacted Peter Banton about taking the service but needed to confirm. ACTION: NA

The draw would be at 12.00pm, and AL said that bands could turn up on the day, but ideally she would like towers to notify her
about a week beforehand that they would be entering teams. Food donations would be required for tea.

AL reported that she had been approached by Martin Penny, Chair of the North Cotswold branch of the G&B Association, about com-
bining our striking competitions. The format would be exactly the same, the teams would compete for the Brazier Trophy and
Newing Shield, but the highest placed G&B bands would win the G&B trophies. After some discussion it was agreed that we would try
this format for the 2024 competition and review it afterwards.

The committee went through the proposed rule changes for the Brazier Trophy and Newing Shield. Some amendments were made,
and these will be proposed to the members at the AGM. ACTION: PCP to draft new rules and send them to AL to take to the AGM.

iv. Guild Dinner 2025, PQ had menus from the White Swan in Stratford and the Golden Cross at Ardens Grafton. The White Swan pric-
es were £35-40 per head, the Golden Cross was £30.00 for three courses or £26.00 for two courses, plus £2.50 for tea and coffee.

The committee agreed that the Golden Cross had done an excellent job at short notice in 2023, and the menu looked good. There
was a lot of discussion around two or three courses, and the committee acknowledged that for larger families a formal dinner like
this becomes unaffordable. Eventually it was decided to have the three course menu, PQ to try and get it for £30 per head including
tea and coffee. ACTION: PQ

Payment to be made direct to the Guild bank account, or by cheque to MD to reserve a place.

v. Christmas Party, Cl asked about the date and location of the Christmas party. The date was agreed as 21st December, and after
discussion it was decided to keep it at Badsey if available but look at a change of venue for next year.

7. Any other business, Formalisation of roles: NA had sent out some notes regarding the President’s role. The committee were hap-
py with this, but after some discussion it was agreed that all roles could do with updating and formalising. ACTION: ALL OFFICERS to
write a short job description for their role.

8. Date & location of next meeting., Monday 18th November 2024, 7pm at Wellesbourne Parish Centre

August tours

Another fabulous outing again
this year, organised by Gill Jo-
seph for the Badsey team. Cen- -
tered around the Cirencester area [ [
approx. 16 ringers visited South
Cerney, Sidington, Preston, Wa-
termoor in Cirencester and Ciren-
cester St John. Gill managed to
capture ringers from as far afield
as Eckington, Pershore and More-
ton in Marsh to accompany and
support the team. A well organ-
ised meal at the Greyhound Sid-
dington continued on pg 11, 18
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Peals, quarters and ringing of note

On Tuesday, 2 July 2024 in 41m Broadwell, Gloucestershire St Paul Tenor: 6-0-4 in Bb 1260 Reverse Canterbury Pleasure Place
: E Doubles 1 Alison Lee 2 Claire Penny (C) 3 Graham Lee 4 Neil Garner 5 Martin Penny 6 Niels
Benatar First Reverse Canterbury as conductor

b E

July 2024 in 42m Pebworth, Worcestershire St
Peter Tenor: 11-3-9 in F# 1260 Plain Doubles
(2m) 660 Plain Bob Doubles; 600 Grandsire
Doubles 1 Gill Joseph 2 Graham Lee 3 Alison
Lee 4 Neil Garner 5 Martin Penny (C) 6 Martin
Buckley First quarter away from cover - 1 Rung

The Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Sunday, 21 July 2024 in 42m Moreton in
Marsh, Gloucestershire St David Tenor: 10-0-14 in G 1260 Stedman Triples T. Thurstan 1 Neil J Garner 2 David Salter 3 Sarah El-
liott 4 Daniel J Austin 5 Sally A Austin 6 Martin Penny 7 Nicholas Allsopp (C) 8 Claire Penny 3. First quarter of Stedman 6. Twenty
five years since last 1/4 peal of Stedman Triples 7. First as conductor.

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Tuesday, 30 July 2024 in 46m Mickleton, Gloucestershire St Lawrence Tenor: 15-3-16 in E 1260
Plain Bob Minor Tenor cover 1 Fran Chapman 2 Bill Sabin 3 Bill Nash 4 George Osborn 5 Jacqueline Hands 6 Michael Dane (C) 7
David England In memory of David Clark, tower captain here until his death 7th May 2024.

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Saturday, 17 August 2024 in 2h 46 Moreton in Marsh, Gloucestershire St David Tenor: 10-0-14
" —— + in G 5152 Yorkshire Surprise Major Composed by D G Hull 1 Robert Tregillus 2 Rose-
' ; ftom Bellbqaﬂﬂ_-__; mary K Hemmings 3 Alison T Merryweather-Clarke 4 Sarah L Elliott 5 Raymon A Sheasby
6 Neil ] Garner 7 Steve Bowley 8 Michael Chester (C) 1st peal on 8: 4. 50th peal: 3.
~%The band, clockwise from front right

The Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Monday, 26 August 2024 Cherington, Warwick-
shire St John the Baptist Tenor: 5-3-22 in B Rounds and Call Changes 1 Kathryn McCar-
thy 2 Ruth Travis 3 Christine Thompson 4 Sarah Scotter 5 Mandy Shields 6 Sarah Elliott
| (C) Rung to celebrate the 50th Wedding Anniversary of Mark and Christine Dudfield at St
John the Baptist Church, Cherington, Warwickshire

The Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Tuesday, 27 August 2024 in 50m Broadway,
{ Worcestershire St Eadburgha Tenor: 18-1-16 in E 1260 Plain Bob Doubles 1 Matthew

| Turvey 2 Elizabeth M Tennant 3 Christopher W Tennant 4 George Osborn 5 Steve Bowley
(C) 6 Tim Watkin Rung to commemorate the beginning of a new Ringing Records book.
First gqtr by local band members since 2018 and the 90th Anniversary of The Morris Ring
of which ringers 1 and 6 are members.

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Sunday, 1 September 2024 in 55m Evesham, Worcestershire The Bell Tower Tenor: 14-2-26 in
F# 1344 Tolleshunt d’Arcy Bob Major 1 lan Povey 2 Jeanette Owen 3 Claire Penny 4 Rachel D Page 5 David M Jones 6 Harry Ste-
phenson (C) 7 Steve Bowley 8 Martin Penny First blows in method for all.

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Saturday, 7 September 2024 in 2h 55
Moreton in Marsh, Gloucestershire St David Tenor: 10-0-14 in G 5152 Berk- ¢
shire Surprise Major Composed by M Maughan 1 Simon E Adams 2 Neil ]
Garner 3 Rosemary K Hemmings 4 Raymon A Sheasby 5 Robert Tregillus 6
Nicholas K Allsopp 7 lan N Robinson 8 Michael Chester (C) In memory of
Henry, 14/6/2008-1/9/2024, faithful companion to Nick.

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Saturday, 7 September 2024 in 2h 35
Ashton under Hill, Worcestershire St Barbara Tenor: 7-1-16 in A 5040 Minor
_ (7m) One extent each
| of St Clement’s Col-

Oxford Bob, Pinehurst Bob and Allerton Bob 1 Eliza | Lewis-Skeath 2 Alison
Lee 3 Reg C Hitchings 4 David T G Jones 5 Sam N O Norman 6 Henry J Stephen-
son (C) Wishing a Happy 70th Wedding Anniversary to Hilary and Bill Stephen-
son. Most methods to a Peal (2 & 5) also there were no plain leads

‘The band left to right.

= : : =% On Saturday, 14 September 2024 in 46m Brightwell, Oxfordshire St Agatha
& e ] l Tenor: 9-3-3 in G# 1260 St Agatha Bob Triples 1 Isobel Murphy 2 Alison Lee 3
: : " Barbara Pettit 4 Reg Hitchings (C) 5 Isabel Hitchings 6 Harry Stephenson 7 An-
thony P Foster 8 Keith Murphy 1st in method for all except 3,4 & 5.
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Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Sunday, 15 September 2024 in 44m Childswickham Worcestershire St Mary the Virgin Tenor' 11
-3-26 in F# 1260 Doubles (4m) St Simons, St Martins, St Osmund’s and Eynes-
bury 1 Harry Stephenson (C) 2 Rachel D Page 3 Jess McCarthy 4 David M Jones 5
Eliza | Lewis-Skeath 6 Gary McCarthy First and most mixed methods (3). The band
left to right (and Hilary) —

Penny Carr 5 Martin Penny (C) 6 Rob Sadler Resumption of ‘Quarter & a Curry’
nights with thanks to Al (husband of treble) for an excellent curry

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Sunday, 22 September 2024 Great Rissington,
Gloucestershire St John the Baptist Tenor: 11-1-3 in F# 1260 Grandsire Doubles
Steve Coleman 1 Steve Colman (C) 2 Sue Coleman 3 Jess McCarthy 4 Jeremy Mey-
rick 5 Andrew Fleming 6 Tim D Woodgate First inside method 3

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Sunday, 22 September 2024 in 57m Blockley, Gloucestershire St Peter and St Paul Tenor: 17-0-6
in F 1584 Blockley Bob Caters 1 Nick Allsopp 2 Jeanette Owen 3 Roger Hunt 4 Jane Gilbert 5 Claire Penny 6 Martin Penny 7 Rachel D
Page 8 Steve Bowley 9 Harry Stephenson (C) 10 lan Povey Believed to be 1st blows in the method. 9.1.9.3.9.3.129.3.9,129. If this is
correct the band wish to name it 'Blockley Bob Caters’ Chris Povey wishes to be associated with this Quarter Peal. The band clock-
wise from front right

S @ > z : i Blockley Bob Caters

How and why was | involved in the Q at Blockley? It
all started at Pebworth, where | was heavily involved
— ; o - : "o " | there with the augmentation to 10. | wondered
: ‘W R . " g whether a simple unrung Caters method might be
\ rung and named Pebworth in some form. After play-
ing with some figures, | discovered one that hadn’t
been allocated a name. It was rung to a Q on Sunday

| 2 w <
Al '\4 27th August 2017 and named Pebworth Bob Caters
B ) ‘4 g (see Newsletter 154). I'd been asked by Blockley PCC
i k ¢ to advise on and manage the bells rehang and aug-

mentation project, so thought, ‘Ah! 10 bells again -

o d could there be another unnamed and unrung Caters
\0 1 ? method once more?’ Further dabbling with the fig-
> z ures showed there was one very similar to Pebworth,

so ‘Blockley Bob Caters’ was a possibility. Sadly,
Covid and some other things intruded on bringing
g 82 2 this one to life before now, but the band on Sunday
4 September 22nd did the ‘bizz’. Blockley Bob Caters
A is now a reality and the tower has a ‘home method’.

Why didn’t | ring as at Pebworth? | have some physical problem now, which won’t go away quickly, so my son, lan, ‘deputised’. |
thank the conductor about me wishing to be associated with the Blockley attempt. And my grandson, Arthur, took the excellent pho-
to of the band.

Chris Povey

Back in a time before COVID there was a regular practice at Pebworth where the focus was on 10 bell ringing. When the idea of ring-
ing a new method and naming it ‘Pebworth Bob Caters’ began to gain momentum Martin asked regulars at this practice to form the
band. The quarter was duly rung, and the method named. The idea of ringing ‘Blockley’ was around in 2017, but it was only earlier
this year that Chris and | had a conversation about reviving it. As | was teaching at Blockley at the time | offered to ask if we could
have the bells and organise a date. This then led to organising the band, and it seemed sensible to ask the band that rang
‘Pebworth’ if they would like to ring ‘Blockley’. Two of the original band are no longer ringing quarter peals; lan Povey deputised for
Chris and Harry Stephenson for Georgie Roberts. Richard Lewis-Skeath was not able to make the date so | became a late replace-
ment. lliness, holidays and work commitments meant that the planned practice at Evesham early in September became a quarter
peal of the well-known method Tolleshunt d'Arcy Bob Major because the front-work was (according to Harry) ‘the same minus a
dodge’.

A huge thank you to Mimi, the ringers and PCC at Blockley for allowing us to ring; the band for remembering to put the extra dodge
back in; to MBD for the methods; and especially to Chris Povey for the original idea.

Claire Penny
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Archives from 50yrs ago

Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 8" October 1974 at the Red Lion in Chipping Campden.
Present; H. O. Hart (Chairman), A. J. Brazier, C. E. Evans, M. Fairfax, S. C. Holdom, Reverend R. F. Rothery.
Apologies; There were no apologies

Minutes of previous meeting; The minutes of the previous meeting held on the 18% March were read, confirmed , and signed by the
Chairman.

Ringing outing; The Secretary reported on the arrangements for the ringing outing on 12 October.

Ringing competition; The Secretary reported that the arrangements for the ringing competition for the 26" October were in hand,
and that these would broadly follow the previous programme. It was decided to ask the same judges to act for the two competitions
held in the same year, and the Secretary was asked to contact Messrs Arthur and Andrew Jopp to request them to judge the October
competition. Representatives of the only two towers to enter the April competition H. O. Hart and S. C. Holdom agreed to put for-
ward, for consideration by their teams, a suggestion that all teams entering for the 1974 October competition be eligible for the
silver trophy. Chipping Campden and Bledington would use the higher set of marks from the April or October competitions.

Annual General Meeting; Arrangements for the AGM to follow the ringing competition were discussed and approved.
Subscriptions; It was agreed to recommend the present subscriptions to continue for 1975.

Amendment to rules - It was agreed to recommend that the following addition be made. Membership - new class (iv) Non Resident
Ringing Member. A ringer normally residing outside the area covered by the Guild, otherwise to be eligible and elected as ringing
members. Members in this class shall not exceed one-fifth of current membership under class (iv ) and shall not be entitled to vote
at meetings of the Guild.

Accounts - The accounts to be submitted for approval showed a balance in hand at 31 December 1973 of £11.75 being mainly
subscriptions for 1974 paid in advance.

Dinner: Arrangements were left with the Chairman and Secretary. The meeting was then closed by the Chairman.

4" February 1975 (Signed) Henry O. Hart
Annual General Meeting held on Saturday 26" October 1974 at the Village hall Offenham, Mr H. O. Hart Guild Master. Chairman.
Apologies; Apologies were received from S. C. Holdom and Reverend R. F. Rothery

Minutes of previous Annual General Meeting held on 27" October 1973 were read and confirmed, and signed by the Chairman.
Confirmation of election of members; The Secretary reported that there were forty paid up Ringing Members of the Guild.

Secretary’s report for 1973: In a brief report the Secretary recorded that Saturday practices had proceeded to the end of 1973 cover-
ing many towers and attended by ringers within the Guild area and the surrounding Association Branches. These practices were con-
tinuing in 1974.

Treasurer’s Report for 1973: With the Guild recommencing activities from 15 January 1974, the main item to report is receipt of
1974 subscriptions in advance accounting £10.75.

Adoption of reports : It was agreed that the reports be adopted.

Election ; President and Vice Presidents, It was agreed to leave these positions vacant.

Guild Master. Proposed by A. ). Brazier, seconded by C. E. Evans that H. O. Hart be elected. Carried.
Secretary and Treasurer; Proposed by H. O. Hart, seconded by J. W. Nicholls that A. ). Brazier be elected.
Auditors. It was agreed to have the appointment of auditors to the Committee.

Committee. Proposed by R. Canning, seconded by B. Castle that the following members be elected to the Committee. C. E. Evans, M.
F. Fairfax. G. R. Harper, S. C. Holdon, Rev R. F. Rothery. Carried.

Subscriptions; It was agreed that subscriptions for 1975 should be fifty pence, reduced to twenty-five pence for children aged 16 or
less on 31 December 1975.

A suggestion from R. Canning that membership application forms be provided was accepted.

Addition to the rules: Proposed by J. W. Nicholls, seconded by E. Castle, that the following amendment to the rules be made under
the heading ‘Membership’ - after ‘.....to the Secretary’

(iv) extra territorial members. Ringers normally ringing and residing outside the area covered by the Guild - and shall be elected on
the proposition of a ringing member, seconded by an Officer of the Guild. Such an election shall be formally notified.

The next Annual General meeting. The number of members elected in this class shall not exceed one-quarter of the number of cur-
rent members in class (iv) and shall be elected annually.

Badges: One of the existing Four Shires Guild badges was shown to the meeting and discussion took place concerning provision of
badges. It was agreed to leave the matter for consideration by the committee.

Votes of thanks: Prior to commencement of the meeting the Guild Master thanked the Reverend and Mrs W. Q. Bates for conducting
and assisting with the ringers’ service. Rev Bates thanked the ladies for providing the teas.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.00 pm Signed ( Henry O. Hart. 25" October 1975
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Archives from 100yrs ago

A committee meeting was held in the C E schoolroom, Ebrington on Sept 27th , 1924, to arrange the programme of the Autumn
meeting and competition of the Guild, which it was decided at the last meeting, should be held at Quinton on Sat Oct 25th, 1924.
There were present, Rev W ] Guerrier (in the chair), Messrs A R White, H Withers, E Withers, T Whatcote, H Baker, W Large, T Sheppard,
G Hands and the Secretary. It was decided to follow the programme of the last meeting, the competition to commence at 2 0’clock
sharp, to hold the special service in the Church at 4:30 and to meet for tea at 5:15. It was decided that Messrs W Large and ] Hem-
ming be appointed to judge the competitions, it was also decided that Rev A N Warner, Rector of limington be invited to preach at the
special service. It was decided to allow 7 minutes to raise the bells, owing to the heavy ‘go ‘ of the tenor.

It was proposed by Mr T Sheppard and seconded by H Terry, carried unanimously, that in future a peal should be rung for the Guild
upon the bells at the Church where a meeting has been held, as early as is convenient after the competition.

A question arising out of the minutes regarding the revising of the rules of the Guild was discussed and it was decided to allow this
matter to stand over for the present. The subject of holding a combined practice occasionally was also discussed, but no definite
arrangement was made. The Secretary reported that since the last meeting, Stow-on the Wold, had joined the Guild, and also that he
had visited Great Wolford, and they had also promised to join. This concluded the business, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to
Rev W J Guerrier for so kindly taking the chair, for the use of the room, and for his great kindness in providing refreshments, to which
the reverend gentlemen suitably replied. Gordan H Poole chairman 25-10-24.

The half yearly meeting and competitions of the Guild took place at Quinton, on October 25th, commencing at 2:30. Ringers were
present from Moreton, Campden, lImington, Ebrington, Aston-Cantlow, Wootton -Wawen, Wolford, Stratford and the local band.
Messrs W Large and ] Hemming again acted as judges, and carried out their difficult task in their usual capable manner. At 5:30 a
short service was held in the Parish Church, where an eloquent address was given by Rev A N Warner, rector of Iimington. A most
excellent meat, provided by the generosity of Mr and Mrs J Frost of Quinton, was then partaken of in the Schoolroom, to which over
100 ringers and friends sat down, the unexpected kindness of this Lady and Gentleman, was greatly appreciated by all present. At
the business meeting that followed the Rev Gordon H Poole was voted to the chair, the reverend gentleman said how pleased he was
to welcome the Guild to Quinton, and proceeded to give an interesting address on the bells of his church. The judges were then
called upon to give their decision which they did , as follows.

Rising & falling Call changes Method Total
Imington 86 96 84 266
Moreton 81 86 92 259
Wootton Wawen 70 85 81 236
Aston Cantlow 80 79 20 179
Ebrington 74 68 82 224
Campden 74 95 91 260
Average for Quinton 77 85 75 237

IlImington having gained the highest number of points on the years ringing namely 565, was awarded the Challenge Shield of the
Guild, Moreton being second with 555 points was awarded the Guilds certificate of merit. The secretary reported that Great Wolford
had joined the Guild, that they had made an application for an instructor for method ringing. Stratford on Avon had also promised to
join. The secretary also reported the sudden death of Mr B G Pugh of Stow on the Wold, the meeting showed its sympathy and re-
spect by standing in silence and the secretary was instructed to send a letter of sympathy from the Guild to the widow of the de-
ceased.

The judges commented on the time lost between events of the competition and recommended that the intervals should not exceed 1
minute. The Rev Gordon H Poole proposed that the Guild should adopt the Ringers manual for use at their services. It was decided to
hold the Spring meeting at Aston Cantlow, on Saturday April 25th 1925, votes of thanks to Rev G H Poole, Rev A N Warner, the Judg-
es, Mr and Mrs Frost and all the Ladies who assisted at the tea were accorded, and the meeting closed with the hearty singing of the
National Anthem. William Guerrier, Chairman.

This is the last article of the archives from 100years ago. The minute books from 1925 until 1975 have been lost over time and no
records are available, if you think you have any old minute books stored in your attic, please check and get in touch if you find them.

il Jq—r : ‘
qis*‘a ringing a ‘

August tours,

Childswickham had their tour around Ashchurch, Bredon, Alderton,

" Overbury and Buckland, they rang for a wedding on the way and visit-
= ed Grahams first church, “'I had been longing to ring at Ashchurch as
this is where | was Christened and spent school services and then

| 4 later cubs and scouts.” (Graham Lee). They captured ringers from
== Broadwell and Moreton to support their event. Look out for these
events next year most towers look for extra ringers to join their
tours. Continued on pg 18.

25 | ‘ E =
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How well do you know your towers? Part 4, Photos
by Kathy McCarthy. Competition.
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WHAT'S ON ABOUT THE FOUR SHIRES GUILD TOWERS & CONTACTS COMPETITIONS BELL RESTORATION FUND

THE FOUR SHIRES GUILD

Welcome to the Four Shires
Guild of Bell Ringers.

We hope you find everything you need here, but if
not please contact us using the form below.

https://www.fourshiresquild.com/

THE FOUR SHIRES GUILD NEW LOGO

To continue our celebration of the 50th anniversary of the re-

founding of the Guild, we have been able to use our gold logo on
our clothing.

This stunning logo is coming to an end. It is available as a limited
edition and will end in December this year, so get your orders in.

A discount of 10% on 2 or more items delivered to the same ad-
dress, is still available. How good is that!

In the first instance please email your order to Kathy McCarthy:
khmccarthy@fastmail.fm

See below for details of all our clothing prices and sizes available.

GUILD-BADGED CLOTHING
THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE AVAILABLE:-

Polo shirts: £21.00 Full-zip ladies fleece: £34.00
Sweatshirts: £22.00 Half-zip fleece: £34.00
Full-zip fleece: £34.00 Cashmere touch acrylic v-neck jumper £37.00

In the first instance please email your order to Kathy McCarthy:-khmccarthy@fastmail.fm There are no extra carriage charges on the
prices above. All profits from the sale of clothing go to the Guild Bell Restoration Fund.

Colours: The range of colours can be seen on the Guild’s website, which is http://www.fourshires.org.uk

Some idea of sizing can be gauged from the following:-

(Chest size in inches) Small Medium Large X-large XX-large

Polo shirts 36-38 40 42 44 46-48

Sweat shirts 35-37 38-40 41-43 44-46 47-49 http://www.promotional-

Men’s full zip fleece 35-37 38-40 41-43 44-46 47-49 store.com/en-GB/henbury/
cashmere-touch-acrylic-v-neck-

Half zip fleece 35-37 38-40 41-43 44-46 47-49 jumper/

Dress size:

Ladies’ full zip fleece 10 12 14 16 18
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Place Notation, Place Bell’s
and Lead Ends

By Neil Garner

In this article, we will look at a number of smaller topics which might be useful from
time to time... all relate to the defining of place... which of course, is what our ‘art’
and its associated 'science’ is all about!

Place Notation
For a more details look at

Place Motation is a simple concept... ltis a place notation, along with
1 ¥ 23 % 4 5 shorthand way of writing down changes... but it also | lots more... why not visit
lr v :=|1 g y g 1 gﬁéf&d to describe other things too... like lead https:/bells. pebworth.icu.
4 X 7 5 X 1.3 5 It only notates the bells which DO NOT swap places from one row to the next...
4 5 X 2 3 X | 1 and because most of the time, bells do swap places, it is a very quick and
efficient way of writing down a methed.
X X 3
n the example opposite (Plain Hunt Doubles), we note that in the first pair o
54}{3 2}(1 1 Inth ple opposite (Plain Hunt Doubles) that in the first pair of
5 374 172 5 rows, 5th place does not move and in the second, 1st place does not move.
b4 X
we extend this for the entire line, we wou a series of alternate 5's an
3 5}(1 4}{2 ] If d this for th ire li Id get ies of al 5's and
1's.
3,152 4
1%z 2X5 4 3 5.1515.15.15.1
1 2 X 3 4 X 5 1 In odd bell methods, there will always be at least one bell which makes a

place... however, any odd number of places is also possible.

For even numbers of bells, it is possible to swap all the pairs simultaneously. 123456 W
If no bells stay put, we add an ‘%’ in place of a number. It is a ‘cross’... so all E| 1436 16
bells x (cross). 4 1 6 3 y
As a result, bells making a place will always come in pairs. 426153 16
5o the 12 changes of Plain Hunt Minor could be written: 462513 ¥
X.16.X.16.x.16.X.16.x.16.4.16 645231 16
6543 21
Even Shorter... Dnuble Oxford Minor

Plain Hunt is the simplest principle, but in reality, most methods will be
rmuch longer and more complex...
Most methods break up into parts called ‘leads’. This is because the treble

acts as a reference or ‘control’ for the other bells and operates on a much
shorter repeating cycle as it plain hunts back and forth. So in minor there will
be five ‘leads’ to a method... one for each of the other bells and these will
start as the treble completes its cycle and leads. Hence a ‘lead end’.

Double Oxford Bob is a very visual example of this... as the working bells
effectively move from front to back only once. So if we iron out all the
wiggles and corners, the treble and working bells could both be represented
by a simple curve...

=80
=2

Because each subsequent lead is the same, we only need to write the
notation for one lead...

On this basis, the 80 changes of double Oxford becomes:
%14 x.36.x.56.x.36.x.14.x; 12

The last number (12), being the lead end change.

r
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In addition, almost all commaon methods are symmetrical about the treble (Grandsire being the most notable
exception). This means that in reality, the second half of a lead is a mirror of the first half. So if we annotate
half a lead and add on the final ‘lead end’ change, that will suffice.

Flain Bob Doubles now becomes:
5.1.5.1.5; 125 ....and that is it... all 40 changes!
All lines can be shortened. ...

5t Simon's becomes: St Martin's becomes: Rev Canterbury becomes:  All Saints becomes:
5.1.5.3.5; 125 5.1.5.123.5; 125 345.1.5.1.5; 125 345.1.5.1.5; 123

From the six numbers, each line can be reconstructed. ..

tn

345

W o =
=k [N =

Symmetry

tn
n

The St Simon's reconstruction in particular makes the top bottom symmetry (around the green line) very
clear.

When you look at a blue line diagram, the place notation will often be written in small text beside the first
lead... often it will include the reflected half too to help make it simpler to read.

If you visit the CCCBR library https:/rsw.me.uk/blusline/methods/, you can fill in place notation on a search
tool and the website will draw the line and tell you all about the the associated method.

Place Bells

Expert ringers will often talk about ‘Place Bells’. This relates to the part of the line that 2ach bell starts
ringing. We have already talked about the two different cycles - treble and working bell... but actually each of
the working bells follows the same longer cycle, but with each starting at a different point...

This means that method
ringing is very much like
singing a musical round... e.g
London's Burning. Everyone
sings the same song, but all
start on a different line of

,73?’ words and different part of the
tune.... but the result fits
together perfectly.
When you learm a method,
breaking the line into
manageable chunks is helpful and the place bell labels then provide a quick reference point to quickly

identify where you are. Looking at the place bell order will also often help you work out the coursing orders
tool

Place Bells are very usaful for another reason too... All the calls (Bobs and Singles) happen at the lead end
change, as a new place bell is started... and the same when splicing methods... so you note which place
you are in at the lead end back stroke and start that place bell and associated chunk of the line for the new
method.
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Lead Ends Bampton Doubles

2
This is the final part of a place notation list and it decides how the place bell

order will be formed and how the cycle will work.

In the doubles examples above, all have a125 lead end except for All Saints. 125

means that when the treble leads, a bell will make 2nds and another will make 5
5ths. In doubles, this creates the familiar lead, seconds, lead and “four blows

behind' which are common to so many methods..

At a Baob, the lead end place notation will change for just that single change... it
becomes a 145 lead end... creating the familiar fourths place bob.

All Saints has a 123 notation... which an alternative lead end, but relatively
uncommaon. If you add a 123 lead end to St Martin's, it is called Barmpton.

The last possible doubles lead end is a simple 1 lead end.... this means everyone )
plain hunts and it only works on a relatively small number of unusual methods. ..

For even bell methods, by far the most common lead end is the 12 lead end... This is what happens in Plain
Bob and is the equivalent of 125 in doubles. 90% of commaonly rung methods will be *2nds place’ methods...
i.e. they have a 12 or 125 lead end.

The next most common lead end is 16 (minor) or 18 (major). In =~ 2 =
practice, this equates to plain hunting through the lead end...
Commeonly referred to as '6th place' or '8th place' methods,
they are most commonly found in treble bob, delight and
surprise methods, where often the more complex lines will
support either 2nd or 6th/8th place lead ends. For example, —
Cambridge becomes Primrose when a 6th/8th place lead end 6 —__
is used. The result is a very similar line, but with no dodges at —
the lead end and the place bells in a different order! f—

:_Cambridge 2 -

= Primrose

If you look at the adjacent Cambridge Primrose
diagrams, you will see the - EQ

o

same place bells... 2isin
blue, & is in yellow and 3
is in green etc. At the lead
end change (highlighted
black) each bell reverses
direction to create a
dodge in Cambridge,
while in Primrose it
carries on in the same
direction...

n

The most common Gth/
8th place methods are
Kent or Oxford Treble
Bob and Morwich or
Bristol Surprise.

FSG afternoon Practices and dedicated practices

You will note we are trialling an afternoon practice once a month to see if it suits more people to attend. So far the response has
been poor, if you want afternoon practices to continue then do try to support this event.

Although we can generally practice plain double and minor methods on a regular Saturday practice | feel there is a gap in learning
just beyond this so | have also started to arrange dedicated practices on the 2nd Saturday evening every month for the more com-
plicated surprise minor and major but anything considered. we have so far had several successful practices and 3 QPA.

If you feel you need to conquer that elusive method then let me know and I’'m sure | can help get you there. These practices have
limited spaces for those learning but helpers are always needed, there is also a chance for those that want to progress their con-
ducting amongst the helpers. Please get in touch if you can help.
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DIARY OF GUILD SATURDAY MONTHLY MEETINGS AND EVENTS

2024

OCTOBER 5th NORTON, 8 tenor 12-3-26 in F# WR11 4TL

OCTOBER 12th SALFORD PRIORS, 8 tenor 15-0-14 in F# WR11 8UP NOTE AT 2.30 UNTIL 4pm
OCTOBER 19th AGM MORETON IN MARSH, 8 tenor 10-0-14 in G GL56 OLT NOTE AT 12.00 MD
OCTOBER 26th ILMINGTON, 8 tenor 12-3-26 in E CV36 4LB

NOVEMBER 2nd HARVINGTON, 6 tenor 9-1-16 in G WR11 8DH

NOVEMBER 9th SHERBOURNE, 8 tenor 11-1-17 in F# CV35 8AP NOTE AT 2.30 UNTIL 4pm
NOVEMBER 16th , WINCHCOMBE, 8 tenor 11-2-11 in F# GL54 5LU

NOVEMBER 23rd BOURTON ON THE WATER 8 tenor 12-1-22 in F# GL54 2AW

NOVEMBER 30th CROPTHORNE, 6 tenor 10 cwt in F# WR10 3LU NOTE EARLIER START AT 7pm
DECEMBER 7th WILLERSEY, 6 tenor 12 cwt in G WR12 7PN

DECEMBER 14th GREAT WOLFORD, 6 tenor 11-3-7 in F# CV36 5NQ NOTE AT 2.30 UNTIL 4pm
DECEMBER 21st BADSEY 8 tenor 15-0-4 in F WR11 7JZ CHRISTMAS PARTY 7pm start
JANUARY 4th EVESHAM BELL TOWER, 12 tenor 35-2-20 in C# WR11 4RW

JANUARY 11th LONGBOROUGH, 6 tenor 11-0-2 in F# GL56 ORF NOTE AT 2.30 UNTIL 4pm
JANUARY 18th CHILDSWICKHAM, 6 tenor 11-3-26 in F# WR12 7HE

JANUARY 25th STOW ON THW WOLD, 8 tenor 27-2-24 in D GL54 1AB

For any alterations to this programme, check the FSG web-site https://www.fourshiresguild.com/ also BELLBOARD
website bb.ringingworld.co.uk (diary section) Meetings are from 7.30pm until 9.00pm unless otherwise stated. All
are welcome. You do not have to be a FSG member and we are especially pleased if members of the local band wish
to come along and ring. The Guild carries Public Liability insurance through the Ecclesiastical Insurance Group for all
its activities. Non-members attending these activities are also covered by this insurance, providing they abide fully by
the Guild’s Health & Safety and Child Protection policies. (Both policies now appear on the FSG web-site, so their con-
tents are available to all, whether members or non-members.)

August tours, If you want something more exotic how about organised trips abroad, there are
a few familiar names on Bellboard who enjoyed ringing at Vernet, part of a European ringing holi-
day

Friends of Madeline On Thursday, 5 September 2024 in 46m Vernet-les-Bains, France St George
Tenor: 5-0-15 in C 1296 Plain Bob Caters 1 Stuart D Piper 2 Mike Seagrave 3 Nicola ] Piper 4
Peter Harrison 5 Linda D Rankin 6 Merlyn Gilldaley 7 Jeffrey P Ladd 8 Nicholas Wilkins 9 Sam N O
Norman (C) 10 Harry Stephenson First QP on ten - 6. Photo from bellboard

Answers to the photo competition next time,

If you want a shiny new lapel pin badge send your answers to me (Alison Lee) by the end of this quarter. The most correct number
of towers will win you a lapel pin badge.
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https://www.fourshiresguild.com/
bb.ringingworld.co.uk

JOHN TAYLOR & CO.

BELLFOUNDERS BELLHANGERS
CARILLON BUILDERS
Tower Bells Chimes Handbells Bell ropes
Design service Building work Access systems
Profile matching Restoration Augmentations

Wrought iron clapper repairs The Guild has a Bell

See our website www.taylorbells.co.uk for specifications services and the latest information Restoration Fund, from
which the Committee is

empowered to offer
grants towards suitable
aspects concerning rings
of bells within the
Guild’s area of
operation. Such aspects
may include a range of
needs, from
maintenance to
augmentations.

Rules and Constitution
of the Fund are in the
Guild Rule Book, and
application forms are
available from me.
(These forms are email-
able.)

Chris Povey ‘BRF grant
coordinator’

The Bellfoundry, Freehold Street, Loughborough,
Leicestershire LE11 TAR, England
Tel: 01509 212241 Fax:01509 263305
Email:office@taylorbells.co.uk

Guild Lapel badges

Craig Ellis
Managing Director
Fusion Cleaning Services Ltd
Fusion Cleaning Services Lad Free: 0800 6125608
17A Shrub Ml Industrial Estate Mob: 07802 758159
Sheud Mill Road
Worcester £ cralg@tusioncdeaning uk
WRA 961 www fusioncleaning. uk

Guild lapel badges are available. They are slight-

ly different to the previous version, as it is now Commercial and Office Cleaning Services

the same as the clothing badges. It is slightly 3D ndustrisl Comning Sesvices

too. Fusion has cleaned out Hampton, Hinton-on-the-
Green and Evesham Bell Tower belfnes; and recently
£4 each From the ringing master. at Badsey

NEED A CLEAN-OUT OF YOUR TOWER? THEN TRY FUSION CLEANING

SERVICES

Evesham Bell Tower

The regular open practices at Evesham bell tower, cohesion between the local guilds FSG, WADCRA S/B
and the G & B continue to succeed. Very popular for all skill levels. If you fancy attending it is held on
the 4th Wednesday evening of the month. Please check with Chris Povey or Claire Penny for cancella-
tions.

Please ensure your email contact or tower contact information is updated for 2024
when subscriptions are renewed.
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