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Editorial 

As you can see the Guild annual 

summer outing is now looming. 

Please book your place on the 

minibus or just let me know if you 

intend to come so I can ensure 

viable numbers. 

We had a really good turn out for 

the Guild annual dinner at the 

golden Cross again this year, all 

agreed it was superb food and a 

really good speedy service. The 

speaker this year was Jane Hall 

telling us tales of being a vicars 

wife, see page 3. 

Please send me your photos and 

articles from your VE Day ringing, 

your summer outings and any-

thing else you may think is news-

worthy by mid June, for the next 

newsletter  

Alison Lee 

The Guild annual ringing tour, Saturday 28th June 2025 

Northampton 

10-11am Duston 6, tenor 8–0–1. NN5 6RZ coffee available during ringing.  

12 Noon-1pm Northampton All Saints 10, tenor 17–0–4. NN1 1DF 

13:15-14:15 Northampton St Peters 8, tenor 12–2–0. NN1 1SH, 1 hour available for lunch 

15:30-16:30 Northampton St Giles 10, tenor 22–3–0. NN1 5AA 30 mins available for tea 

17:15-18:15 Northampton, St Mary’s Dallington 6, tenor 13–2–2. NN5 7AA TBC 

There will be a minibus with limited seats. 

 

New Treasurer needed 

If you feel you have what it takes to handle a spreadsheet, then please step forward and take 

on this role. See page 4. 
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Officers and Committee Members of the Guild 

PRESIDENT VICE-PRESIDENTS 

Mr Richard Lewis-Skeath 

3 Silk Mill Cottages 

Mill Lane,Badsey 

Worcs. WR11 7EP 

07747802555 

asumringer@gmail.com 

 

The Rev Dr Peter Newing 

36 Born Court 

New Street  

Ledbury 

Herefords HR8 2DX 

01531 635040 

Chaplain 

Rev Dr Peter Newing 

 

Accounts Examiner 

Martin Penny 

GUILD OFFICERS 

Guild Master 

Mr Peter Quinn 

22 Mountford Close 

Wellesbourne 

Warks CV35 9QQ 

01789 840827 

peterquinn22@gmail.com 

Ringing Master 

Alison Lee 

8 Hinton Road 

Childswickham 

Worcs. WR12 7HY 

07730579065 

alison.lee.bellringer@ 

gmail.com 

Hon Secretary 

Claire Penny 

Mock Morris, Boat Lane 

Offenham 

WR11 8QZ 

07903963233 

clairepenny99@btinternet 

.com 

Hon Treasurer 

Mr Michael Dane 

28 Newbold Road 

Wellesbourne 

Warks CV35 9QE 

01789 470491 

Iandm.dane@btinternet.com 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS CCCBR Representative 

Mrs Christina Ireland 

178 Cheltenham Road 

Evesham 

Worcs 

01386 49965 

Christinaireland46@ 

gmail.com 

Mrs Lena Stranks 

Willersey 

07711101157 

Jess McCarthy 

Jessmccarthy1990@gmail.com  

Mrs Sandra Parker 

bidfordparker@gmail.com 

Guild Peal Recorder 
Programme Secretary  

Mr Len Morley 

morleylen@gmail.com 

Mrs Christina Ireland 

Christinaireland46@ 

gmail.com 

Health and safety officer 

Mr C Povey 

Mr Graham Lee 

8 Hinton Road 

Childswickham 

Broadway 

Worcs. WR12 7HY 

Mr Stuart Cum-

mings 

8 Orchard Close 

Lower Brailes 

Banbury 

Oxon OX15 5AH 

Membership Secretary  

 

Safeguarding Officer 

Mr Matthew Turvey         

07742606299           

Mr Len Morley 

32 The Hobbins 

Shipston on Stour 

Warwickshire 

CV37 4QE 

morleylen@gmail.com 

Yvonne Davis 

Mickleton 

News letter editor 

Alison Lee 

8 Hinton Road 

Childswickham 

Broadway,  WR12 7HY 

alison.lee.bellringer@ 

gmail.com 

Mid-week Tours 

General Contact 

Mrs Isobel Murphy 

07759874831 

Isobel.murphy@Btinternet.com 

BRF coordinator 

Mr Chris Povey 

Mr Chris Povey 

Three Ways 

Wormington, Broadway 

Worc.WR12 7NL 

01386 584388 

chrismpovey@gmail.com 

FSG subs were due on 1st January 2025 The current rates are £10 for adults  and £4 for juniors. Please pay as soon after the due 

date as possible, an annual subscription is required to retain membership. If paying by cash please use the payment slip at the 

back of this Newsletter. Payment may be made to Michael Dane, Hon Treasurer.  

THE PREFERRED METHOD OF PAYMENT FOR SUBS AND DONATIONS IS BY INTERNET BANK TRANSFER.  

 THE GUILD’S     BANKING DETAILS ARE: Bank, LLOYDS;  Acct No,67433862 ;   Account name, FOUR SHIRES GUILD;        Sort Code, 

30-98-97. For ‘Reference’, please insert your name and tower (or unattached), otherwise you and your payment will be untraceable!! 

You will not need a receipt, as the bank transfer process allows a copy of the transfer document to be printed off.                

PLEASE email updated 2025 contact for circulation of newsletter to    alison.lee.bellringer@gmail.com 

mailto:alison.lee.bellringer@gmail.com
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                       The Guild Annual Dinner 2025 The Golden Cross, Ardens Grafton 

 

A Bellringers’ Grace, composed by the Rev David Hall for this evening followed by tales from the Vicars wife Jane Hall 

 
We thank you, Lord, before we dine for food and friends and belfry chimes. 
 
 
We pray for chambers and for towers, and harmony in our world that flowers. 
 
 
We pray for peace in all our days; we pray for clappers and strong stays. 
 
 
We pray you, Lord, show us your way in all we think or do or say. 
 
 
We thank you, Lord, where e’re we dwell for your great gift of tuneful bells. 
 
 
Now bless this food and bless this band; may they bring joy throughout this land. 

 

(As a vicar’s wife, I have travelled to New Zealand and the islands of St. Helena and Ascension.) 

 

   I first met David, who was then an economist, a First Secretary, in the British Embassy in Tokyo, Japan, in 

January 1973.  That was my third posting as a Foreign Office secretary, having been in Paris for 3½ years and 

Nicosia in Cyprus for 2½ years before that.  The first time I ever had a conversation with David, I asked him if 

he intended to stay in the Foreign Office, and he said no, probably not, as he might go into the church, so I did 

know from when I first met him.  Fast forward to December 1973, and we got married in Adelaide, South Aus-

tralia, because my father had been appointed Commissioner of Police in Adelaide, having been one of the sen-

ior Chief Constables in England, coming from York and North East Yorkshire. 

 We came back to England from Japan on David’s mid-tour leave in February 1974, through the Sey-

chelles, and bought a house in St. Albans.  Back to Japan for 18 months, then returned to live in St. Albans in 

the summer of 1975, where David continued to work in Foreign Office.  In 1978 he went to see our then vicar 

in St. Albans about going into the church. He was accepted, and we moved to Birmingham, one child later, for 

his training in Queen’s Theological College.  20 months and 2 children later, he was appointed to be curate at 

St. George’s in Letchworth, Hertfordshire.  St. George’s was a modern church, now about 80 years old, but the 

lovely old daughter church, St. Nicholas in Norton down the road, had tower bells.  I learnt to ring there, and 

also in Baldock, the heaviest ring in Hertfordshire, the tenor being over one ton 26-2-22.  I am no great tower 

bell ringer, I can handle most bells happily – I’ve rung for the Lord Mayor of London’s procession at St. Mary-le-

Bow – but methods are beyond me.  However, my grandfather, Hubert Salisbury, who sadly died in 1920, so I never knew him, was a 

superb bell ringer.  When he died, quarter peals were rung all over Worcestershire, and handbells were rung over his grave at his 

funeral in Little Comberton.  There are two peals listed with his name in, on bell board, both at Eckington, Worcestershire.          

https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/search.php?ringer=hubert+salisbury&order=        One practice night at Bidford, I met a ringer, Harry 

Rolls, then well into his 80s, who I believe had been taught to ring by my grandfather. 

 We had 3½ years in Letchworth, then, a third child later, we moved only four miles down the road for David to become Team 

Vicar at Holy Saviour Church in Hitchin, a Victorian church with three 

bells, which one of the churchwardens used to ring with one foot 

and two hands.  (While in Hitchin, David did a four-month job swap 

with a vicar from Auckland in New Zealand, so we and the three chil-

dren had a splendid four months there in 1989, with the children 

attending a term’s school there).  Very occasionally I rang at the 

main church in Hitchin, St. Mary’s, where, one practice night – I was-

n’t there – the quite large tenor bell fell out from its mooring and 

landed on the ceiling above, to a bit of panic down below!  After 

eight years in Hitchin, we moved up to Bidford-on-Avon in January 

1993, where we were for 15½ years until David ‘retired’ in July 2008, 

where I was back on tower bells.  It was in Bidford that I came across 

hand bells.  There was a very good set of two octaves there ,25 bells. 

 A good-sized group of people had been got together and I 

was asked if I was interested.  So, along I went, and saw some numbers on a page.  I play the piano, so read music, and I looked at 

these numbers and wondered what on earth I was going to do with them.  All soon became clear, as hand bell ringers here will know!  

We practised in the church, but went at the pace of the slower ringers, so several music readers like me sat and did not much.  So I 

decided, with four others, that we would make our own little group, and ring from music on another night (I continued going to the 

usual practice night) which is exactly what we did, and joined the Handbell Ringers of Great Britain.  We had a wonderful time joining 

with them when we could.  Ringing the same music in a full cathedral with other ringers is quite something, and we went to ‘bell 

bashes’ when we could.  The group of us were all teenagers except me and we would ring 15 bells between us – two ringing two, the 

four heavier bells;  two others ringing four each;  with me at the top on three. 

https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/search.php?ringer=hubert+salisbury&order=
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After David retired, we moved 

to Little Alne to rent for four 

years, for reasons I won’t both-

er you with.  At St. John’s in 

Aston Cantlow, where David 

was taking services fairly fre-

quently a friend told me that 

there were some handbells 

there.  Those slightly dilapi-

dated handbells were 13 bells 

that might possibly have been 

used for hand bells change ring-

ing.  This friend, who co-

incidentally we had known 30 

years before in St. Albans and 

had moved up to Wilmcote with 

her husband, who was a Reader, 

suggested that we buy some 

more bells to make up two oc-

taves.  This we did.  We bought 

some from an owner in Ketter-

ing, and took the two sets down to Whitechapel Bell Foundry in 

London, who used and re-conditioned what bells they could from 

the two lots, and made up a 2-octave set for us.  We have been 

ringing them now for about 15 years, and we do occasionally go 

and ring for other people and groups, particularly at Christmas. 

 I mentioned St. Helena Island earlier.  David was on the 

island with Voluntary Service Overseas, VSO, for six months in 

1963.  He sailed from Southampton to Cape Town in early 1963, 

missing THAT winter, and as he sailed away from St. Helena in the 

July, he waved goodbye, never expecting to see it again.  Fast 

forward to November 2014, now living in Alcester, when I just 

happened to see in the Saturday Times that the little ship, the RMS St. Helena, whose job it was to ferry passengers and cargo be-

tween Cape Town, St. Helena and Ascension Island, was stopping, as they were building the airport on St. Helena.  I pointed out the 

Times article and said to David, ‘Would you like to go back to St. Helena?’  So we did!  We flew to Cape Town and boarded the RMS St. 

Helena for its five-day voyage to St. Helena, which sits in the Tropics in the middle of the South Atlantic Ocean, the nearest land be-

ing Ascension Island, 750 miles to the north-west, with the nearest bit of Africa to St. Helena being Namibia about 1,000 miles to the 

east.  We spent 8 days over Easter 2015 on St. Helena, which is about 8 miles by 6, and went round many of David’s old haunts.  On 

the way back to Cape Town on the RMS the then-Bishop of St. Helena was also on board, going on UK leave.  He and David got chat-

ting and David said to him that, as he knew St. Helena from before, if he could 

help out for a few weeks or so while, for example, one of the four or so clergy 

went on leave, he would happily do so.  The Bishop’s reply was, ‘I’m actually fine 

on St. Helena, but go to Ascension Island over next Christmas and New and cover 

that for me, would you?’  So, we did!  We flew RAF from Brize Norton and were on 

Ascension, which is 8 degrees south of the equator, size about 7 miles by 5, tem-

perature constant high 20s/low 30s, from mid-November 2015 to the end of Jan-

uary 2016.  New Year’s Day was spent leaping into the sea from the pier with 

many other islanders, the only day of the year you are allowed to do it! 

 Having done that, we were still in touch with the Bishop in St. Helena, who 

asked David if he would go out there in the summer of 2018, as he was retiring, 

to help out when he’d gone, and we went out there another twice, for three 

months each time, early in 2019 and again in October 2021, returning to England 

at the end of January 2022.  The way to get there is via Johannesburg, flying out  
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from there via refuelling in Namibia, but the last time we went it was still Covid quarantine time, so we flew from Stansted via refuel-

ling in Accra and back the same way.  Planes could happily get there without stopping, but the airport on St. Helena can sometimes 

be covered in mist.  You have to refuel on the way so that, if you can’t land, you can return to where you refuelled.  We’re now much 

too old to go anywhere exotic like that again!  ‘Retired’ David is still taking services! 

Aston Cantlow hanbell ringers are always looking for new members, please get in touch if you fancy a go at tune bell ring from num-

bers not music. Our practice day currently is a Friday morning. Thankyou for listening to my whistlestop tour of life as a Vicars wife. 

 

 

The evening continued with the presenta-

tion of the trophies from the October strik-

ing competition, and the raffle which raised 

a fantastic sum of £190 for the bell fund. 

Superb food and a well attended evening. 

The treasurer was pleased with the ad-

vanced payments for the meals, it made life 

easier for him that evening. 

 

 

Ilmington receive the Newing Shield . 

Above: Willersey the winners of the Brazier 

trophy  

Below: Fladbury receiving their merit award 

This years Ringing Masters Merit award  went 

to Fladbury, for once again relentlessly work-

ing as a team to organise experienced ring-

ers to visit their practice nights, help run 

dedicated doubles sessions and conduct 

quarters for many of there team. There are 

at least 5 firsts on bell board for this year. 

Your team should be an inspiration to us all. 

Treasurer Jan 2025 

A reminder that the subs have increased to £10 (£4 juniors) from 1
st

 January; if you have a standing order set up please check that 

you have increased your payment. 

If you send subs from a tower, please email me with the breakdown of the payments (name, subs, donations) so that I can pass the 

members names to Alison otherwise they may not be on the list for a newsletter, and allocate the correct amount for the Bell Fund. I 

have had 2 payments already and although I know the tower I have no idea who it is for (I am not psychic). 

I have told the committee that I will not be standing as treasurer at the 2026 AGM. I will help the new treasurer do the 2026 ac-

counts but if anyone is interested in taking over and wants to know what is involved, contact me.                           Michael Dane 

New treasurer needed                                                                

The role of Treasurer is easy especially if you understand a spreadsheet and can operate online banking. The treasurer mainly needs 

to receive and record all subs, pay any bills and report on the financial status to committee meetings. End of year accounts come 

automatically from the spreadsheet. 
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Please ensure your email contact or tower contact information is updated for 2025 

when subscriptions are renewed. 

1 2   3 4 5 6   7 8   9 10  

There is a prize for the first correct solution. 

The grey columns contain an instruction for 

collecting the prize; the pink columns indicate 

how to find this instruction. 

  

In each clue, the words in bold type are a defi-

nition of the answer: please ignore the rest of 

the clue if you don’t like cryptic crosswords. 

  

All of the cryptic indicators in the clues are 

listed at www.clueclinic.com/index.php/

clinical-data/, and except for proper nouns, all 

of the answers are in the Chambers Dictionary 

(13th edition).  Googling the definitions at 7, 

14, 18, 22, 32, 34, 35 across and 38 will take 

you to the relevant Wikipedia pages. 

  

11   12     13       14       

      15       16   17       

18             19     20     

21         22             23 

  24           25       26   

27       28   29   30         

  31   32     33   34         

35               36 37       

38     39     40             

41       42       43         

  44             45         

Across 

1.   Requests vegetables containing lithium. (5) 

5.   Dines in café brewing tea with unfinished stout. (4, 3) 

11. To some extent blessed? Not so much! (4) 

13. Eat hot with tops of neaps, onions and shallots. (4) 

14. Pacific island in EU – bonkers! (4) 

15. Put off no female animals. (4) 

17. A net tossed in volcano. (4) 

18. One has trouble returning hip bones. (4) 

19. Strengthened bishop participated in competition. (6) 

21. Plane crashes in Asian country. (5) 

22. Rose-breasted cockatoo hearts found on girl alto. (5) 

24. Wrench from Portuguese neighbour? That’s about 

right. (6) 

25. Information about case of llama pregnant with horse. 

(2, 4) 

27. Rosie’s bendy willows used for baskets. (6) 

29. Ollie’s partner’s Church of England position. (6) 

32. Smell is evident at first in capital of Idaho. (5) 

34. Traditional learning around island in French river. (5) 

35. Type of filet made by fighter in Russia? No, in France. 

(6) 

36. Laughing out loud about California in nearest pub. (5) 

38. Cartoon steam engine originally on RTÉ after 4. (4) 

40. Doctor keeping gold in German tree. (4) 

41. Her late majesty, embraced by no roman emperor. (4) 

42. It comes after former departure. (4) 

43. Mistakenly rinse up. (5)  

44. Two diamonds left in, say, oak pedal. (7) 

45. Almost recalled obligation to stop East European musi-

cal composition. (5) 

 

Down 

1.   Method Albion adapted, going into lead. (5, 3) 

2.   Very drunk, sounding like a chicken that doesn’t lay 

after the end of April? (7) 

3.   Heartless Assad crushed supermarket chain. (4) 

4.   Some rascal let Sam upset Belgian beer. (6) 

5.   Invigorating withered green grass around Italy. (10) 

6.   Nothing is hidden in painting e.g. a blood vessel. (5) 

7.   Short-range navigation system in dish or antenna. 

(6) 

8.   Treble stopping for tenor that’s turned over. (3) 

9.   Sent back, taking on posh airs. (5) 

10. One inspired by Socialist to study. (4) 

12. Not going to jump over rope to ring, clearly. (8) 

16. Totally destroy despicable person who’s not serious, 

wearing gong. (10) 

20. Wedge cereals (not rind from kefir) in bars of ice 

cream. (8) 

23. Path to follow in indecent row. (4, 4) 

26. Region backing Edward, full of air. (8) 

28. Pooh’s friend ate under cover. (7) 

30. Charm in what gets Evesham going after you are on 

the phone with everyone. (6) 

31. Bolt I have placed in sides of Renault. (5) 

33. Billy’s crazy, spending pound for Basil’s wife. (5) 

35. Note what knights of Palin say in small car. (4) 

37. Miss nothing before university in Cambridge. (4) 

39. Fish eggs came up out of stream, initially. (3)  

                                     New for 2025     Hidden in Plain Sight by Agricola.  

The references to bell ringing are subtle. 
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Tredington’s 400 Year Old Bell  

   During a visit from a fellow ringer and friend Neils Benatar who trav-

els from Germany to ring with us a few times a year we were kindly 

reminded that this year was our 5th bell’s 400th Anniversary and I 

thought to myself that we couldn’t let this pass without a celebration 

to mark the occasion in some way. So, I got in touch with Kathy McCar-

thy our tower captain, the woman in the know and who has many con-

tacts, and we set about agreeing a date and with our Tredington band 

putting a plan together with very limited time before Christmas. 

   The event was a huge success and what a wonderful time we all had! 

There was a real buzz in the church with support from our local visi-

tors and ringers from near and far. We had incredible generosity from 

our villagers and local businesses who donated excellent raffles priz-

es, our raffle table looked truly remarkable and a very special thanks 

needs to be mentioned to Kathy as this was all her doing. We had a 

plentiful supply of delicious cakes, pastries mince pies, tea, coffee and 

mulled wine, etc, which was of course very popular! We ended up rais-

ing a magnificent sum of £790 on the day which will go towards the 

cost of repainting our cast iron bell frame which hasn’t been painted 

since it was 1st installed in the tower in 1946. 

   The event brought a lot of energy and enthusiasm about bellringing. 

The ringing chamber was very busy with experienced ringers, and we 

had quite a lot of interest from 1st time ringers who were given the 

chance to have a go at ringing for the 1st time, thanks to Nigel Dick 

and Alan Griffin who kindly facilitated this. We also had handbells which was a lot of fun 

thanks to Claire Penny for agreeing to make this possible and facilitating this on the day. I 

produced a video of our birthday bell being rung by our model Tredington ringer Richard 

Budd so that visitors could see how ringing the sally at hand and back stroke downstairs 

translates to the bell ringing in the belltower. This attracted a lot of attention as it was a rare 

opportunity for many, to see a bell in full-circle motion and it ended up being a useful tool to 

help understand this. 

   I would like to take this opportunity to thank everybody who made the event the success 

that it was, especially my local band members; Andy, Eddie, Kathy, Martin, Richard and Ruth 

for all their support leading up to the event and on the day and the generosity of our villagers 

and visitors who helped us raise a remarkable sum of money and to the local businesses for 

their generous donations. Thank you to our lovely community of bellringers for all the help 

and support and to those who helped us spread the word. 

 

Written by Harie Claire 

Painting by Niels Bena-

tar  
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Peals, Quarters and ringing of note 

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Steeple Aston, Oxfordshire St Peter and St Paul Thursday, 16 January 2025 (12–2–16 in F) 

168 Single Oxford Bob Triples 1Reg Hitchings, 2Isabel Hitchings, 3Chris Seers, 4Sue Bacon, 5Brenda Parr, Nicholas J Parr, 7Peter J 

Harris ©, 8Clive Sparling, For St Kentigern's Day on 13th January, dedicated to Mother Seraphima and all at Holy Nativity Convent 

Brookline MA USA 

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Hinton on the Green, Worcestershire St Peter, Wednesday, 29 January 2025 in 44m (10–1–8 in G) 

1260 Spliced Minor (2m) 648 of St Clements College Bob & 612 of Lakesend Bob, 43 COM, 1Elizabeth M Tennant, 2Alison Lee, 3Sa-

rah L Elliott, 4Christopher W Tennant, 5Steve Bowley, 6Henry J 

Stephenson © 

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Moreton-in-Marsh, Glouces-

tershire, Sunday, 2 February 2025 in 45m 1260 Plain Bob Dou-

bles 

 with 768 cover, 1Gary McCarthy, 2Jane Gilbert, 3Graham Lee, 

4Jess McCarthy, 5Nicholas Allsopp ©, 6Sue Luckett, 7Beccie 

Williams, 8Elizabeth Royle, 1st quater (6), 1st treble (1), 1st on 

tenor (8) 

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Evesham, Worcestershire The 

Bell Tower, Sunday, 2 February 2025 in 44m (11–0–16 in G♯) 

1260 Mixed Doubles (5m/v) 240 each St Martins, St Simons, 

Plain Bob, April Day. 300 Grandsire 1George Osborn 2Jennie 

Kimberley Graham Lee 4Neil Garner 5Martin Penny © Rung after 

service to celebrate a presentation to Chris Povey for his long 

service as tower captain of Evesham Bell Tower 

Evesham, Worcestershire The Bell Tower Saturday, 15 February 

2025 in 54m (14–2–26) 1344 Plain Bob Major View composition 

(https://complib.org/composition/33975) 

1Alison Lee 2Rachel Titmuss 3Claire Penny 4Sally A Austin 5Alison 

T Merryweather-Clarke 6Susan Bacon 7Billy Clarke 8Sarah L El-

liott © First on 8 as conductor 

Offenham, Worcestershire St Mary and St Milburgh Sunday, 23 

February 2025 in 43m (10–3–2 in F♯) 1260 Plain Bob Doubles 

1Alison Lee 2Beccie Williams 3Claire Penny © 4Graham Lee 5Neil 

Garner 6Toby Walters For the Patronal Festival of St Milburgh 

The Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Willersey, Gloucestershire 

St Peter Monday, 24 February 2025 in 42m (12 in G) 1260 Plain 

Bob Doubles 1Chrissy Wainwright 2Sarah Fletche, 3Beccie Wil-

liams 4Neil Garner 5Robert Chadburn © 6Pete Kavanagh First 

Quarter on a fully working inside bell 2 60th Birthday Compliment 

to Sarah Fletcher. 

Hook Norton, Oxfordshire St Peter Friday, 21 March 2025 in 46m (20–

2–13 in E) 1280 Cambridge Surprise Major, 1Michael J Austin 2Selina J 

Harris 3Sally A Austin 4Graham J Clifton 5Harry S Gibson 6Jonathan E 

Muller 7David M Salter 8Daniel J Austin (C) 

Rung in memory of John Beacham, ringer from Great Rollright., First 

Surprise Major inside - 2, 1000th Quarter Peal - 3 

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Stoulton, Worcestershire, St Ed-

mund King and Martyr Saturday, 22 March 2025 in 40m (7–0–5 in B) 

1260 Mixed Doubles (3m/1v) 180 Stedman, 360 each Plain Bob, April 

Day and Grandsire 1Jennie Kimberley 2Penny Carr 3Julian Richardson 

4Martin Penny 5Claire Penny ©  

6Cath Gillespie 6 - First as cover 

 

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Shipston on Stour, Warwickshire      St Edmunds Sunday, 23 March 2025 1260 Plain Bob Dou-

bles 1Yvonne Davis 2Alison Lee 3Leonard G A Morley 4Graham Lee 5Neil J Garner © 6George Osborn Rung prior to the town annual 

Civic Service 

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Willersey, Gloucestershire St Peter Tuesday, 25 March 2025 in 44m (12 in G) 1260 Plain Bob 

Doubles 1Lena Stranks 2Beccie Williams 3Neil Garner 4George Osborne 5Robert Chadburn (C) 6Chrissy Wainwright First Quarter 

Peal away from tenor 1 

Moreton band 

https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/performances-report.php?association_id=122&year=2025
https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/tower/11353
https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/performances-report.php?association_id=122&year=2025
https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/tower/15884
https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/performances-report.php?association_id=122&year=2025
https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/tower/14752
https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/tower/14752
https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/performances-report.php?association_id=122&year=2025
https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/tower/13495
https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/tower/13495
https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/comp.php?id=2302726
https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/comp.php?id=2302726
https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/tower/16128
https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/tower/13482
https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/tower/10393
https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/performances-report.php?association_id=122&year=2025
https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/tower/16881
https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/performances-report.php?association_id=122&year=2025
https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/tower/15279
https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/performances-report.php?association_id=122&year=2025
https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/tower/13482
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Henry  

Highlights of looking after Evesham Bell Tower and bells for 40 years 

 

       Alison Lee (Editor) asked me to jot down a few highlights of looking after 

Evesham Bell Tower and its bells for 40 years. My predecessor was Geoff Hem-

ming, Gerald Hemming’s father , who had been the Ringing Master since 1947 

and who had been probably the biggest proponent in wanting the old ring of 

10 replaced. This he managed in 1951, when the old bells and frame were re-

moved and a new bellframe with 12 new bells were cast and hung in it. The 

tenor of the new ring was modelled on the 11
th

 bell at Worcester Cathedral, a 

ring Geoff had greatly admired since its installation in 1928. Although the 

same note as the old tenor (C#) the new tenor was/is 36cwt (the old was 

32cwt). In addition, the new bellframe had 13 pits to allow a ‘flat 6
th

’ bell to be 

hung, which would allow a lighter ring of 8 based on the 9
th

 bell as the tenor. 

Taylors’ records show the old bells were  broken up to provide some metal for 

the new bells and I believe the total cost for the work was about £4500. The 

bells were Dedicated on 8
th

 September 1951. Geoff had arranged for ‘The Brum-

mies’ to come to ‘open’ the bells with some touches of Stedman Cinques. Inter-

estingly a record company had been invited to record the bells being rung on 

this occasion. A copy exists, but it is cracked, so it gives a ‘click’ every time the 

needle goes over the crack. Happily, though, Neil Garner ‘repaired’ this when 

he worked at the BBC at Wood Norton, by taking a digital recording and remov-

ing the clicks. While they are definitely the Bell Tower bells, their sound is ra-

ther haunting, as the new clappers had yet to bed in on the new soundbows. 

The new ring was judged to be very easy to ring and very fine in tone, a judge-

ment that has stayed with them since then. I suspect the glorious tower in 

which they hang has something to do with this. 

      The next big change occurred in 1976, when a new Ringing Room floor was 

constructed to make the ropes shorter and to render the rope guides redun-

dant. In addition, an American by the name of Walter Wornick agreed to pay for 

a new ‘flat 6
th

’ bell in memory of his father. This was cast by Taylors and pro-

vided the much-promised light 8 (2,3,4,5,6b,7,8,9). 

       In 1977 I returned to ‘home turf’ after working in South Glos. Oxford and 

Swindon, with  a job at Tewkesbury. Home turf was really the Evesham area and 

Helen and I chose a house in Wormington (where we still are). Wormington 

Church has one bell, so I felt attaching to Evesham Bell Tower to be a reasona-

ble move. I had met Geoff Hemming in the past and rung with him a few times. 

Having lived in Tetbury, between December 1973 and September 1977 I had 

done some high quality ringing in the area, up to Surprise Royal at other towers.  

      Ringers at the Bell Tower were sparse, so I guess Geoff was happy to see me. Geoff had succeeded his father as RM, and some 

must have thought Gerald would succeed Geoff when the time came. But that was not to be. The Vicar then, Bertie Webb (who was a 

ringer), was willing to disrupt the succession and, unbeknown to me, discussed this with Geoff. Bertie asked me to be the Deputy 

Ringing Master until Geoff either wished to hand over the reins or passed to a higher authority. I have to say I was knocked back 

when Bertie asked me: Evesham! Was there no-one else before me? Apparently not. Bertie and Geoff were very pleased. I learnt later 

that Gerald didn’t want the job regardless and Geoff may have passed that on in earlier discussions. I took over on Geoff’s death in 

June 1984. 

      The first job was to train some ringers as there was only Bertie, myself, Tony Brazier plus an occasional visitor from the area. We 

eventually reached the point where we could ring reasonable rounds and call-changes, which was good. Due to bust-ups between 

local ringers in the past some of the old ringers avoided the Tower, but I had chats with them to say it was under new management 

and they would be very welcome. Gradually they returned and the band grew stronger. Grandsire and PB Doubles became the norm, 

with occasionally (a highlight) some Grandsire Triples – plain courses at least. More people were trained to ring. Gradually occasional 

ringers became regular ringers and sometimes we rang a course of Grandsire Cinques on practice nights. What joy! 

      I had realised that adding the real treble of the 12 to the middle 8 gave a genuine ring of 9, and that adding a bell a full tone 

above the real treble (known as an ‘extra treble’) would provide a light 10 (tenor 15cwt): what a wonderful thought. I’d always liked 

10-bell ringing! I mentioned this to Geoff; and I remember his answer: ‘Yes it would, but that will have to be something for you to 

do, my boy!’ Clearly it did happen and I’ve had such delightful ringing on this 10. It required some rearrangement of the real treble’s 

pit, but Peter Hayward (with Taylors at the time) devised an excellent, tidy addition to the bellframe. For some reason there was a 

large gap between the real treble’s rope and the tenor’s rope in the Ringing Room and nothing needed moving to add the extra tre-

ble’s rope. A fund to meet the cost of this was started, but it stalled  such that things were going to be a long time coming. A major 

donation had been given by the Hemming family as the bell was to be a memorial to Geoff. Then one Sunday morning, towards the 

end of ringing, an elderly gentleman came up the tower. I asked whether he was a ringer and he said ‘no’, so I invited him to sit 

down to see the ringing. He then asked whether we were using the extra bell (ie, the flat 6
th

) to which I said ‘yes we are. Are you sure 

you don’t ring, as you know something about the bell?’ He replied, ‘I gave it.’  I said, ‘You must be Walter Wornick. Please take a seat 

and I’d love to have a chat when we’ve finished falling the bells.’ He and I had a delightful conversation and then he came up with 

the immortal words, ‘Do you have a fund for any more bells?’  
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     I said, ‘Yes, we are trying to provide a bell in memory of Geoff Hemming.’ Walter explained his mother and brother had died 

since he gave the flat 6
th

. He asked whether it might be possible to have the bell in memory of his mother and brother. I said I would 

discuss with the Hemming family and meet him in the The Fleece at Bretforton, as he was staying in the UK for a while. The Hem-

ming family agreed, so the bell has Geoff’s name on one side and Walter’s mother and brother on the opposite side. Mine as RM is 

on the outer soundbow. Walter gave a substantial amount to this project. And what joy and pleasure it has given. 

         My records tell me I have rung 80 peals on the bells and have circled the tower at least four times. My last peal was on my 70
th

 

birthday. Some peals stand out more than others of course. I remember ringing one of Stedman Cinques with Chris Kippin on the 

11
th

 and John Mayne ringing the tenor behind – and, as you do, calling the peal from the tenor! Chris and John were renowned slow 

ringers, taking the bells well up to the balance at each stroke. It took 3hrs 52 minutes. I rang the 10
th

, so it wasn’t a big problem, 

but those ringing the trebles must have been almost setting theirs every stroke! It was a superb peal. Another was Lincolnshire S 

Major on the middle 8 with then-12yr old Gary Exell from Tetbury conducting. Bertie Webb was in that peal and heard me ask Gary if 

he was to call it. When Gary said ‘yes’, Bertie looked at me in disbelief. Gary remains the youngest person to call a peal at the Tow-

er.   

 I must mention the water colour of 

the Ringing Room on the wall be-

hind the treble’s rope, although it is 

normally covered to prevent sun-

light damage. Pam Copson brought 

a gentleman to the Tower in about 

1999. He was learning to ring for 

the new Millennium and Pam 

thought he ought to experience a 

12-bell tower. He said to me one 

day, ‘Would you mind if I make 

some sketches and take some pho-

tos to paint this scene. I said that 

was OK with me. He disappeared for 

a time and I said to Pam, ‘Not seen 

Philip for a few months. Did he 

paint the scene’. ‘Oh yes’ said Pam. 

‘He’s bringing it next Wednesday.’ 

Philip duly arrived the following 

Wednesday with a large, wrapped 

package under his shoulder We 

cleared the Ringing Room table and 

Philip opened the package. To say 

there were gasps and large intakes 

of breath when the painting was 

uncovered, even flat on the table, 

hardly describes the shock of what 

we were seeing. It’s like a photo-

graph with everyone instantly recognisable. Eventually Philip donated to the Tower the framed painting as is seen on the wall, which 

revealed one thing we had never known – Philip Shepherd was a member of the Royal Watercolour Society (patron at that time HM 

The Queen), with only 80 such members at any one time. Eventually the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers asked if wooden 

jigsaws of the scene could be produced for sale to raise money, which happened. 

     I must tell an interesting story about a quarter peal of Plain Bob Royal on the back 10  for the exact 40
th

 anniversary of the Dedi-

cation of the bells. For some reason John Smart looked at the ringers there and wondered whether the average age of the ringers 

was 40 and sat down asking each ringer their age. I said, ‘Let’s ring the quarter first and do that afterwards’, which we did. It didn’t 

seem in the least bit likely, looking at the ringers there (being rather ‘mature’) until John asked Ian his age, to which he replied 19. 

All of a sudden the average age plummeted and the total age hit 400. Not 401 or 399, but exactly 400. Funny how these things 

happen. 

     There was one genuinely Royal occasion. HRH Princess Margaret had accepted an invitation to open Evesham’s new Riverside 

Shopping Centre in 1990. There was to be a walkabout, meeting various local VIPs. The Vicar asked me to have the bells rung at a 

certain time. He later told me to have the ringers lined up at the base of the Tower, so HRH could see them. The ringers were rather 

incredulous at this, but agreed – and to get togged up in their Sunday best (yes, even Steve Carter, who came in a suit!). My two 

eldest sons were learning to ring at the time, so they also formed part of the line-up. I was later asked to introduce each ringer to 

the Princess, including my sons. The Princess and I had a fairly long conversation, much to my surprise. Helen was taking photos 

and had the impression the organisers of the walkabout were trying to move the Princess along (no doubt wondering whether this 

stop was on the schedule), but she seemed quite happy to stay awhile. Quite an occasion! 

      There have of course been other interesting times, but I must conclude. I guess the question is ‘Why did you give it up?’  Sadly, I 

have Parkinson’s Disease, which is affecting my legs and balance. Odd things started three years ago and last year I realised I could 

no longer do the job properly. My family had banned me from going onto the bellframe, so regular maintenance was impossible, 

although I did receive assistance from Ian. So, it’s a new era. Claire Penny has been appointed the new Ringing Master by the PCC. 

What a tower and its ring of bells to look after!                                                                                                        Chris Povey 



 

    Four Shires Guild                                             11                                Newsletter 184,  April 2025 



 

    Four Shires Guild                                             12                                Newsletter 184,  April 2025 

Plain Bob Doubles backwork dodges  
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FSG afternoon Practices and dedicated practices 

You will note we are continuing an afternoon practice once a month to see if it suits more people to attend. So far the response 

have been variable, if you want afternoon practices to continue then do try to support this event.  

Although we can generally practice plain double and minor methods on a regular Saturday practice I feel there is a gap in learning 

just beyond this so I have also started to arrange dedicated practices on the 2nd Saturday evening every month for the more com-

plicated surprise minor and major but anything considered. we have so far had several successful practices and 4 QPA. 

If you feel you need to conquer that elusive method then let me know and I’m sure I can help get you there. These practices have 

limited spaces for those learning but helpers are always needed, there is also a chance for those that want to progress their con-

ducting amongst the helpers. Please get in touch if you can help. 
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                                                    GUILD-BADGED CLOTHING 

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE AVAILABLE:- 

             Polo shirts:          £21.00                         Full-zip ladies fleece:                      £34.00 

             Sweatshirts:         £22.00                         Half-zip fleece:                                £34.00 

             Full-zip fleece:      £34.00                        Cashmere touch acrylic v-neck jumper £37.00 

In the first instance please email your order to Kathy McCarthy:-khmccarthy@fastmail.fm There are no extra carriage charges on the 

prices above. All profits from the sale of clothing go to the Guild Bell Restoration Fund. 

Colours: The range of colours can be seen on the Guild’s website, which is http://www.fourshires.org.uk 

Some idea of sizing can be gauged from the following:- 

(Chest size in inches)      Small               Medium              Large                 X-large                   XX-large 

Polo shirts                      36-38               40                      42                     44                          46-48 

Sweat shirts                    35-37               38-40                 41-43                44-46                     47-49 

Men’s full zip fleece        35-37               38-40                 41-43                44-46                     47-49 

Half zip fleece                 35-37               38-40                 41-43                44-46                     47-49 

 

Dress size: 

Ladies’ full zip fleece       10                   12                       14                    16                           18 

For any alterations to this programme, check the FSG web-site https://www.fourshiresguild.com/ also BELLBOARD website 

bb.ringingworld.co.uk (diary section) Meetings are from 7.30pm until 9.00pm unless otherwise stated. All are welcome. You do 

not have to be a FSG member and we are especially pleased if members of the local band wish to come along and ring. The Guild 

carries Public Liability insurance through the Ecclesiastical Insurance Group for all its activities. Non-members attending these activi-

ties are also covered by this insurance, providing they abide fully by the Guild’s Health & Safety and Child Protection policies. (Both 

policies now appear on the FSG web-site, so their contents are available to all, whether members or non-members.)  

 

http://www.promotional-

store.com/en-GB/henbury/

cashmere-touch-acrylic-v-neck-

jumper/  

Evesham Bell Tower 

The regular open practices at Evesham bell tower, cohesion between the local guilds FSG, WADCRA S/B and the G & B continue to 

succeed. Very popular for all skill levels. If you fancy attending it is held on the 4th Wednesday evening of the month. Please check 

with Claire Penny for cancellations. 

DIARY OF GUILD SATURDAY MONTHLY MEETINGS AND EVENTS 2025 

APRIL 5th MORETON IN MARSH 8  tenor 10–0–14 in G  GL56 0LT  

APRIL 12th GUITING POWER 6  tenor 6–2–25 in B♭   GL54 5XA NOTE AT 2.30 UNTIL 4pm 

APRIL 19th EVESHAM BELL TOWER 12  tenor 35–2–20 in C♯  WR11 4RW  

APRIL 26th  STRATFORD UPON AVON 10  tenor 19–0–2 in E  CV37 6BQ  

MAY 3rd  MICKLETON 8 tenor 15–3–16 in E  GL55 6RZ  

MAY 10th  LONG COMPTON 6 tenor 12–0–22 in F  CV36 5 JJ NOTE AT 2.30 UNTIL 4pm 

MAY 17th  DUMBLETON 6 tenor  11 cwt in G  WR11 7TL 

MAY 24th  NORTON 8 tenor 12–3–26 in F♯   WR11 4TL 

MAY 31st  LONGBOROUGH 6 tenor 11–0–2 in F♯  GL56 0RF 

JUNE 7th  CHIPPING CAMPDEN 8 tenor 22–1–18 in E♭  GL55 6JN 

JUNE 14th  HONINGTON 6 tenor 13 cwt in A♭  CV36 5AB  NOTE AT 2.30 UNTIL 4pm 

JUNE 21st WELFORD ON AVON 8 tenor 9–3–1 in G♯ CV37 8EN 

JUNE 28th FSG ON TOUR NORTHAMPTON 10 tenor 17–0–4 in E  NN1 1DF 

JULY 5th ALVESTON 6 tenor 7½ cwt in A  CV37 7QJ 

JULY 12th BLEDINGTON 6 tenor 8–0–13 in G  OX7 6XD  NOTE AT 2.30 UNTIL 4pm 

JULY 19th STANTON 6 tenor 9–1–16 in G  WR12 7NF 

JULY 26th BRETFORTON 8 tenor 8–3–11 in F♯  WR11 7JS 

https://www.fourshiresguild.com/
bb.ringingworld.co.uk
mailto:http://www.promotional-store.com/en-GB/henbury/cashmere-touch-acrylic-v-neck-jumper/
mailto:http://www.promotional-store.com/en-GB/henbury/cashmere-touch-acrylic-v-neck-jumper/
mailto:http://www.promotional-store.com/en-GB/henbury/cashmere-touch-acrylic-v-neck-jumper/
mailto:http://www.promotional-store.com/en-GB/henbury/cashmere-touch-acrylic-v-neck-jumper/
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JOHN TAYLOR & C0. 

BELLFOUNDERS BELLHANGERS 

CARILLON BUILDERS 

Tower Bells  Chimes  Handbells  Bell ropes 

Design service  Building work  Access systems 

Profile matching  Restoration  Augmentations 

Wrought iron clapper repairs 

See our website www.taylorbells.co.uk for specifications services and the latest information 

The Bellfoundry, Freehold Street, Loughborough, 

Leicestershire LE11 1AR, England 

Tel: 01509 212241 Fax:01509 263305 

Email:office@taylorbells.co.uk 

The Guild has a Bell  

 

Restoration Fund, from which the 

Committee is empowered to offer 

grants towards suitable aspects 

concerning rings of bells within the 

Guild’s area of  

operation. Such aspects may in-

clude a range of needs, from  

maintenance to  

augmentations.  

Rules and Constitution of the Fund 

are in the Guild Rule Book, and ap-

plication forms are available from 

me. (These forms are email-able.)  

Chris Povey ‘BRF grant coordinator’ 

    Guild Lapel badges 

 

Guild lapel badges are available. They 

are slightly different to the previous 

version, as it is now the same as the 

clothing badges. It is slightly 3D too. 

£4 each  From the ringing master. 

https://www.fourshiresguild.com/ 

What ringers do in their 

spare time: 

Beautiful lead work and craftsman-

ship by John Bonner, one of the ring-

ers at Broadwell. A new tower door 

for one of the churches in the North 

Cotswolds. 

 

More artwork by Niels Benatar, ringer 

from Tysoe and Tredington. 

Chipping Campden tower. 

https://www.fourshiresguild.com/
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