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NOTICE OF THE 2025 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

AND STRIKING COMPETITION,  

Saturday 18th OCTOBER, commencing at12 NOON,  

Childswickham, St Mary the virgin church. 

6 tenor 11–3–26 in F# , WR12 7HE 

Bring and share food for lunch 

12.00pm Striking competition starting with the Brazier Trophy 

Refreshments served in the Church from 12.00pm 

3.30pm Service 

4.00pm AGM 

Editorial 

A varied newsletter as always with reports 

on the minimus competition, summer out-

ings and The Elmley bell project. plenty of 

firsts in the ringing of note section and an 

inspiring report on collecting their first 50 

towers as part of fifty ringing things. We 

look forward to the Striking competition 

and AGM as above, an important event in 

our calendar. Please support the AGM and 

enter a team in the competition, rules can 

be found on the website.  

It is with sadness that I have to write that 

Michael Haynes of Milcombe near Banbury, 

passed away at the end of September  in 

the JR after a short illness.  

2026 New format for the weekly Saturday 

practices to try and inject more enthusi-

asm, doubles, minor and major on set 

Saturdays to enable those that want to 

learn a new calling or a new method be-

fore attending, see page 13. A fabulous 

‘learning methods’ this time on conduct-

ing by Neil Garner. see page 9.  

                                                 Alison Lee. 
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Mr Peter Quinn 
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Christinaireland46@ 

gmail.com 

Mrs Lena Stranks 

Willersey 

07711101157 

Jess McCarthy 

Jessmccarthy1990@gmail.com  

Mrs Sandra Parker 

bidfordparker@gmail.com 

Guild Peal Recorder 
Programme Secretary  

Mr Len Morley 
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Mrs Christina Ireland 
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Health and safety officer 

Mr C Povey 

Mr Graham Lee 

8 Hinton Road 

Childswickham 

Broadway 
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Mr Stuart Cum-

mings 

8 Orchard Close 

Lower Brailes 

Banbury 

Oxon OX15 5AH 

Membership Secretary  

 

Safeguarding Officer 
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07742606299           

Mr Len Morley 

32 The Hobbins 

Shipston on Stour 
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CV37 4QE 

morleylen@gmail.com 

Yvonne Davis 

Mickleton 

News letter editor 

Alison Lee 
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Broadway,  WR12 7HY 
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Things have moved on apace with the Elmley Bell Project, with Taylor's booked for September 1st to 

begin removing the old bells and frame, a date was set for the last ring. The old bells were rang for the 

last time on August 25th before being taken by 

Taylors for restoration. 

Elmley Castle bell project 
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Inside All Saints 

Blockley, Gloucestershire St Peter and St Paul Wednesday, 9 July 2025 in 49m (17–0–6 in F) 1260 Grandsire Triples, 1Michael 

Cummings, 2Isobel Murphy, 3Nick Allsopp, 4Jane Gilbert, 5Claire Penny, 6Keith Murphy, 7Martin Penny (C), 8Len Morley in 

celebration of the life of Ann Bourne, former tower captain at Blockley. 

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers, Willersey, Gloucestershire, St Peter, Friday, 18 July 2025 in 40m (12 in G) 120 Call Changes on 5 

Bells 1Rekha Pitt, 2Heather Lishman, 3Lena Stranks (C), 4Anthony Lishman, 5Chrissy Wainwright, 6Robert Chadburn, 2 First long 

length of call changes, To celebrate the life of Beverly Clough. 

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers, Adlestrop, 

Gloucestershire St Mary Magdalene Monday, 

28 July 2025 in 41m (4–2–21 in C) 1260 

Mixed Doubles (5m/v) 240 St Simons, 240 St 

Martins, 300 Plain Bob, 240 April Day, 240 

Grandsire 1Elizabeth M Tennant, 2George 

Osborn, 3Jane Gilbert, 4Jess 

McCarthy, 5Martin Penny (C), 6Carmen 

McCarthy, First Quarter - 6 (aged 10) Rung to 

celebrate the following birthdays:, 60th 

birthday, yesterday - Graham Lee, 35th 

birthday, today - 4, 11th birthday, 30th July - 6  

Band 0pposite from left to right. 

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Childswickham, 

Worcestershire St Mary the Virgin Monday, 4 August 2025 in 47m 

(11–3–26 in F♯) 1260 Plain Bob Doubles 1Gill Joseph, 2Sheila 

Ryan, 3Richard Lewis-Skeath, 4Graham Lee 5Alison Lee (C), 

6Tobias Walters, First inside Bob Doubles 2 

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Blockley, Gloucestershire St Peter 

and St Paul Tuesday, 5 August 2025 in 48m (17–0–6 in F) 1259 

Grandsire Caters View composition (141300), 1Isabel 

Hitchings, 2Reg Hitchings, 3Roy Williams, 4Alison Lee, 5Steve 

Bowley, 6Richard Lewis-Skeath, 7Henry J Stephenson (C), 8Daniel 

J Austin, 9Mike Seagrave, 10Elizabeth M Tennant, First on ten 

(10) 

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Evesham, Worcestershire The 

Bell Tower Wednesday, 13 August 2025 in 50m (14–2–26 in F♯) 

1300 Mixed Doubles (3m) 360 St Simon’s; 640 Plain Bob; 300 

Grandsire, 1Neil Walters, 2Neil Garner, 3Claire Penny, 4Alison 

Lee, 5Martin Penny (C), 6Tobias Walters 

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Shipston on Stour, Warwickshire St Edmunds Friday, 15 August 2025 Rounds , Call Changes, 

1Karen Faithfull, 2Fran Hudson, 3Pat Bell, 4Leonard GA Morley (C), 5Gerald Phillips, 6Gerald Smith, 7Richard Henderson, 

Remembering the forgotten army and the end of WW2 80 years ago 

The Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Broadway, Worcestershire St Eadburgha Friday, 15 August 2025 (18–1–16 in E) Rounds, Call 

Changes, Firing, Bob Doubles and Grandsire Doubles, Steve Bowley, Christina Ireland, Graham Lee, Matthew Turvey, Ray 

Nicholson, Robert Newman, Timothy Watkin, In celebration of the 80th Anniversary of VJ Day. 

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Moreton in Marsh, Gloucestershire St David Monday, 18 August 2025 in 42m (10–0–14 in G) 1260 

St Clement's College Bob Minor, 1Graham Lee, 2Alison Lee (C), 3Jess McCarthy, 4Sarah L Elliott, 5Len Morley, 6Neil Garner, Four 

Shires Guild pre-committee meeting qtr. 

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Pebworth, Worcestershire St Peter Sunday, 24 August 2025 in 50m (11–3–9 in F♯) 1440 Mixed 

Doubles (4m) 360 each of St Simons, St Martins, Plain Bob & Grandsire, 1Jess McCarthy, 2Graham Lee, 3Alison Lee, 4Claire 

Penny, 5Martin Penny (C), 6Tobias Walters, Rung to celebrate the baptism of Jacob Charles Peter Spencer, son to Guy Spencer and 

Amy Graham and Grandson of Elizabeth Spencer 

Peals, Quarters and ringing of note 

Childswickham band 
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On Saturday the 13th of September the Four Shires Guild held its biannual Minnie-Mouse Competition.  

  The venue was little Compton and being as this was my hometown and where I grew up, I very much wanted to ring at this Tower, 

and so I found myself entering my first competition.  

  I’m not naturally a competitive person nor am I an experienced ringer, with just 

13 months behind me.  I also didn't take naturally to four bell ringing. 

But, those in my Tower who know about these things, suggested that I be paired 

up with some experienced ringers and that I ring the treble to a method where the 

treble stays at the front and the others plain Hunt.  First attempts at practicing this 

didn't go well and it looked as though it was dead in the water. 

  Although we practised this another couple of times at various practice nights, 

little progress seemed to be made.  Then, the night before the competition we had 

one final go at it and I was actually able to stay at the front and ring at a reasona-

ble pace, in more or less the right place.  I could see my teachers, poised, ready to 

issue corrections, but not a word was said .  

  After we had all stood our bells, at the same time, there was a moment's deafen-

ing silence, which I ended by saying, “right, it's in the bag then!”. 

That wasn't quite so funny the next day when I realized that I now had to repro-

duce that in a competitive situation. 

  The afternoon of the competition was bright and sunny with some heavy showers 

passing nearby but sparing us.  The essence of the competition is supposed to be 

fun and so the atmosphere was fairly relaxed - outside of my head that is.  When 

my turn came to lead my team into the ringing chamber, a team made up of three 

people who no doubt managed to choose the three short straws, it all became a 

little more serious.  I was allowed a couple of pulls on the treble to check for rope 

length.  No adjustment was necessary, and so we launched into our practice.  The 

rounds seemed to go ok and the method wasn't bad either.  After we had stood 

our bells, a sense of relief washed over me, until I was informed that all of that 

ringing was just practice and now we had to do it again, for real . .  

  Fortunately, I have enough experience now to be able to switch off in stressful 

situations (mostly) and so I just focused on what I had to do and what I  had done, 

only a few moments ago.  Part way through I was prompted about speed and I 

immediately corrected that, without the need for further correction (at least ac-

cording to me).   There were six teams that took part and the judges only gave out 

the results down to the third place, which did not include my team, so I have no idea where we actually finished - was it 6th as ex-

pected?       By Ray Nichols. 

  The winning team was led by David Fielding, so many congratulations to David 

and his team, ’The Milburgh Marvels from Offenham.’ 

2nd place led by Tim Proger from Broadwell, ‘Stand by me’.  A common theme for 

teams in 1st and 2nd place and Ray’s team kept the treble leading all the time 

allowing a beginner from each tower to take part. 

3rd place, ‘Dessert Fox’ from Offenham with Pebworth. Glorious weather and fun 

ringing minimus methods including plain bob, cheeky little place and rhubarb with 

custard.   

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Childswickham, Worcestershire St Mary the 

Virgin Wednesday, 10 September 2025 in 46m (11–3–26 in F♯) 1260 Plain 

Bob Doubles, 1Claire Davies, 2Alison Lee (C), 3Roger Hunt, 4Gill Joseph, 

5Martin Penny, 6Graham Lee, First inside Bob Doubles 4. Band opposite, 

photo by Roger Hunt. 

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Pebworth, Worcestershire St Peter On Tues-

day, 30 September 2025 in 43m Tenor: 11–3–9 in F♯ 1277 Grandsire Caters 

1 Greg Jones 2 Richard Lewis-Skeath 3 David M Jones 4 Stuart Tomlinson 5 

Sarah L Elliott 6 Sally A Austin 7 Henry J Stephenson (C) 8 Roger H Hunt 9 

Daniel J Austin 10 Michael J Austin With best wishes to Rachel Page who was 

due to ring and with thanks to Roger for stepping in  
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St Peters 

Badsey Tour 

The sun shone on 2nd August for the annual Badsey tour. Sixteen of us piled into the minibus outside St James church at Badsey 

and headed towards Ledbury. 

We arrived early at our first 8 bell tower in the beautiful village of Cradley, this gave us time to look around and take in its gran-

deur. With a tree in its grounds dating back more than 1000 years. Alison kindly took charge of the ringing which was enjoyed by 

all. 

We were transported to our next church via many narrow, bumpy roads, expertly driven by Sarah Bent, arriving at Madresfield, a 6- 

bell, ground floor ring, with a tenor of 9 cwt. Steve Bowley led the ringing to Bob doubles, steadman, call canges and Bob minor. 

The journey to our next stop took longer than 

expected mainly due to the windy roads, so 

having arrived a little late, we cut our ringing 

short, in order to keep to the schedule. No-

one wanted to miss precious refreshment time 

and although there was an ale house behind 

the church, some were disappointed that it 

had long since closed!! So we arrived at Col-

wall a 10 bell tower which enabled everyone to 

have a quick ring of call changes. 

Lunch was a stone’s throw away at the Chase 

Inn, where we all enjoyed the delicious food 

and real ale, along with wonderful views from 

the garden. 

After lunch we arrived first at Coddington a 6- 

bell, ground floor tower with a tenor of 10 

cwt. Situated at the top of a quiet hill with 

views over the Malverns and many agreed 

their favourite bells to ring. 

Our final stop was Ledbury. St Michael and All Angels. Here the 10 -

bell tower stands apart from the church and in the entrance has a 

mine of information relating to the history of the bells and bell 

ringing. Inside the ringing room, we were all excited to see the 

video system set up in the belfry, enabling us to not only see our-

selves, but to see the bells as they rang too. 

After our ringing, 

we had a little 

free time. Some of 

us helped Clare 

Davies celebrate a 

big birthday with 

al fresco proseco, 

whilst others tried 

out the real ales 

in the nearest 

hostelry. Some of 

the sensible ones 

took time to look 

around the town. 

On the way home, Richard led everyone in a sing-a-long on the bus journey, which continued 

at the Wheatsheaf, once back to base. All in all, a grand day out.    By Gill Joseph. 

Colwall church and the old ale house 

Ledbury 
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Practice Night at Offen-

ham by Agricola. The 

band is ringing rounds. Now 

place them in order (a-f), fol-

lowing the instruction in arc 

20 and arc 12. (Arc entries 

run clockwise around the grid; 

radial entries run from the 

edge to the middle.) Words in 

bold are definitions; the rest 

of each clue is wordplay. The 

answers to 13 and 14 are also 

the names of methods. The 

puzzle was written in Qxw 

(www.quinapalus.com/

qxw.html).  

Radials  

1. Ringer from somewhere in 

Ireland eating a bit of icepop. 

(6) 

2. Ringer from Massa-

chussetts standing on box, 

fitting right in. (6) 

3. Ringer in boat is unsteady. 

(6) 

4. Ringer from cricketing 

organisation returning to be 

entertained by buzzer. (6) 

5. Ringer to get hold of sand-

wich filling (not lamb in the 

end). (6) 

6. Ringer from French valley 

is covering (but you have to 

take 5 off lead). (6) 

7. Somewhat astute, energetic 

learner in small group. (5) 

8. Goes around bistro waving. (6) 

9. Tips 20 fluid ounces over the middle of roots, then the end. (6) 

10. Copper given note with Norway spice. (5) 

11. Sign heartlessly to first and last of infantrymen forming a line. 

(2,1,3) 

12. Harbours typewriter components, by the sound of it. (5) 

13. Atrocious result for Irish rugby team. (6) 

14. Consumer going around Sweden for church festival. (6) 

15. Nobody in ecstacy after midday. (5) 

16. Sow eating chromium in layer of plaster. (6) 

17. Rickety headstock (not ash) made a noise like a clock. (6) 

18. Developing Mali’s religion. (5) 

19. Insect from lettuce drained with root vegetable. (6) 

20. Partly treacle and drug free. (5) 

21. Lassie arranged lines between seats. (6) 

22. The guy in arc 9 returns to most of these workshop machines. (6) 

25. Provide American footballer with old wicket. (5) 

28. Make a plan of the French tree. (5) 

Arcs 

9. Leg I cover over for Italian-American actor. (6) 

12. See preamble. 

17. Relating to clan battling first in competition. (6) 

20. See preamble. 

23. Gold tracked by Irishman, mostly for wizard law 

enforcement officer. (5) 

24. Beginning to notice a blue swirling cloud of stars. (6) 

26. Beverage from part of Morocco coast. (5) 

27. Ms Fox flying a mile over Italy. (6) 

29. Mother facing silly Ian’s examples of excessive en-

thusiasm. (6) 

30. Burn spruce and cedar tops or core of beechnut. (6) 

31. Rents field to south-east Slovakia’s leader. (6) 

32. Bird got its jaws around tasty morsel. (6) 
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From the Archives 50 years ago 

Annual General Meeting held on 25 th October 1975 in the School Hall, Quinton. The Guild Master in the chair. 

Apologies: apologies were received from S C Holdom, Rev R F Rothery. Minutes of previous meeting: Minutes of the previous Annual 

General Meeting held on Saturday 26 th October 1974 were read and confirmed and signed by the Chairman. 

Matters arising: Badges - The secretary was unable to report any progress in the consideration of a Guild Badge; members were invit-

ed to put forward ideas for a suitable badge. 

Membership: The Secretary reported fifty three Residential members, seven Extra Territorial Members and ten Honorary Members. 

Secretary’s report: During 1974 onwards the Guild had increased both ringing and social activities. Two half yearly Ringing Competi-

tions had been held, with teams from Bledington and Chipping Campden entering for the April competition at Bledington, and from 

Badsey, Bledington and Chipping Campden for the October competition at Offenham. Both competitions were won by the Chipping 

Campden team and the Spencer Jones silver cup (owing to the non-availability of the Shield) was presented to Mr H O Hart, repre-

senting the winning team, by Reverend W G Bates, vicar of Offenham, at the Annual dinner held on 15 th February 1975. 

The 1974 Annual Dinner at the Three Ways Hotel, Mickleton, on 23 rd March was attended by 29 members and friends. A small party 

enjoyed an outing in the Leamington area on 12 th October. Membership on 31 st December totalled 47, with weekly practices ar-

ranged throughout the year, some jointly with the monthly or quarterly meetings with other Association Branches. 

Circulation of the diary of events covered all members, tower correspondence and associated branch officials. This involved printing 

and circulating nearly 120 notices for each quarter. Invaluable assistance and distribution was given by Mr John Nicholls and pupils 

from Chipping Campden High School. The report was adopted. 

Treasurer’s report: Audited accounts were circulated to members prior to the meeting. A balance of £13,12 was recorded. Expenses 

had been kept to a minimum whilst maintaining the widest possible distribution for ringing notices. The report and accounts were 

adopted. 

Elections: On the proposition (in abstentia) of Reverend R F Rothery, seconded by M F Fairfax, Reverend J D E Smith ( Tredington) was 

elected Clerical Vice President. 

Guild master Mr Henry O Hart, proposed by R G Canning, seconded by P Carter, carried. 

Secretary and Treasurer: Mr A J Brazier, proposed by H O Hart, seconded by G Osborn, carried. 

Committee: The following were elected-P S Carter, C Evans, M F Faifax, G Osborn, and R Payne. 

Subscriptions: it was agreed that subscriptions for 1976 remain at 50 pence and 25 pence for ringers under the age of 16 years on 

31th of December 1976. 

Any Other Business: The Guild Master, on behalf of Members, thanked the competition Judges, Mr R Chapman, Mr T C Lynes; Rever-

end L Powell, Reverend R F Rothery and the organist; Mrs Brazier, Mrs Powell, and her assistant for the teas; and Mr M F Fairfax for 

organising the successful competition. 

The meeting was then declared closed by the Chairman.                                                                                         (Signed) H O Hart 

When I wrote about the tour to Northampton I stated that our own Central Council was hoping to partner up 

with the pub next to St Peter's Northampton and open a national training centre in their stables with a ring of 

bells to complement those in St Peter’s.  Sadly, I have now learnt that the CCCBR has voted against the 

proposal.   Jeanette Owen. 

Answers to last editions crossword The Full 

Extent .  

First to reply this time was Jane Gilbert from Moreton. 

St Andrew’s, Inverness and First Church, Dunedin are 

the most northerly and southerly towers listed in Dove. 

The fastest commercial flights from Dunedin to Inver-

ness currently take 36 hours 45 minutes (via Christ-

church, Hong Kong and London Heathrow). However, if 

ringers charter their own flights, it should be possible to 

complete the journey in under 36 hours, so with a 13-

hour time difference during the northern hemisphere 

winter, it should be possible to ring In both towers on 

the same day.                                                           

Correction 19A should have been "Lee Snape", not "Les 

Snape"  



 

    Four Shires Guild                                             8                                Newsletter 186,  October 2025 

My First 50 Towers 

My journey into the ringing world began quite by chance. While my wife and I were walking around Evesham's Riverside Park on a 

Sunday morning in the middle of July last year, we sat for a while on one of the benches by the bell tower. It would have been short-

ly before 10:00 a.m. and service ringing was still in progress. Before long ringing down began and I had never heard this before. I 

was intrigued by it so much, that when the ringers started coming out of the tower I went across and spoke to them. It was Chris 

Povey and Rob Newman that I spoke to, I said how we had enjoyed the ringing and were fascinated by how it finished. They said if 

we were interested, we could come along next week and visit the ringing chamber to see the ringing in progress. They said the door 

would be open and to just come on up. We were surprised and delighted to receive such an invitation, as well as seeing the ringing 

in action, we would also get the opportunity to see inside Evesham’s most famous landmark. And so the following week we made 

sure we were there in plenty of time to take up this amazing offer. When we arrived, we received a warm welcome and were allowed 

to stay for the whole half hour of ringing. Afterwards, they explained that the bell tower was not for beginners and that they did not 

give instruction, but Rob took my phone number and said that he would make inquiries and try to find a tower and teacher. 

Prior to this, I had absolutely no knowledge of bell ringing, although I do remember in the village where I grew up, seeing bell ropes 

hanging in an alcove in the church and I remember being interested in them. This interest was successfully halted by adults telling 

me that if I dared to touch the ropes, I would be swiftly hoisted to the ceiling and then just as abruptly, returned to the floor. 

It must have been a couple of weeks later that I received a message from Rob inviting me to the Bell Tower again to meet Claire 

Penny. Claire invited me to practice night at Offenham and soon afterwards, on the 8th August 2024, I began one to one lessons. 

Then, in late September I also began attending practice nights at Pebworth, where Claire was present and able to add to my training. 

The end of October saw me branching out for the first time and ringing while on holiday, at St Michael's in Minehead. During prac-

tice I had several turns ringing in rounds and then at the end of practice I was allowed a test ring on their 22Cwt tenor. This was 

more than twice the size any of any I’d tried before. It required effort and determination to get it off the stay and ringing, and it 

wanted some keeping up, but I was delighted to be able to ring and stand it. 

During November I added just one more tower, which was Blockley. And then in December, I started attending the weekly Four Shire 

Guild's Saturday practice. These were invaluable and increased my experience greatly and I am so grateful to those who organise 

and run these, especially so during the winter when the weather does its best to test our enthusiasm. These provided most of my 

towers and only nine were as a result of 

tower tours and just six while ringing on 

holiday, 

It was during the middle of July this year, 

when my tower count had reached forty-

two, I realised that maybe I could achieve 

fifty within my first year. This prompted a 

last-minute tower grab. Others were now getting involved with my quest and were very sup-

portive, including the tower captains and bands at Fladbury and Pershore by helping me 

add to my count, regardless of me confessing that I was tower grabbing on the way to my 

half century. 

So, with just one week to go I was six short of my target, when Christina called me to say 

there was a vacancy on the Badsey tower tour the following day. This was just what I need-

ed, because it would take my count to forty-nine. It was a superb tour around the Malvern 

hills, finishing at the bell tower in Ledbury. Thank you to all those involved for a very enjoy-

able tour and special thanks to the organizers and the driver of the minibus. 

And so with just four days to go, I had one more tower to get. At my first visit to Saint An-

drews, Pershore the previous Monday, Stuart had said I would be okay to ring at the Abbey. 

Well, what a fabulous 50th that would be. And so through their contact I obtained an invite 

to the Abbey practice that evening. Pershore Abbey must be one of the most unusual and 

spectacular ringing experiences, with its ringing platform suspended over thirty metres 

above the Abbey floor and an interesting and varied route to reach it, not to mention the 

see-through metal stairs up to the walkway entry to the caged ringing area. Alistair was 

running the evening and made me very welcome as did the rest of the ringers. Alistair 

made sure that I rang a good selection of bells, the three, the four, the six and then at the 

end of the evening, the tenor. I am so grateful to him and the band for completing my 

quest in such grand style, with a truly unforgettable evening. 

Meanwhile my wife, who sat in on my early lessons and had “only come to watch", began 

taking lessons herself in October and she is also ringing now, taught by Claire and men-

tored by Martin, and we both regularly attend practice nights and ring for service. So much 

for those quiet evenings in she was looking forward to . . . .                              A. Ringer. 
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Please ensure your email contact or tower contact information is updated for 2025/26 

when subscriptions are renewed. 
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                                                    GUILD-BADGED CLOTHING 

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE AVAILABLE:- 

             Polo shirts:          £21.00                         Full-zip ladies fleece:                      £34.00 

             Sweatshirts:         £22.00                         Half-zip fleece:                                £34.00 

             Full-zip fleece:      £34.00                        Cashmere touch acrylic v-neck jumper £37.00 

In the first instance please email your order to Kathy McCarthy:-khmccarthy@fastmail.fm There are no extra carriage charges on the 

prices above. All profits from the sale of clothing go to the Guild Bell Restoration Fund. 

Colours: The range of colours can be seen on the Guild’s website, which is http://www.fourshires.org.uk 

Some idea of sizing can be gauged from the following:- 

(Chest size in inches)      Small               Medium              Large                 X-large                   XX-large 

Polo shirts                      36-38               40                      42                     44                          46-48 

Sweat shirts                    35-37               38-40                 41-43                44-46                     47-49 

Men’s full zip fleece        35-37               38-40                 41-43                44-46                     47-49 

Half zip fleece                 35-37               38-40                 41-43                44-46                     47-49 

 

Dress size: 

Ladies’ full zip fleece       10                   12                       14                    16                           18 

For any alterations to this programme, check the FSG web-site https://www.fourshiresguild.com/ also BELLBOARD website 

bb.ringingworld.co.uk (diary section) Meetings are from 7.30pm until 9.00pm unless otherwise stated. All are welcome. You do 

not have to be a FSG member and we are especially pleased if members of the local band wish to come along and ring. The Guild 

carries Public Liability insurance through the Ecclesiastical Insurance Group for all its activities. Non-members attending these activi-

ties are also covered by this insurance, providing they abide fully by the Guild’s Health & Safety and Child Protection policies. (Both 

policies now appear on the FSG web-site, so their contents are available to all, whether members or non-members.)  

 

http://www.promotional-

store.com/en-GB/henbury/

cashmere-touch-acrylic-v-neck-

jumper/  

Evesham Bell Tower                                                                                                                                                                      

The regular open practices at Evesham bell tower, cohesion between the local guilds FSG, WADCRA S/B and the G & B continue to 

succeed. Very popular for all skill levels. If you fancy attending it is held on the 4th Wednesday evening of the month. Please check 

with Claire Penny for cancellations. 

DIARY OF GUILD SATURDAY MONTHLY MEETINGS AND EVENTS 2025 

OCTOBER 11th  SALFORD PRIORS 8  tenor 15–0–14 in F♯    WR11 8UP NOTE AT 2.30 UNTIL 4pm  

OCTOBER 18th  CHILDSWICKHAM STRIKING COMPETITION AND AGM 6  tenor 11–3–26 in F♯    WR12 

7HE NOTE AT 12 NOON UNTIL AGM 5pm  

OCTOBER 25th  HOOK NORTON 8  tenor 20–2–13 in E   OX15 5NH 

NOVEMBER 1st  CHASTLETON 6 tenor 6–3–8 in G   GL56 0SU   

NOVEMBER 8th SHIPSTON-ON-STOUR 6 tenor 9–2–1 in G  CV36 4AP NOTE AT 2.30 UNTIL 4pm  

NOVEMBER 15th BADSEY 8 tenor 15-0-4 in F  WR11 7JZ 

NOVEMBER 22nd OFFENHAM 6  tenor 10-3-2 in F WR11 8SF NOTE EARLIER TIME OF 7PM 

NOVEMBER 29th CROPTHORNE 6  tenor 10cwt  in F♯  WR10 3LU  NOTE EARLIER TIME OF 7PM 

DECEMBER 6th CHIPPING NORTON 8  tenor 14–1–4 in F♯  OX7 5NT  NOTE EARLIER TIME OF 7PM 

DECEMBER 13th CLIFFORD CHAMBERS  6  tenor 7–3–8 in A   CV37 8HT  NOTE AT 2.30 UNTIL 4pm  

DECEMBER 20th  BADSEY  6  Christmas party from 7.30 pm bring food and drink to share 

and a raffle prize 

JANUARY 3rd  WELFORD-ON-AVON 8  tenor 9–3–1 in G♯    CV37 8EN 

JANUARY 10th  TYSOE  6  tenor 12-0-18 in F  CV35 0SH  NOTE AT 2.30 UNTIL 4 pm  

JANUARY 17th  BOURTON– ON-THE-HILL 6  tenor 11–1–27 in F   GL56 9AH 

JANUARY 24th  WINCHCOMBE 8  tenor 11-2-11 in F♯    GL54 5LU 

JANUARY 31st  WILLERSEY 6  tenor 12cwt in G    WR12 7PN  

https://www.fourshiresguild.com/
bb.ringingworld.co.uk
mailto:http://www.promotional-store.com/en-GB/henbury/cashmere-touch-acrylic-v-neck-jumper/
mailto:http://www.promotional-store.com/en-GB/henbury/cashmere-touch-acrylic-v-neck-jumper/
mailto:http://www.promotional-store.com/en-GB/henbury/cashmere-touch-acrylic-v-neck-jumper/
mailto:http://www.promotional-store.com/en-GB/henbury/cashmere-touch-acrylic-v-neck-jumper/
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JOHN TAYLOR & C0. 

BELLFOUNDERS BELLHANGERS 

CARILLON BUILDERS 

Tower Bells  Chimes  Handbells  Bell ropes 

Design service  Building work  Access systems 

Profile matching  Restoration  Augmentations 

Wrought iron clapper repairs 

See our website www.taylorbells.co.uk for specifications services and the latest information 

The Bellfoundry, Freehold Street, Loughborough, 

Leicestershire LE11 1AR, England 

Tel: 01509 212241 Fax:01509 263305 

Email:office@taylorbells.co.uk 

The Guild has a Bell  

Restoration Fund, 

 

 From which the Committee is em-

powered to offer grants towards 

suitable aspects concerning rings of 

bells within the Guild’s area of  

operation. Such aspects may in-

clude a range of needs, from  

maintenance to  

augmentations.  

Rules and Constitution of the Fund 

are in the Guild Rule Book, and ap-

plication forms are available from 

me. (These forms are email-able.)  

Chris Povey ‘BRF grant coordinator’ 

    Guild Lapel badges 

 

Guild lapel badges are available. They 

are slightly different to the previous 

version, as it is now the same as the 

clothing badges. It is slightly 3D too. 

£4 each  From the ringing master. 

https://www.fourshiresguild.com/ 

FSG Practices a new format of dedicated practices 

New for 2026 each weekly practice will try to follow a format as follows. 

1st Saturday something doubles, please try a new doubles method, beginners welcome as we will ring plain hunt and call changes. 

2nd Saturday something minor, please come if you want to learn to treble bob or ring surprise minor, beginners welcome as we 

can still ring plain hunt and call changes. 

3rd Saturday something triples or major including surprise. 

4th Saturday the afternoon practice. Something for everyone particularly beginners, all welcome. 

5th Saturday 10 bell extravaganza. 

As more towers are asking for tower fees we will endeavour to collect a donation from each person attending, Some money will go 

to the tower the rest will go into the Bell Restoration fund. 

https://www.fourshiresguild.com/
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