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Editorial 

We have started the touring season, a few 

people travelled to Nottingham for our 

annual outing. All those who came had a 

great day out see page 3. 

A Four Shires Guild BBQ is on the horizon, 

hosted by Christina in Evesham, she warm-

ly invites all to her garden on August the 

9
th

 after the Broadway afternoon branch 

practice. Please bring food to share, See 

page 2. 

Plenty of VE Day celebrations that some 

were recorded on bell board but not all, if 

you did not submit to bellboard I cannot 

include in the newsletter. 

I have to report on the sad passing of 

three of our members this quarter;       

Rev. Dr Peter Newing our Vice president, 

Jackie Hands from Ilmington/Mickleton 

and Anne Bourne former tower captain of 

Blockley, reports pages 6 and 7. 

Two important dates for your diary as 

above, please enter a team in the minimus 

competition in September and a team for 

the striking competition in October.     

Alison Lee. 

FSG MINIMUS STRIKING COMPETITION FOR THE ‘MINI-MOUSE TROPHY’ 

On Saturday  13
th

 September 2025,                        

AT LITTLE COMPTON, 5 tenor 6-2-6 in B♭ back 4 bells GL56 0SA,  

commencing at 2pm,  

Team names to Alison Lee  

 

NOTICE OF THE 2025 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

AND STRIKING COMPETITION,  

Saturday 18th OCTOBER, commencing at 12 NOON, at 

CHILDSWICKHAM, 6 tenor 11-3-26 in F♯    WR12 7HE  

Bring and share food for lunch 
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Officers and Committee Members of the Guild 

PRESIDENT 
VICE-PRESIDENTS 

Mr Richard Lewis-Skeath 

3 Silk Mill Cottages 

Mill Lane,Badsey 

Worcs. WR11 7EP 

07747802555 

asumringer@gmail.com 

 

Vacancy 

Chaplain 

Vacancy 

Accounts Examiner 

Martin Penny 

GUILD OFFICERS 

Guild Master 

Mr Peter Quinn 

22 Mountford Close 

Wellesbourne 

Warks CV35 9QQ 

01789 840827 

peterquinn22@gmail.com 

Ringing Master 

Alison Lee 

8 Hinton Road 

Childswickham 

Worcs. WR12 7HY 

07730579065 

alison.lee.bellringer@ 

gmail.com 

Hon Secretary 

Claire Penny 

Mock Morris, Boat Lane 

Offenham 

WR11 8QZ 

07903963233 

clairepenny99@btinternet 

.com 

Hon Treasurer 

Mr Michael Dane 

28 Newbold Road 

Wellesbourne 

Warks CV35 9QE 

01789 470491 

Iandm.dane@btinternet.com 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS CCCBR Representative 

Mrs Christina Ireland 

178 Cheltenham Road 

Evesham 

Worcs 

01386 49965 

Christinaireland46@ 

gmail.com 

Mrs Lena Stranks 

Willersey 

07711101157 

Jess McCarthy 

Jessmccarthy1990@gmail.com  

Mrs Sandra Parker 

bidfordparker@gmail.com 

Guild Peal Recorder 
Programme Secretary  

Mr Len Morley 

morleylen@gmail.com 

Mrs Christina Ireland 

Christinaireland46@ 

gmail.com 

Health and safety officer 

Mr C Povey 

Mr Graham Lee 

8 Hinton Road 

Childswickham 

Broadway 

Worcs. WR12 7HY 

Mr Stuart Cum-

mings 

8 Orchard Close 

Lower Brailes 

Banbury 

Oxon OX15 5AH 

Membership Secretary  

 

Safeguarding Officer 

Mr Matthew Turvey         

07742606299           

Mr Len Morley 

32 The Hobbins 

Shipston on Stour 

Warwickshire 

CV37 4QE 

morleylen@gmail.com 

Yvonne Davis 

Mickleton 

News letter editor 

Alison Lee 

8 Hinton Road 

Childswickham 

Broadway,  WR12 7HY 

alison.lee.bellringer@ 

gmail.com 

Mid-week Tours 

General Contact 

Mrs Isobel Murphy 

07759874831 

Isobel.murphy@Btinternet.com 

BRF coordinator 

Mr Chris Povey 

Mr Chris Povey 

Three Ways 

Wormington, Broadway 

Worc.WR12 7NL 

01386 584388 

chrismpovey@gmail.com 

Chris Povey has the following to pass on for free: 'Church bells of Gloucestershire' by Mary Bliss and Fred Sharpe. It be-

longed to Gloucester Diocesan Advisory Committee, but they are downsizing, so one of the two books they had needed to go. 

The book was issued in 1986 and has not been updated, so is out-of-date in a few instances - but the information it contains 

within its 725 pages about the towers and bellfounders is very interesting. The book itself is in good condition, but the loose 

cover has a tear in the back. Contact Chris on 01386-584388 or chrismpovey@gmail.com.  

BBQ August 9th 4:45pm 

at 178 Cheltenham Rd. Evesham  WR11 2LW                                                            

Please bring any food and drink to share. Bring plate, cutlery and glass as preferred. 

Please let Graham know what you are bringing grham.r.lee@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:chrismpovey@gmail.com
mailto:graham.r.lee@hotmail.co.uk
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                       The Guild Annual tour 

FSG annual tour to Northampton 28.06.2025 

‘Sanctus’ from The Armed Man by Karl Jenkins was on the radio on my drive to the annual ringing 

tour. Its rhythmic beat depicting labouring people on the march provided a wonderful analogy in 

my mind of ringers from near and far homing in on Northampton, all with a singular purpose: to 

ring their bells. Not, as with Sanctus, of a menacing purpose, but of a joyful one. 

Missing an exit from the Coventry ring-road snapped me back to reality but I was compensated by 

the wonderful soundtrack of Dvorak’s ‘New World Symphony’ which followed, again symbolising 

those of us for whom Northampton was new ringing territory. The two ringers who came for a 

grab in just one tower each contrasted with the seventeen ringers who stayed from beginning to 

end. 

The suburb of Duston was our starting point where Liz, the Tower Captain of St Luke’s, gave us a 

very warm welcome and the top six of all desirables for a tour organiser: easy parking, a loo, a 

cuppa, biscuits and a ground floor ring where we all had chance to mingle and renew friendships, 

whether it was with those seen this time last week or this time last year. The sixth was high-up on 

the list for any ringing master trying to herd their flock: the ground floor set-up meant that those 

in charge couldn’t lose anyone from sight. The church’s beautiful dark Northamptonshire ironstone added to the warmth of welcome. 

Alison Lee, as tour organiser, had provided us with a cracking, relaxed start to the day. 

The ringing chamber was one of the more interesting: a central tower with a ground floor ring meant that the ringers were slap 

bang in the middle of the congregation, in a circle tight enough that stray ropes could be caught by your neighbour if on the 3 

and 4. The ‘ringing chamber’ comprised a solitary notice board area on one side of a pillar but the loss of space for paraphernalia 

was compensated for by an unavoidable sense of togetherness between congregation and ringers. Perhaps even more unusual in a 

church were the altars at both east and west ends. 

Northampton town centre was next and it drew in 

my curious mind because it’s not a place I’ve 

ever had reason to visit before. First impressions 

reinforced my prejudiced thoughts: a little down-

at heel at the end of town where I parked. Walk-

ing up the hill towards All Saints, a church which 

holds the position and appearance of a town hall 

in the middle of a square created by its own im-

posing building, the town elevated itself to one 

which is trying really hard to up its’ game with a 

pleasant townscape and, in the hot weather of 

the day, plenty of outdoor seating at cafés. All 

Saints is a Town Hall in appearance on the outside and a London church in ap-

pearance on the inside, with the spiral stairs to the ringing chamber tucked into 

the front wall of the church. They led us to a ring of ten in a small tower on 

which we managed to bash out some nearly respectable ringing for those who 

aren’t used to ringing on ten. 

St Peter’s was next, back down in the not-so-great part of town. Opening the 

church door prompted the wow factor for many of us: a Romanesque beauty of 

an interior from circa 1160, described as one of the best Norman churches in 

Britain. Its sophistication in design and ornament is a reflection of the national 

importance of Northampton in the Middle Ages. Externally the striking feature is 

the continuous arcaded frieze that stretches along both sides of the basilica. 

Internally it is the march of fat Norman columns towards the altar with their lav-

ish contemporary carvings which is particularly striking. The tower arch into 

the ground-floor ringing chamber is almost shamelessly rich in sculptural effect. Phone cameras were out en masse to take 

personal records of this remarkable building. We hashed our way through more methods, rounds and call changes on their ring 

of eight. 

Whilst saddened by this church being redundant and in the care of the Churches Conservation Trust, it was uplifting to read 

that they have purchased a long lease for the historic coaching inn next door, The Black Bull, and are restoring both to become 

a heritage hub for the town. Why has a church trust bought a pub? It all becomes clear if you read this link: 

Duston 

All Saints 

Inside All Saints 
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https://www.visitchurches.org.uk/what-we-do/regeneration-and-communities/our-regeneration-projects/st-peters-and-the-old- 

black-lion-Northampton.  Our own CCCBR is hoping to partner up with the pub and open a national training centre in their 

stables with a ring of bells to complement those in St Peter’s. Phipps, a Northampton brewery, is installing equipment at the 

pub to brew one-off and seasonal beers to accompany its range of real ales produced nearby at the Albion Brewery and they’re 

hoping to install a skittles alley. It sounds very exciting and inviting as a future ringing destination on many levels, combined 

with the parking at Doddridge which costs the grand sum of £2.35 on Saturdays and is a very short walk away, as is the town’s 

railway station. The pub aims to re-open in 2025, so this is going to be a fine centre and will provide a magnet for the town. 

After St Peter’s we made our way via a mostly non-alcoholic, mostly liquid lunch in a ‘Spoons to quench our thirst (courtesy of 

the heat) to St Giles, which appeared to be at the, for now, posher end of town. Another easy-going ring of ten awaited our 

best efforts and we finished at that tower by giving very grateful thanks to Bridget and Graham Paul who opened up for us at 

three towers. There’s no denying that they’d have heard better standards of striking but to clarify there were several beginners on 

this trip. 

As I walked back to my car I was conscious of being watched by a big minibus full of what looked like oldies on a day trip and, 

guess what? I realised that the rather enthusiastic waving from the bus was most of my tour colleagues! They were, quite 

rightly, the smug ones: no hassle 

for them with parking, car park 

charges, navigating or drinking and 

driving. Alison had arranged a steal 

of a price for those on board. 

Finishing on the six at St Mary’s 

Dallington made us realise that 

Alison had created yet another tour

-de-force: a last ring next door to a 

delightful thatched pub where 

some of us wound down for more 

required hydration after a day’s 

ringing in the heat and others sat 

outside with their fish and chips 

delivered by the day’s minibus driv-

er.  

Inside the church we were treated to two final masterpieces: a Burne Jones window in memory of Viscountess Althorp, and one of 

only two William Morris tapestries of that design, the other being in a Brussels art gallery. 

Main takeaways from the day were, as ever, the camaraderie of everyone in the Four Shires Guild and the need for our Guild to 

offer sessions of good striking practice on ten bells. The final one is that Alison could do with a bit more support on these tours. 

 

We were a small and exclusive ‘club’ for the day and each got in plenty of ringing but the significant effort required by Alison 

deserves attendance by a handful more ringers which would also help each of us who attended to achieve better striking. 

Jeanette Owen 

St Peters 
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Michael Dane, Hon Treasurer. 
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Reverend Doctor Peter Newing, 1933-2025, Vice-President of the Guild 

I first met Peter in early 1965 at Ebrington. He visited the Friday ringing practice as it was then. He had very recently been appointed 

a Curate at St Peter & St Paul’s Church at Blockley and was interested in what ringing there was in the area then. We had a chat about 

it, although I probably wasn’t much help to him, being still a learner at that time. However, he took an interest in my abilities and 

occasionally asked if I’d like to accompany him and his new wife, Angela, on some ringing outings. 

Peter (and Angela of course) eventually moved to another parish, but I came across them on ringing outings and practice nights oc-

casionally. 

Peter was born in Canterbury. His father was a Market Gardener, although Peter didn’t have much interest in that. He was interested 

in the Church and learnt to ring church bells. He had to do National Service and went into the RAF, not as flying crew but in the ad-

ministration side,  helping to keep the Air Force running correctly on the ground. 

He then attended a college in Worcester to allow him to teach, as he considered this was a useful way to provide some income. He 

met Angela, who was learning to ring at that time, and thought he ought to keep in touch with her – which of course he did. Angela 

was preparing to attend Bristol University, so Peter thought he should do that, too, but was accepted at Durham - at the opposite 

end of the country of course! 

Peter was not only interested in ringing, but in bells, too. He started what might be considered an early version of the Keltek Trust. 

He bought bells and used them to augment rings or substitute sound bells for poor or cracked ones. Angela tells me that he had 

‘found’ (Angela’s term) at least 30 bells for use in this way and that he paid for a further 10 to be newly-cast at his expense as dona-

tions to similar projects. When the Guild’s Bells Repair Fund was launched, Peter provided the first tower to benefit from this, the 

augmentation of Temple Guiting to 6 in 2011. Happily Peter was able to ring ‘his’ bell to a quarter-peal of Bob Minor there, the first 

6-bell method rung to a Q on them, when ‘Synchronised’ won the Cheltenham Gold Cup the day before (the horse was trained in a 

racing stables nearby). 

Peter told me a story about collecting a bell in a Morris Minor pick-up he owned at the time. The pick-up was rated for a maximum 

load of 6cwt. Peter found the bell was nearer 10cwt. He had it lifted on to the vehicle, where the weight was very much over the back 

axle and the back end went well down. He trundled off carefully and found the roads a bit bumpy. As darkness was approaching he 

had a brainwave: take it up the motorway, where the road would be smoother and he could go a bit faster. So he transferred to the 

motorway. He found the road smoother, but this caused the vehicle  to go front up and back down. The steering became dangerous-

ly light at 50mph, so he crawled back home, with the potential to be bumped up the rear by a faster vehicle. 

Peter was a true benefactor of the Guild. He and Angela attended a Guild Dinner in the late 1970s where he learnt the Guild’s origi-

nal Striking Competition Shield had disappeared. He offered to replace it with a new one, to be made by Campden’s Guild of Handi-

crafts. This is the Shield we still compete for now. More recently he donated a set of handbells to the Guild. He also donated a signif-

icant amount of money to the Guild’s Bells Restoration Fund to allow bigger grants to be given to such repair work. 

Peter  contributed to the Guild in another way. He was the Guild Chaplain and regularly provided ‘The Chaplain’s Thoughts’ in the 

Guild Newsletter. These were always written in long-hand and sometimes I had to ponder over one or two words of his rather spidery 

hand-writing. (I remember offering my translation services to Alison when she became the present editor, but she told me, as a 

nurse in a hospital, she had had lots of experience in translating doctors’ even more spidery writings!). 

Peter was elected Guild Vice-President in recognition of his very valuable support. 

Peter became the Vicar of Brimpsfield, out on top of the Wolds near Birdlip, and was there for some 25 years. While there he had the 

bells overhauled and augmented to 6. He then became the Vicar of Bromsberrow, near Ledbury (but still Gloucester Diocese) before 

officially retiring. Although retired he volunteered to be a peripatetic cleric for Gloucester Diocese, and I heard he was serving a very 

large number of parishes that were currently without an incumbent.  

The rehang of Blockley bells greatly attracted his interest, due to his involvement with the 

parish previously. He kept in touch with me over this project, particularly about the aug-

mentation to 10. He gave the new treble bell for this work. 

Peter was laid to rest at Brimpsfield on Monday 9
th

 June. I had rung there many years previ-

ously and had forgotten what a quiet place it is. The church is off the beaten track – in a 

field. The weather for his funeral was bright and warm, and it was very much an enchanted 

location in which to be buried. I’m sure winter is a different prospect altogether, but its 

peace will not be altered at any time. The burial was followed by a Memorial Service in St 

Mary’s Church, Painswick, where a much larger congregation was expected (Peter and An-

gela lived there for several years). Happily the weather was fine and warm for both events. 

The Guild thanks Peter for all his very significant input to the Guild. He will always be re-

membered for it.                                                                                           Chris Povey 

 

The Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Blockley, Gloucestershire St Peter and St Paul On Mon-

day, 9 June 2025 in 45m Tenor: 7–2–9 1260 Mixed Doubles (3m,1p) 360 St Simon’s, 360 St Martin’s, 480 Plain Bob, 60 Stedman 

1 Richard Lewis-Skeath 2 Alison Lee 3 Claire Penny (C) 4 Steve Bowley 5 Jess McCarthy 6 Len Morley Remembering Rev Peter Newing, 

Guild Chaplain and Vice-President, on the day of his funeral. Rung by current and former members of the committee. Peter was cu-

rate at Blockley at the start of his career, and he donated the treble when the bells were augmented and rehung in 2018. First quar-

ter peal on the front 6. Chris Povey would like to be associated with this quarter peal. Also remembering Anne Bourne, long time 

tower captain at Blockley who passed away this week. 
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Jacqueline A Hands  

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Moreton in Marsh, Gloucestershire St 

David Saturday, 3 May 2025 in 2h 51 (10–0–14 in G) 5152 Kingsey De-

light Major Composed by R Baldwin (arr. M Maughan) 1Neil J Garner, 2Mi-

chael Chester (C), 3Rosemary K Hemmings, 4Ian N Robinson, 5Robert 

Tregillus, 6Roderic K Bickerton, 7Nicholas K Allsopp, 8Andrew J Ellis Rung 

in memory of Jackie Hands, of Ilmington, who died on 1st May 2025. 

250th peal: 7. Circled the tower: 2. Steve Bowley would like to be associat-

ed with this peal 

    Jackie, as she was universally known, gave a tremendous amount to 

ringing in many ways. As a member of the local Ilmington team she 

helped in their reputation for striking and winning competitions both in 

the Four Shires and Coventry Guilds. Jackie was elected to the Four Shires 

Guild in 1978 and served as an officer of both Four Shires and Gloucester 

& Bristol, the latter including Ringing Master of the North Cotswold 

branch.  Jackie’s support for Four Shires was wide- ranging and at the 

annual dinner there was always speculation as to what wonderful dress 

Jackie would be wear-

ing. Right:- FSG Dinner 

2026 Jackie receiving 

the Newing Shield for Ilmington winners of the October 2025 striking competi-

tion. Photo Graham Lee. 

    Jackie’s personal ringing achievements were also diverse and her fitness 

meant that she could ring any bell without hesitation and her repertoire was 

equally wide.  Chris Mew who rang 31 peals and 152 quarters with Jackie 

quotes some of her achievements.   Jackie rang tenor bells to peals at Bloxham, 

Mickleton, Chipping Campden and Harbury and was part of the band ringing 

the first peal on the augmented eight at Ilmington. Other peals of note were 

Stedman Triples and Caters and spliced surprise Major.  In terms of quarter 

peals, Jackie was proficient on all numbers having rung up to Stedman Caters, 

Cambridge Royal, Grandsire Cinques and Little Bob Maximus, Along the way 

were spliced surprise major, Erin Triples, Double Norwich, Duffield and Original 

Triples and Major.  

Jackie was a character who was liked by everyone, enjoyed her ringing and set 

standards for those around her. One of the tributes relating to ringing at Jack-

ie’s funeral was given by Roland Greenhill (G&B) who explained for non-ringers 

the meaning of quarter peals and peals. 

Note by Chris Mew 27th May 2025 

Jackie’s funeral service and wake was on 22 nd May 2025. at Ilmington church. 

Filled up with family and friends, including a good quantity of ringers represent-

ing both the Four Shires Guild and the Coventry Diocesan Guild. Notable at-

tendees included the Central Council and Coventry Guild’s Past President Chris 

Mew, the Four Shires Guild Past President John Nicholls and current Vice Presi-

dent Chris Povey, and the Coventry Guild’s current President Annie Hall. Open 

ringing on eight preceded the service for an hour, with numerous people want-

ing to pay their respects by ringing.                                                                                                                            

Emotional tributes were paid on behalf of husband Robin and daughter Michelle 

by all five of the Neill family, for whom Jackie had worked for 28 years, from her 

nannying days for them through to her roles in housekeeping and gardening. 

She and Robin had clearly become an extended part of their family and they 

obviously loved her deeply, miss her greatly and are now struggling to compen-

sate for her absence, not least because of her dedication and speed of work at 

their home.       

Whilst four of the family spoke about Jackie, the fifth, Henry, is an international professional baritone singer. He sang a beautiful 

rendition to us across Jackie’s coffin of The Call from Five Mystical Songs by Vaughan Williams. Roland Merrick followed with Jack-

ie’s life in ringing, including from how she would ring any bell in a tower to her days of ringing spliced surprise. The hymns All 

Things Bright and Beautiful and The Lord’s My Shepherd were sung with gusto by the congregation, as you’d expect from any ser-

vice attended by a quantity of ringers. 

The wake, at the King’s Arms in Mickleton, was full of guests reminiscing about Jackie but also taking the opportunity to catch up 

with one another saddened, as always, by the absence of the most important person to us on that day, the one who brought us all 

together.                                                                                                                                                    
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Jackie seemed to me to epitomise what the Four Shires Guild is all 

about.  She was a Cotswold girl who didn't shout out about her ringing 

but was there if you needed her.  The Guild is countryfied right at our 

heart as well as around the edges, as a rural Guild should be, and Jackie 

fully represented that, as a 

quite shy, hidden gem within 

it.  But, if there's one area 

where she wasn't shy of join-

ing in, it's when we've happily 

gathered together to down a 

pint or two of local ale or 

cider!  To lose her feels like a 

significant element of what 

we represent has been 

chipped away from our core. 

Jackie had a beautiful send-

off. May she Rest in Peace.       

Jeanette Owen      

 

On Sunday, 25 May 2025 Moreton-in-Marsh, St David’s Gloucestershire 240 Grandsire Doubles 1 Sarah Elliott 2 Graham Lee 3 Jane 

Gilbert 4 Nicholas Allsopp (C) 5 Jess McCarthy 6 Sue Luckett 7 Leonard G A Morley 8 Robert P Stansbury In memory of Jackie Hands, 

followed by a trip to the pub!                                                                                                                                                                                             

Open ringing before the 

service at Ilmington 
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The Full Extent by Agricola. In each clue, the 

answer is defined by the word(s) in bold type; 

please ignore the rest of the clue if you don’t 

like cryptic crosswords. The Chambers Dic-

tionary (2013) is the primary reference but does 

not contain all of the proper nouns. Answers to 

italicized clues are also the names of methods 

listed in the CCCBR database. The shaded cells 

should be filled so as to indicate the locations 

of two bell towers listed in Dove. There is a 

prize for the first band to ring in both towers on 

the same day.  

Across 
 
8.   Gold is taken back in suede case for someone down 

under. (6) 
9.   Lug in the German, sweetheart. (6) 
10. Win back cream bun, cycling with maiden. (7) 
12. Pinches second part of plug back. (4) 
13. Exhausted, Steph dismissed loud cry. (5) 
15. Scribbles diamonds a lot. (7) 
16. Chinese emperors detaining American twice for making 

a noise like a goat. (6) 
18. In the morning, Maureen finds bullets. (4) 
19. Les Snape upset Sherpa’s compatriot. (8) 
22. Ringlet is originally sold by scoundrel in Kuala Lum-

pur. (8) 
25. Parking male sheep in pushchair. (4) 
27. Engraved the dice, mistakenly missing out 1. (6)  
30. Chaps who aren’t enslaved put eastern prince back in 

empty marshland. (7) 
31. 9:50 goes back for revolutionary leader. (5) 
32. Some mention an island in Scotland. (4) 
33. Patron saint of Edinburgh steps over fence hiding 

goat’s head. (2, 5) 
34. Steal livestock from Ulster complex. (6) 
35. Cooked female sheep in St David’s first. (6) 

Down 
 
1.   Tough French meat in northern city. (6) 
2.   Does nearly cut off old money in Lisbon. (6) 
3.   Get tired, getting on in town near Salisbury. 

(6) 
4.   Characteristic style of expression I found in 

Idaho and Missouri, going north. (5) 
5.   Boy returns to small truck for wrecker. (6) 
6.   Mature Rhode Island swan (a female). (5) 
7.   Last of hills in north-east Sweden headland. 

(4) 
8.   Second half of Croats’ revenue in danger of 

being lost. (2, 5) 
11. After a stamp, you said goodbye. (5) 
14. Resistance units switch leaders in Homs. (4) 
17. Foolish midge in meteor shower. (7)  
20. Swapping one bridge partner for another, 

grope around for part of fork. (5) 
21. Former queen in Ireland of old. (4) 
23. Top of steel round hard scabbard. (6) 
24. Eve’s predecessor put half of it in raised hos-

pital shop’s drawer. (6) 
25. Removed cover of light under water. (6) 
26. Advanced religious instruction before special 

educational needs appeared. (6) 
28. Jog around middle of Rouen for fish. (5) 
29. Put off man politely leaving cleaner. (5) 
30. Conifers from shoots Spain lost. (4) 

Answers to Hidden in plain 

sight 

April 2025 newsletter no 184 
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Peals, Quarters and ringing of note 

The Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Eckington, Worcestershire Holy Trinity On Thursday, 10 April 2025 Tenor: 14–0–26 in E 111 

Grandsire Triples 1 Julia Denson 2 Sue Tompsett 3 Sarah Thomas 4 Paul Evans (C) 5 Chris Seers 6 Gerald Trevor 7 Martin Penny 8 

Sandra Parker A 90th Birthday compliment to Ruth Border a regular member of this group for many years.                                    

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Willersey, Gloucestershire St Peter Tuesday, 22 April 2025 in 46m (12 in G) 120 Call Changes, 

1Helen Chadburn, 2Rekha Pitt, 3Bob Topp, 4Chrissy Wainwright, 5Sarah Fletcher, 6Robert Chadburn (C), To celebrate the life of Pope 

Francis                                                                                                                                                                                            

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Mortlake, Greater London St Mary Thursday, 24 April 2025 in 50m (14 in F♯) 1344 Plain Bob Triples 

1Isobel Murphy, 2Jeanette Owen, 3Barbara Pettit, 4Ben Gooch, 5Eliza I Lewis-Skeath, 6Steve Bowley, 7Alison Lee (C), 8Keith Murphy 

First in method as conductor (7)                                                                                                                                                       

The Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Broadway, Worcestershire St Eadburgha On Saturday, 26 April 2025 Tenor: 18–1–16 in E 88 

Tolling 6 Matthew Turvey In memoriam Pope Francis on the day of his funeral.                                                                              

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Pebworth, Worcestershire St Peter On Friday, 9 May 2025 in 41m  Tenor: 4–3–2 in C♯ 1260 Plain Bob 

Doubles 1 Neil Walters 2 Graham Lee 3 Neil Garner 4 Alison Lee 5 Martin Penny (C) 6 Tobias Walters To mark the 80th Anniversary of 

VE Day First quarter on the treble                                                                                                                                                    

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Cropthorne, Worcestershire St Michael On Friday, 23 May 2025 in 44m Tenor: 10 in F♯ 1300 Mixed 

Doubles (3m) 360 St Nicholas; 400 Winchendon Place; 540 Reverse Canterbury 1 Cath Gillespie 2 Penny Carr 3 Jennie Kimberley 4 

Claire Penny 5 Martin Penny (C) 6 Rob Sadler 1st in these methods – 2                                                                                              

Four Shires Guild of Bellringers Mickleton, Gloucester-

shire St Lawrence On Wednesday, 11 June 2025 in 46m 

Tenor: 15–3–16 in E 1260 Mixed Doubles (5m/v) 240 

each of Grandsire, April Day, St Simon’s, St Martin’s. 

300 Plain Bob. 1 Yvonne Davis 2 Frances Chapman 3 Bill 

Sabin 4 Bill Nash 5 Neil J Garner (C) 6 George Osborn 

Rung on the pentatonic six. (1 34 678) A memorial trib-

ute to David Clark, tower captain at Mickleton for many 

years, who was tragically killed one year ago.Davids wid-

ow Daphne and family listened from the garden of the 

Kings Arms, and treated us to a drink and chips after.                                                                        
Offenham, Worcestershire St Mary and St Milburgh On 

Sunday, 15 June 2025 in 41m Tenor: 10–3–2 in F♯ 1260 

Grandsire Doubles 1 Tobias Walters 2 Graham Lee 3 

Claire Penny 4 Jess McCarthy 5 Martin Penny (C) 6 Neil 

Walters For Offenham Wake First on Treble                                                                                                  

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Evesham, Worcestershire The Bell Tower On Wednesday, 18 June 2025 in 40m Tenor: 7–2–22 in C♯ 

1272 Plain Bob Minimus 1 Neil Walters 2 James Salmon 3 Claire Penny 4 Martin Penny (C) 5 Tobias Walters 1st Minimus - 2 To cele-

brate the end of GCSE exams for Toby (5), Hannah & Jessica                                                                                                           

Four Shires Guild of Bellringers Pebworth, 

Worcestershire St Peter On Friday, 20 June 

2025 in 47m Tenor: 11–3–9 in F♯ 1440 Sin-

gle Oxford Bob Minor 1 Graham Lee 2 Mar-

tin Penny 3 Robert Chadburn 4 Sarah Elliot 5 

Len Morley 6 Neil J Garner (C) To celebrate 

the 80th Birthday of Lawrence Stribling.   

 Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Evesham, 

Worcestershire The Bell Tower On Saturday, 

21 June 2025 in 52m Tenor: 14–2–26 in F♯ 

1296 Plain Bob Caters Light 10 1 Nicholas K 

Allsopp 2 Richard Lewis-Skeath 3 Alison Lee 

4 Jane Gilbert 5 Michael J Austin 6 Sally A 

Austin 7 Daniel J Austin (C) 8 Steve Bowley 9 Anthony 

P Foster 10 Matthew Turvey For the Vale of Evesham 

Morris weekend 2025. Henry J Stephenson wishes to 

be associated with this quarter.                                                                                                                 

The Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Moreton in 

Marsh, Gloucestershire St David On Sunday, 29 June 

2025 in 48m Tenor: 10–0–14 in G 1260 Plain Bob 

Doubles 1 Gary McCarthy 2 Jane Gilbert 3 Graham 

Lee 4 Jess McCarthy 5 Nicholas Allsopp (C) 6 John 

Bonner 7 Kathryn McCarthy 8 P Stansbury 1st quater 

6 Rung in honour of wedding anniversary of 1 and 4 

Daphne and her dog Zara are pictured with us.    

Photo  right:- by John Mayo of Kirtlington 

Morris and ringer at St Mary the Virgin, 

Kirtlington . Evesham 21st June 2025 
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FSG Practice at Stratford upon Avon April 26th 

The practice was very well attended bearing in mind it was held the 

same weekend as the Hereford Training course and also a large number 

of ringers were on a tour of London Towers. We rang some very good 

rounds and call changes, Grandsire Triples, Grandsire Caters, Plain Hunt 

Caters and just managed a 

course of Plain Bob Royal. We 

were very pleased that four 

of the Stratford ringers were 

able to join us.                

Upon leaving the tower we 

were privileged to view the 

Bards Grave all dressed up 

after a day of birth/death 

celebrations, Len Morley. 

VE Day ringing 

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Tredington, 

Warwickshire St Gregory Thursday, 8 May 

2025 (16–1–20 in D) General Ringing Call 

Changes Richard H Budd (C), Harie Claire, 

Kathryn McCarthy, Michael Rees, Eddie Sandi-

ford, Ruth Travis, Andrew White, Ringing to 

celebrate the 80th Anniversary of Victory in 

Europe Day. 

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Shipston on Stour, Warwickshire St Edmunds Thursday, 8 May 2025 General Ringing Rounds and 

Call Changes 1Sarah L Elliott, 2Patrica Bell, 3Gerald Smith, 4Gerald Phillips, 5Karen Faithfull, 6Leonard G A Morley Rung for the VE 

Day celebrations 

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Offenham, Worcestershire St Mary and St Milburgh On Thursday, 8 May 2025 Tenor: 10–3–2 in F♯ 

Rounds and Call Changes Including Sixty on Thirds and Reverse Rounds 1 Martin Penny (C) 2 Neil Walters 3 Tobias Walters 4 

Stefanie Whittle 5 Ray Nicholson 6 Neil Garner 7 David Fielding 8 Claire Penny Rung at 6.30pm as part of the VE Day 80th Anniver-

sary celebrations 

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Moreton in Marsh, Gloucestershire St David On Thursday, 8 May 2025 in 30m Tenor: 10–0–14 in G 

General Ringing Grandsire Doubles 1 Margo A Stansbury 2 Elizabeth Royle 3 Karen Faithfull 4 Jane Gilbert 5 Leonard G A Morley 6 

Robert P Stansbury To commemorate the 80th Anniversary of VE Day 

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Bretforton, Worcestershire St Leonard On Thursday, 8 May 2025 in 30m  Tenor: 8–3–11 in F♯ Call 

Changes and Queens 1 Bill Boyce 2 Rob Newman 3 Rob Davis 4 Nigel Smith 5 John Cleveland (C) 6 Roger Hunt (C) Marking the 80th 

anniversary of VE Day in conjunction with the village celebrations. 

The Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Buckland, Gloucestershire St Michael On Thursday, 8 May 2025 Tenor: 14 in F♯ Rounds, Call 

Changes and Firing Steve Bowley George Osborn Matthew Turvey Timothy Watkin In celebration of the 80th Anniversary of VE Day. 

The Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Broadway, Worcestershire St Eadburgha On Thursday, 8 May 2025 Tenor: 18–1–16 in E Rounds, 

Call Changes, Firing, Bob Doubles and Grandsire Doubles George Osborn Jess McCarthy Gary McCarthy Alison Lee Steve Bowley 

Timothy Watkin Matthew Turvey In celebration of the 80th Anniversary of VE Day. 

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Adlestrop, Gloucestershire St Mary Magdalene On 

Thursday, 8 May 2025 in 40m Tenor: 4–2–21 in C 1260 Reverse Canterbury Pleasure 

Place Doubles 1 Harie Claire 2 Alison Lee (C) 3 George Osborn 4 Claire Penny 5 Jess 

McCarthy 6 Gary McCarthy In celebration of VE 80 years day First in method 5. Susan 

Luckett wishes to be associated with this quarter, she rang the tenor to a touch of 

RCPPD before this quarter.  

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Pebworth, Worcestershire St Peter On Friday, 9 May 

2025 in 41m  Tenor: 4–3–2 in C♯ 1260 Plain Bob Doubles 1 Neil Walters 2 Graham Lee 

3 Neil Garner 4 Alison Lee 5 Martin Penny (C) 6 Tobias Walters To mark the 80th Anni-

versary of VE Day First quarter on the treble 

Left to Right - Richard H Budd, Andrew 

White, Ruth Travis, Michael Rees, Eddie San-

diford, Harie Claire, Kathryn McCar-

thy (Image: Kathryn McCarthy 
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Conducting - Moving on to Methods. 

By Neil Garner 

     In a previous article we discussed first steps for a conductor and the art of call 

changes. The next step is a much bigger one... the art of conducting a method. 

This is a pretty scary proposition for most, as following a line and not making 

mistakes is hard enough, without having to worry about when to start, stop or 

call bobs and singles. Then there is the expectation that a conductor will keep 

everybody right! 

     So lets start by being realistic... you need to build things up gradually, so don’t 

expect to be able to do any or all of these things immediately. The last item... 

keeping everybody right is the most difficult and also the least significant in 

many respects... it is something which some people will be able to do and 

some won’t, but in reality, it is not the conductors job to put people right... only 

to make the calls and decide if or when to stop. Anything more is pure bonus and only 

when possible... Even the best will fail at putting people right! Ringing is a team activi-

ty and a conductor can only be expected to do so much.... Horses, water and drinking 

spring to mind! 

Where should I start...? 

   Build up your confidence slowly and steadily. Start by getting used to saying go and stop... perhaps for some plain hunt or a plain 

course of simple doubles, like Plain Bob or Reverse Canterbury. Just like in call changes, you make the start call at the trebles hand 

stroke... That is the easy bit! 

Stopping things can be much harder, as by then you will be 

busy concentrating on your own position and the next piece 

of work... so perhaps start by calling from 2 or 5, so you 

have a simpler line to follow at the close. When you call 

‘that’s all’, ideally it should be at the trebles backstroke - as 

things come into rounds, however, most ringers will be very 

forgiving if you call it at the trebles hand stroke - one change 

early. As you gain confidence, try to get this final call accu-

rate, because that will help when you need to call bobs or 

singles… and as you become more advanced, there may be 

touches that come around at hand stroke as well as back 

stroke. 

Doubles are also a good place to start with learning about 

who is doing what... Because there are only four working 

bells and four items of work, it follows that the bells work in 

pairs… so in Bob doubles, 2 and 5 dodge or 3 and 4 dodge... 

and it alternates. This actually works for most doubles meth-

ods, including St Simon’s, St Nicholas, All Saints, Reverse 

Canterbury, Shipway, and all the other similar related lines. 

So if you are making 2nds... then your ‘dodge bell’ will be 4 behind. It therefore follows that if you are 4 behind, then your ‘dodge 

bell’ will be making 2nds. This means the other two must therefore be dodging. Equally, if you are dodging (with your ‘dodge bell’), 

then the other bells will be making 2nds or ringing 4 behind. 

Remember that you do not need to be conducting to start observing some of these little extras, so do take time to start looking and 

thinking about who is doing what, when ever you are ringing! It is also worth noting that for P.B and Rev Canterbury, the bell you 

take from lead will next do what you have just done.... and the bell that takes you off lead will have just completed what you are 

doing next. e.g. If you have just dodged 3-4 down and lead... The bell that takes you off lead will be 3-4 down next time... you will 

make 4 behind and the bell that takes you from lead will be 3-4 up. There will be different, yet similar rules for the other methods... 

you just need to take a careful look to see how they work. 
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N.B. It is probably best not to start your conducting career with Grandsire or Stedman as both are much more complex and are also 

somewhat unique in their workings. It will be an awful lot of effort and probably for relatively little gain, especially to do properly... 

so leave that until you are more confident and proficient. 

Calling Bobs. 

   This will feel like an enormous step, so you will want to make it as easy as possible. That old meme/acronym is worth remember-

ing.... KISS... or.... ‘Keep It Simple, Stupid!’ 

   For most touches, there is always a simple option... it is generally known as ‘observation’ because it means you only ring plain 

courses... or at worst, follow a simple recurring pattern. As you move to higher number ringing and to more complex methods, you 

will discover that all but the most experienced and advanced conductors will call themselves ‘observation’ and many of those com-

plex compositions you see in books, are written and planned exactly from this point of view... and it is not cheating, just sensible! 

   For your first touch, it is probably best to keep to what you know best. Bob 

Doubles is therefore a good option. The bell which is unaffected at a Bob is the 

bell making 4 behind... so this is also the observation bell. The simplest touch 

is therefore to call yourself ‘4 behind’, three times. To do this you need to 

make the call exactly 2 changes before it happens.... so 2 blows before the lead 

end. This is where your practice at accurately calling ‘that’s all’ will come in 

useful… because a lead end is always at back stroke and so the Bob will also be 

called at back stroke... but remember, that if you are 4 behind, you will need to call at back stroke for the front bells, so watch care-

fully, or just call ‘a bit early’! We call a whole pull early so that the ‘team’ have time to process and act on the call. 

Once you have done this a couple of times, it will all seem quite straightforward, so perhaps it is time to think about understanding 

it a bit better, so you can spot a mistake.  

When you ring 4 behind, you normally follow the dodging bells alternately... so ‘a, b, a, b’, the first being the ‘down’ bell and the last 

being the ‘up’ bell. If you call a ‘Bob’ then the pattern will be different.. you will follow the ‘In’ bell, then the ‘bob’ bell for 2 blow and 

finally the ‘out’ bell... so ‘a, b, b, c’. N.B. The ‘In’ bell will become your new ‘dodge’ bell for the next course. 

Each time you call a bob, your dodge bell will change... and if you call a full 120 changes, you will dodge with each of the other bells 

for one whole course each, so 3 x 40 changes.  

The final stage is to apply all those thoughts... 

So if you ring the 5th, your natural dodge bell is the 2nd. At the first bob, the 4th runs in and becomes your new ‘dodge’ bell... at 

the second bob, it must therefore be the turn of the 3 to run in and become your new ‘dodge’ bell... and if that doesn’t happen, then 

something has gone wrong and bells have swapped... but as we mentioned earlier, that is not necessarily your fault and you may or 

may not have seen what happened. These basic calling rules will work for most of the methods mentioned. 

 

The Next Step… 

Once you can confidently call yourself observation, it is time to try doing something a bit more complex… calling someone else to be 

observation! This is not a difficult as it might seem, and once again there are plenty of pointers to help you out. 

The calls work on a cycle... running in or out delay you a lead, so that means the next call comes a piece of work earlier. Making the 

‘Bob’ advances/retards you by 2 leads. So a simple cycle applies... In, Out, Make... In,.. 

Once again, we can look at rules to help us... 

• the In and Obs bell are a pair after the call, as are the Out and Make bells. 

• If the Obs bell turns you at the back, call a bob and run in. 

• If you turn the Obs bell from the front, call and make the bob. 

• If the Obs bell is your dodge bell, call yourself to run out. 

Next time, calling minor.... where touches get much longer and there is so much more choice 

about calls and the lengths increase enormously. 
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                                                    GUILD-BADGED CLOTHING 

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE AVAILABLE:- 

             Polo shirts:          £21.00                         Full-zip ladies fleece:                      £34.00 

             Sweatshirts:         £22.00                         Half-zip fleece:                                £34.00 

             Full-zip fleece:      £34.00                        Cashmere touch acrylic v-neck jumper £37.00 

In the first instance please email your order to Kathy McCarthy:-khmccarthy@fastmail.fm There are no extra carriage charges on the 

prices above. All profits from the sale of clothing go to the Guild Bell Restoration Fund. 

Colours: The range of colours can be seen on the Guild’s website, which is http://www.fourshires.org.uk 

Some idea of sizing can be gauged from the following:- 

(Chest size in inches)      Small               Medium              Large                 X-large                   XX-large 

Polo shirts                      36-38               40                      42                     44                          46-48 

Sweat shirts                    35-37               38-40                 41-43                44-46                     47-49 

Men’s full zip fleece        35-37               38-40                 41-43                44-46                     47-49 

Half zip fleece                 35-37               38-40                 41-43                44-46                     47-49 

 

Dress size: 

Ladies’ full zip fleece       10                   12                       14                    16                           18 

For any alterations to this programme, check the FSG web-site https://www.fourshiresguild.com/ also BELLBOARD website 

bb.ringingworld.co.uk (diary section) Meetings are from 7.30pm until 9.00pm unless otherwise stated. All are welcome. You do 

not have to be a FSG member and we are especially pleased if members of the local band wish to come along and ring. The Guild 

carries Public Liability insurance through the Ecclesiastical Insurance Group for all its activities. Non-members attending these activi-

ties are also covered by this insurance, providing they abide fully by the Guild’s Health & Safety and Child Protection policies. (Both 

policies now appear on the FSG web-site, so their contents are available to all, whether members or non-members.)  

 

http://www.promotional-

store.com/en-GB/henbury/

cashmere-touch-acrylic-v-neck-

jumper/  

Evesham Bell Tower                                                                                                                                                                      

The regular open practices at Evesham bell tower, cohesion between the local guilds FSG, WADCRA S/B and the G & B continue to 

succeed. Very popular for all skill levels. If you fancy attending it is held on the 4th Wednesday evening of the month. Please check 

with Claire Penny for cancellations. 

DIARY OF GUILD SATURDAY MONTHLY MEETINGS AND EVENTS 2025 

JULY 12th BLEDINGTON 6 tenor 8–0–13 in G  OX7 6XD  NOTE AT 2.30 UNTIL 4pm 

JULY 19th STANTON 6 tenor 9–1–16 in G  WR12 7NF 

JULY 26th BRETFORTON 8 tenor 8–3–11 in F♯  WR11 7JS 

AUGUST 2nd PEBWORTH 10  tenor 11–3–9 in F♯  CV37 8UL  

AUGUST 9th BROADWAY  6  tenor 18–1–16 in E  WR12 7JS NOTE AT 2.30 UNTIL 4pm followed by BBQ 

AUGUST 16th TYSOE  6  tenor 12–0–18 in F  CV35 0SH 

AUGUST 23rd ILMINGTON  8  tenor 12–3–26 in E   CV36 4LB 

AUGUST 30th  ADLESTROP  6  tenor 4–2–21 in C    GL56 0YN 

SEPTEMBER 6th  FLADBURY  8  tenor 12–3–3 in G♯    WR10 2QB 

SEPTEMBER 13th  LITTLE COMPTON  MINIMOUSE COMPETITION 5  tenor 6–2–6 in B♭  GL56 0SA  NOTE 

AT 2PM UNTIL 5.30 pm  

SEPTEMBER 20th  WELLESBOURNE 8  tenor 10–0–24 in G   CV35 9LT 

SEPTEMBER 27th  BROADWELL 6  tenor 6–0–4 in B♭    GL56 0YD 

OCTOBER 4th  CLEEVE PRIOR 6  tenor 8–3–26 in G    WR11 8HZ NOTE EARLIER TIME OF 7PM 

OCTOBER 11th  SALFORD PRIORS 8  tenor 15–0–14 in F♯    WR11 8UP NOTE AT 2.30 UNTIL 4pm  

OCTOBER 18th  CHILDSWICKHAM STRIKING COMPETITION AND AGM 6  tenor 11–3–26 in F♯    WR12 

7HE NOTE AT 12 NOON UNTIL AGM 5pm  

OCTOBER 25th  HOOK NORTON 8  tenor 20–2–13 in E    OX15 5NH 

https://www.fourshiresguild.com/
bb.ringingworld.co.uk
mailto:http://www.promotional-store.com/en-GB/henbury/cashmere-touch-acrylic-v-neck-jumper/
mailto:http://www.promotional-store.com/en-GB/henbury/cashmere-touch-acrylic-v-neck-jumper/
mailto:http://www.promotional-store.com/en-GB/henbury/cashmere-touch-acrylic-v-neck-jumper/
mailto:http://www.promotional-store.com/en-GB/henbury/cashmere-touch-acrylic-v-neck-jumper/
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JOHN TAYLOR & C0. 

BELLFOUNDERS BELLHANGERS 

CARILLON BUILDERS 

Tower Bells  Chimes  Handbells  Bell ropes 

Design service  Building work  Access systems 

Profile matching  Restoration  Augmentations 

Wrought iron clapper repairs 

See our website www.taylorbells.co.uk for specifications services and the latest information 

The Bellfoundry, Freehold Street, Loughborough, 

Leicestershire LE11 1AR, England 

Tel: 01509 212241 Fax:01509 263305 

Email:office@taylorbells.co.uk 

The Guild has a Bell  

 

Restoration Fund, from which the 

Committee is empowered to offer 

grants towards suitable aspects 

concerning rings of bells within the 

Guild’s area of  

operation. Such aspects may in-

clude a range of needs, from  

maintenance to  

augmentations.  

Rules and Constitution of the Fund 

are in the Guild Rule Book, and ap-

plication forms are available from 

me. (These forms are email-able.)  

Chris Povey ‘BRF grant coordinator’ 

    Guild Lapel badges 

 

Guild lapel badges are available. They 

are slightly different to the previous 

version, as it is now the same as the 

clothing badges. It is slightly 3D too. 

£4 each  From the ringing master. 

https://www.fourshiresguild.com/ 

FSG afternoon Practices and dedicated practices 

You will note we are continuing an afternoon practice once a month to see if it suits more people to attend. So far the response 

have been variable, if you want afternoon practices to continue then do try to support this event.  

Although we can generally practice plain double and minor methods on a regular Saturday practice I feel there is a gap in learning 

just beyond this so I have also started to arrange dedicated practices on the 2nd Saturday evening every month for the more com-

plicated surprise minor and major but anything considered. we have so far had several successful practices and 4 QPA. 

If you feel you need to conquer that elusive method then let me know and I’m sure I can help get you there. These practices have 

limited spaces for those learning but helpers are always needed, there is also a chance for those that want to progress their con-

ducting amongst the helpers. Please get in touch if you can help. 

https://www.fourshiresguild.com/

