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GUILD ANNUAL DINNER 2026

To be held on Saturday 7th March 2026.

At

The Golden Cross, Ardens Grafton

7.00pm for 7.30.

ORDERS BY 21st FEB 2026 AT THE VERY LATEST PLEASE

Places will be limited, early booking essential with payment please.

See page 3 for details

2026 Outing to Wells area, 5 towers on Saturday July 4th.

Plus the chance to ring at wells cathedral with the local team, on Sunday 5th from 09:45-10:30.

Editorial

Please set a date to join the weekly
branch practices, even if you just choose
once a month that regularly suits you.
Every Saturday will focus on something
different- doubles, minor, major/triples
and one afternoon. Please come prepared
with one method you want to ring or con-
duct, beginners still welcome as there will
always be plain hunt or trebling to meth-
ods.

Four Shires Guild

The Guild annual dinner has been ar-
ranged for Saturday March 7th, menu and
details page 3, early booking and pre pay-
ment essential as places are limited.

Please book the date in your diaries for the
Guild Annual outing on July 4th to the
Wells area with the chance to ring at the
cathedral on Sunday 5th.

In case you hadn’t realised the subs are
due again and note, the price remains the

same again this year.

Great to have recorded three peals for the
Guild this quarter and the firsts keep hap-
pening.

Please keep your articles flowing to me
and your ideas to the committee so we can
keep up with your news and strive to im-
prove what you get from the Guild.

Alison Lee
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ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE DUE !

FSG subs are due on 1st January 2026. The current rates are £10 for adults and £4 for juniors. Please pay as soon after thedue

date as possible, an annual subscription is required to retain membership. If paying by cash please use the payment slip at the

back of this Newsletter. Payment may be made to Sarah Elliott, Hon Treasurer.

THE PREFERRED METHOD OF PAYMENT FOR SUBS AND DONATIONS IS BY INTERNET BANK TRANSFER.

THE GUILD’S

BANKING DETAILS ARE: Bank, LLOYDS; Acct No,67433862 ;

Account name, FOUR SHIRES GUILD;

Sort Code,

30-98-97. For ‘Reference’, please insert your name and tower (or unattached), otherwise you and your payment will be untraceable!!

You will not need a receipt, as the bank transfer process allows a copy of the transfer document to be printed off.

PLEASE email updated 2026 contact for circulation of newsletter to alison.lee.bellringer@gmail.com

Four Shires Guild
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The Four Shires Guild Annual Dinner
To be held on Saturday 7th March 2026
At
The Golden Cross, Ardens Grafton
7.00 for 7.30pm
Menu

Starter
Lightly curried sweet potato soup, Mint Raita, Poppadom, Warm Bread & Butter
BBQ Glazed Chicken Wings, Slaw, Dressed Leaves
Salmon & Haddock Fishcake, Tartare Sauce, Lemon, Crisp Rocket
Crispy Goats Cheese, Sundried Tomato & Shallot Salad, Red Onion Chutney

Main Course
24hr Braised Warwickshire Blade of Beef, Horseradish Mash, Roasted Roots, Port Jus
Baked Halibut Fillet, Stem Broccoli, Tarragon Crushed New Potatoes, Hollandaise
Seared Chicken Supreme, Fondant Potato, Wild Mushroom Cream, Cabbage & Bacon

Mediterranean Vegetable & Camembert Tart, Handcut Chips, Dressed Leaves

Dessert
Lemon & Ginger Cheesecake, Fresh Berries
Baileys & White Chocolate Creme Brulee, Homemade Shortbread
Dark Chocolate Brownie, Chocolate Sauce, Salted Caramel Ice Cream

Duo of Artisan Cheeses with Complementary Accompaniments

All Dietary requirements are catered for with prior notice

Cost £35.00 per head

MENU SELECTION BY 21st FEBRUARY 2026 AT THE VERY LATEST PLEASE
Places will be limited, early booking essential with Food Choice please to:-
Len Morley Len Morley <morleylen@gmail.com>

And Pre-Payment essential by BACS to LLOYDS; Acct No,67433862 ; Account name,
FOUR SHIRES GUILD; Sort Code, 30-98-97. For ‘Reference’, please use dinner and name.
Then send an email to say you have paid to Sarah Elliott <sellio350@gmail.com>

Please bring raffle prizes and Cash for the raffle and staff tips
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A Surreal Experience and History in the Making
The Casting of Three New Bells for St Mary’s Church,

Elmley Castle
John Taylor’s Bell Foundry, Loughborough - Thursday, 6 November 2025

The visit to John Taylor’s Bell Foundry was truly a day to remember, an extraordinary and historic event for the 21 of us who attend-
ed. Among the group were parishioners from the Bredon Hill villages, including retired craftsmen, historians, bellringers, and mem-
bers of St Mary’s Church, Elmley Castle. Together, we travelled to the world-renowned foundry in Loughborough to witness the cast-
ing of three new bells for St Mary’s.

Our tour began with an engaging introduction to the story of Taylor’s, setting the scene for a journey through time and craftsman-
ship within the Victorian factory. Stepping into the Victorian-Covered Yard, we immediately sensed the depth of heritage present—
this was the very place where bells from around the globe arrive for restoration and depart for their new homes.

In the Joinery Shop, we observed skilled craftsmen handcrafting essential wooden components such as bell wheels and carillon cla-
viers, employing traditional techniques that have been passed down through generations.

Moving into the Tuning Shop, we witnessed expert tuners bringing each bell to life, carefully shaving and testing until every note
rang out with perfect clarity. These are the very sounds that, in time, will echo across Elmley Castle and parts of Bredon Hill.

The highlight of the visit was undoubtedly the Casting Hall. From the viewing platform, we watched as molten metal, glowing bril-
liantly, was poured into the waiting moulds. Sparks flew and the heat shimmered, with centuries of skill converging in one unforget-
table moment—the birth of our new bells. The experience felt more like stepping into Hogwarts for bell-making: a magical space
alive with energy, noise, and a palpable sense of wonder.

A Milestone for the Foundry and the Community

Adding to the sense of occasion, the foundry had recently celebrated a significant milestone. John Taylor’s Bell Foundry has been
removed from Historic England’s Heritage at Risk Register following years of dedicated restoration work. On the day of our visit, BBC
One East Midlands was also present, filming the casting of our bells—a fitting tribute to a national treasure restored.

The casting of our bells for St Mary’s Elmley
Castle was a joyful reminder that Taylor’s is
not merely a museum of history, but a vi-

- brant, working foundry—alive with sound,
skill, and purpose.

A New Chapter for St Mary’s Church

Soon, the three new bells will join our exist-
ing bells at the foundry awaiting restoration,
before being brought home to St Mary’s in
the spring. Together, they will form a new
peal, enhancing both the tone and musical
range of our church’s bells. Once tuned and
¥ installed, a special service will be held to

« mark this new chapter in the long and joyful
history of our church bells.

Without doubt, it was a day filled with awe
and wonder—an experience we will cherish
and never forget. Acknowledgements The National Lottery Heritage Fund - "Thanks to National e x o 7
Lottery Players" Facebook Heritage Lottery Fund. EImley Castle Bells. Sarah Bent

Heritage
Fund
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Peals, Quarters and ringing of note

On Monday, 6 October 2025 in 29m Childswickham, Worcestershire Sheldon’s Bell Ring Tenor: 1lb 0oz in A 1260 Plain Bob Minor 1
Reg Hitchings 2 Isabel Hitchings 3 Tony Natt 4 Barbara Pettit 5 Anthony P Foster 6 Alison Lee (C) 1st quarter with new ’clappers’.

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Sunday, 12 October 2025 in 2h 44 Ashchurch,
Gloucestershire St Nicholas Tenor: 11-1-7 in F# 5040 Mixed Doubles (4m) 1200
each of St Simons, St Martins & Plain Bob; 1440 Grandsire 1 Stefanie Whittle 2

-2 & 6 Tst Peal on Treble - 1 Rung in the 2nd’s 60th birthday year in the church
where he was christened, and as a birthday compliment for the 6th and his twin

sister.

First Pealers in the churchyard stocks after the peal with the rest of the band Photo § :

Martin Penny

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Monday, 13 October 2025 Cherington, Warwick-
shire St John the Baptist Tenor: 5-3-22 in B 720 Plain Bob Doubles 1 Kathryn :
McCarthy 2 Richard H Budd 3 David Rake 4 Harie Claire 5 Len G A Morley (C) 6 Ruth
Travis Rung with very best wishes from the band to congratulate Mike Rees for his
90th Birthday!

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Friday, 24 October 2025 in 53m Evesham, Worcestershire The Bell Tower Tenor: 35-2-20 in C#
1260 Grandsire Caters Back 10 1 Jane Gilbert 2 Richard Lewis-Skeath 3 Rachel D Page 4 Michael J Austin 5 Sally A Austin 6 David M
Jones 7 Daniel J Austin (C) 8 Steve Bowley 9 David M Salter 10 Nicholas K Allsopp Rung as a early 30th birthday compliment to Dan.

First Grandsire Caters as Conductor 7.

Hinton Peal Band L to R, Photo Harry Stephenson
Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Tuesday, 11 November 2025 in ; AT
46m Offenham, Worcestershire St Mary and St Milburgh Tenor: 10-3- 3

2 in F# 1260 Grandsire Doubles 1 Stefanie Whittle 2 James Salmon 3

Alison Lee 4 Claire Penny 5 Martin Penny (C) 6 Tobias Walters Rung
half-muffled at sunset on Armistice Day - Lest We Forget

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Tuesday, 18 November 2025 in
2h 53 Hinton on the Green, Worcestershire St Peter Tenor: 10-1-8 in
G 5060 Major (2m) 4 of Bastow Little Bob and 5,056 of Yorkshire
Surprise 1 Alison T Merryweather-Clarke 2 Alison M Lee 3 Rachel D
Page 4 Sarah L Elliott 5 Michael J Seagrave 6 Stuart E Tomlinson 7
Peter ] Harris 8 Henry J Stephenson (C) Wishing Happy 60th Birthdays
to Alison Lee (2) and Rachel Page (3).

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Friday, 28 November 2025 in 2h 25 Swerford, Oxfordshire St Mary Tenor: 6-2-6 in Bb 5040 Mi-
nor (4m) 2 extents each Kent TB, Cambridge S., St Clement’s CB, 1 extent Plain Bob 1 Nicholas K Allsopp 2 Alison T Merryweather
-Clarke 3 Rosemary K Hemmings 4 Roderic K Bickerton 5 Simon E Adams 6 Michael Chester (C) Rung in fond memory of Michael

Haynes.

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Tuesday, 2 December 2025 in 43m Offenham, Worcestershire St Mary and St Milburgh Tenor: 10
-3-2 in F# 1272 Plain Bob Minimus 1 Lena Stranks 2 Alison Lee (C) 3 Jess McCarthy 4 Graham Lee First treble to minimus First mini-

mus 3, First minimus as conductor

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Sunday, 21 December 2025 in 30m Bret-
forton, Worcestershire St Leonard Tenor: 8-3-11 in F# Call Changes 1 Roger
& H Hunt (C) 2 Rob Davis 3 Alan Curry 4 John Cleveland 5 Nigel Smith 6 Rob
Newman 7 Gill Joseph 8 Sheila Ryan 9 Jess McCarthy 10 Yvonne Davis 11
Matthew Turvey Rung early morning on and for the Feast of St Thomas fol-
lowed by breakfast at The Fleece Inn. Breakfast at The Fleece Inn. L-R: Nigel,
John, Sheila, Gill, Yvonne, Rob D, Jess, Roger, Matthew (+ Eliza & Henry).
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Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Sunday, 21 December 2025 in 25m Bretforton,

Worcestershire St Leonard Tenor: 8-3-11 in F# Plain Hunt and Call Changes 1 Rob
Davis 2 Thea Jenkins 3 Alan Curry 4 John Cleveland 5 Gill Joseph 6 Roger H Hunt (C)
Rung for the Church Carol Service. he Bellringer’s Christmas window.. Image Roger

Hunt

On Friday, 26 December 2025 in 47m Pebworth, Worcestershire St Peter Tenor: 11-3-9
in F# 1259 Grandsire Caters 1 Isabel Hitchings 2 Mike Seagrave 3 Alison M Lee 4 Rich-
ard Lewis-Skeath 5 Sarah L Elliott 6 Henry J Stephenson (C) 7 Neil Garner 8 Ellis
Whitehouse 9 Reg Hitchings 10 Rachel E Bagley 300th QP this year (9). First of Grand-

=) il / sire Caters inside (8). For Cristmas '
& New Year.

' The Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers On Sunday, 28 December 2025 in 41m
Moreton in Marsh, Gloucestershire St David Tenor: 10-0-14 in G 1260 Plain Bob
. Doubles 1 Carmen McCarthy 2 Jess McCarthy 3 Jane Gilbert 4 Christopher W
Tennant 5 Nicholas K Allsopp (C) 6 Elizabeth M Tennant First on treble Rung
plain bob doubles quarter on every bell 2 Image Jess McCarthy

Answers to The full extent. July 2025 newsletter no 185

Unclued entries read “Call to Queens,” so the correct order is (a) Claire,
(b) Tobias, (c) Graham, (d) Martin, (e) Beccie, and (f) Alison.

1st correct answer this month from Sarah Elliott

Does anyone recognise this cartoon
character attending an annual
bellingers dinner? Sorry, no prizes!

J Christmas Parties

Two parties this year across the county, one at
Badsey on Saturday December 20th where we had
ringing including the
obligatory St Nicholas
%] bob triples, a delicious
spread of food, carols
with piano accompaniment by Neil garner also Richard
Lewis-Skeath and Matthew Turvey on accordions and a |
raffle to cover the cost of the event.

£,

Over in the South Warwickshire Area we organised a
little party at St Edmunds Church, Shipston on Stour for
the bellringers of the local towers including

Long Compton/Whichford , Shipston on Stour, Treding-
ton, Brailes and Tysoe

We wanted to say thank you to all those who attend
these practices and keep them going. It is only through
teamwork and sharing ringers that we are able to hold
our practices and progress in our ringing together.

The evening was enjoyed by all who attended. We had
some organised ringing which Len Morley arranged to
suit the needs of those attending,

and rang Grandsire Doubles, RCP Doubles, Plain bob
doubles and some Call Changes.

Then we had food organised by Sarah Elliott, Karen
Faithfull and Pauline Morley, a choice of Chilli and Curry
dishes with obligatory mince pies and stollen cake.

This was followed by some entertainment from Helen Sayers and Sarah Elliott playing two flute duets of Christmas Carols; then
Trevor Hobday sang us a rather sad old folk song and another Christmas Carol accompanied by his guitar and finally Pat Bell gave
us her rendition of 'The Tower Captain's Rules'.

After this we had a quiz which Len hosted and the winning team won by only two points clear. The evening was a big suc-

cess. Thank you to everyone who participated and helped out. By Sarah Elliott
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Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers
Guild Masters Report for the year 2024- 2025

It has been a very busy year for your committee they have met on four occasions during the year. Guild practices on Saturday eve-
nings are reasonably attended some practices being held in the afternoons they all seem to be well attended, with Alison our Ring-
ing Master ensuring everyone who attends can progress their ringing skills.

Four members of our Guild passed away in 2025 Rev.Dr.Peter Newing who was a founder member of the Guild when it restarted in
the 1970’s he was a very great benefactor of the Guild and contributed not only money but many other things. Also Jackie Hands
who again was a long time member of the Guild, she was at one time Ringing Master in the 1980’s. Michael Haynes also died in the
later part of 2025, he was a regular visitor to many of the FSG events and to practice nights throughout the Guild. Ann Bourne long
time tower captain of Blockley, they will all be missed.

Our Treasurer Michael Dane will have his report for 2025 which was presented at this years AGM it is published in the July issue of
magazine, Michael is retiring from the position of Guild Treasurer with the position being taken over by Sarah Elliott.

The website is maintained by Claire Penny it is available to all Guild web users, it has all the up to date Guild
information please use it as much as possible as it is an excellent source of information.

The Guild Magazine is now distributed online, but there are a few members who like a hard copy and if
anyone does want a paper copy they can request it. Alison Lee editor of “The Four Shires Guild Magazine” is published on a quarterly
basis, she must have our thanks for producing such an excellent magazine and collating so much useful information.

The Annual Dinner 2025 was held at The Golden Cross, Ardens Grafton and was attended by 44 persons,
the food was good and we had an excellent speaker.

The annual outing was held on 28th June which involved a trip to Northampton it turned out to be very good and an interesting out-
ing which was arranged by Alison Lee, everyone who went really enjoyed themselves, a detailed report was given in the July edition
of the magazine.

Our Bell Restoration Fund, which was set up, in 2010 has made a number of grants during the year and these have been reported in
the magazine. The Committee are empowered to offer grants towards any suitable projects concerning rings of bells within the
Guild’s area of operation, if you have a project where a grant from the Guild will help please do not hesitate to enquire and obtain
the necessary application forms.

To continue giving grants to worthy applications we must increase our funding otherwise our grants will be too small to make a use-
ful contribution to a project, ways of doing this are always being considered by the committee, we are also looking at the ways other
Guilds operate their funding schemes, in the meantime thanks go to all members who have made extra donations to the fund this
has made a real difference.

Finally thanks should go to all officers and members of the committee for their commitment.
The Guild Master position has now been taken up by Len Morley at the AGM and he is currently organising the Guild Dinner to be

held again at The Golden Cross, he will also be chairing the committee meetings.

Peter Quinn - Guild Master

Striking competition and AGM held on Saturday 18th October , at Childswickham.

A well attended event from all over the Guild attended by 37 people.
There were seven teams competing for the Brazier trophy and the Newing Shield.

The Brazier trophy had 3 teams including a very beginner band from Willersey with three first time competition attendees, the win-
ning band was Tredington with Long Compton.

This year a few more novice teams entered the Newing Sheild making 4 in total. The impressive raise and lower in peal once again
clinched it for the winning team of limington. Willersey coming an impressive second. The trophies will be given to teams at the
Guild annual dinner in March. If you think your team is worthy of the ringing masters Merit award this year then nominate yourselves
with the reason why your team should win.

A really delicious lunch was available throughout the ringing in the form of bring and share food. Unfortunately as the day pro-
gressed the number of attendees dwindled to just a few who stayed for the service. This year Shellie, the vicar of Childswickham led
the service and also wrote the whole order of service to suit the occasion, she had several copies printed ready for us to use. Thanks
Shellie for a fabulous job.

A few more people returned for the AGM, a short meeting presided by Richard Lewis-Skeath the President. A change of Guild Master
from Peter Quinn to Len Morley and treasurer from Michael Dane to Sarah Elliott were both voted in, unanimously. The usual thanks
were given for their long service and hard work over the years. Alison Lee.
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RULES FOR THE BELFRY.

1. A Conductor and Deputy Conductor shall be annually elected
from among the ringers, who shall be responsible for the Bells being
rung and chimed at all reasonable times.

2. The Conductor shall be responsible for order being kept in the
Belfry during the time of ringing or chiming. -

3. The control of the Bells and admission to the Belfry, to be
entirely at the discretion of the Rector or his deputy.

4. Any dispute arising among the Ringers shall be submitted to
the Gector and Churchwardens for thelr decision, which shall be final.

5. The Bells shall not be rung or chimed on any occasion at the
request of, or in honour of, any individual, except with the permission
of the Rector.

6. Every Ringer shall be expetted to attend Divine Service in
Church at least once each Sunday.

7. Nodrunken or disorderly person shall be admitted to the Belfry.
| 8. Any Ringer who falls to attend with reasonable regularity,
11} be asked by the Rector to give his reason for non-attendance,
4 8f in the R’ -.or's opinion such reason s Inadequate, he shall be
T Missed

9. Beginners shall n
Senior Ringer is present.

10. No one shall be admit
submitted to the Rector, who,
shall decide by a majority whot

1. The Ringers to allow or rofu
discretion.

ot attempt to ring or chime any Bell unless

ted as a Ringer unless his name be first
in consultation with the other Ringers,
her he be admitted or not.

se a visitor to ring at thelr

Bolfry is part of the House of

The Ringers to remember that the P orthy of the same.

God, and so to order thelr behaviour that it i

Reotor.

’Churchwardom-.
\

\\Ianuary. 1926, R SRV 3

This poster is hanging in the bell chamber at limington. It is 100 years old this January and is probably
just one of its kind . It needs a bit of restoration, so if anyone knows of someone who could help please
contact Frances Chapman.
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Report from the Four Shires Guild CCCBR rep for the annual convention, October 2025

The weekend started at 10 am on the Friday morning, when | left to start the ringing trail leading to the middle of Sheffield! It
was a 3 hour drive to get to the first tower (South Anston, a lovely ring of 8! Set at the top of a small hill). Then on to Whiston and
St Marie’s Cathedral, (which was incidentally my first grab at a Roman catholic church!) where some of the other people | knew
started to appear, (there had been traffic delays). In the space between towers, | went for dinner with some of the other ringers,
then we all headed back to Sheffield Cathedral for the open ringing and evening social, (of course, | rang the tenor. I've also includ-
ed a picture of myself and 2 other ladies on the back 3 bells, as why not. Really lovely ring of 12, | would definitely go again!) where
we had the chance to admire not only the building itself, but also an art installation featuring some amazing tapestries.

Saturday started with coffee in the Niagara Conference Centre, followed by the Ringing World AGM .(Main take away was that
people need to put some pennies in when they put ringing on Bellboard, as not as many people are buying the Ringing World,
either Paper or digital. This means that unless people pay a little to use Bellboard, we may lose it!)

After 2 hours where a lot of information was passed to us all, we took a lunch break then straight back into the CCCBR annual
meeting (4 hours, and 68 pages!) where we were all updated on the progress of the pillars of ringing 2030. A large amount of pro-
gress has been made, but much of it is internal and is just moving to the wider ringing community. | would encourage anyone who
wants to find out more to look on the CCCBR website and explore the “ringing 2030” section, and even to sign up to help if you
can! You do not need to be a CCCBR rep to help!

After some more standard updates as required in every meeting of its kind (finance, trustee updates, etc) and some motions to
change a few rules in regard to small societies, we managed to round up the meeting to spend a couple of hours of networking,
stretching (and some ringing handbell quarters!) before the evening social.

Sunday morning started with (of course) supporting local Sunday service ringing. (I went to Norton, another fabulous 8 with
some delightful ringing) then back to the Ringing roadshow!

There were all sorts of fabulous things on display, from training bells and clappers to websites designed for young ringers to
work with! obviously, my favourite things. There were 4 mini rings, with my ring of choice being the new Peals on Wheels. These
were easy to ring (Rung

with 2 hands, more simi- ;
lar to a tower bell than ‘

many of the mini rings
I've rung on before),
sounded brilliant, and
while they do have stays,
they were pendulum stays
and easy to replace!

RRARR
N\ \ N

Overall, it was an
absolutely fascinating
weekend where | learnt a
lot of new things and met
a lot of new people from a
variety of places,
(including Australia! Now |
have friends on the other
side of the world!) which |
would recommend trying
at some point if you can!

o' ﬂ \“
P8
" p

Jess McCarthy.
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From the Archives 50 years ago.

Committee meeting held on Tuesday, 3rd February 1976, at The Barley Mow, Chipping
Campden.

Members attending: H O Hart, Chairman; A ] Brazier, P S Carter, M F Fairfax, G Osborn.
Apologies; C E Evans

Minutes of previous meeting; Minutes of the previous meeting held on 4 th February 1975 were read and agreed and
signed by the Chairman.

Matters arising;

i) Courses, no further progress has been made.

ii) competition judges, it has not proved possible to arrange for judges from the Oxford Diocesan Guild. Members of
the Coventry Diocesan Guild had agreed to assist following an approach by M F Fairfax.

lii) Honorary Guild Chaplain; At the Annual General meeting The Reverend J D E Smith was elected Clerical Vice Presi-
dent of the Guild and it was agreed that he should be invited to attend future Committee meetings.

Offenham ringing; The secretary reported on correspondence in the Evesham Journal concerning complaints by an
Offenham resident, and the action taken was approved.

Accounts; Accounts for the year ending 31 st 1975 were presented by the Treasurer, previously having been audited
by the Guild Master. These were approved and recommended for acceptance by the Annual General meeting in Octo-
ber.

Bank etc accounts; It was agreed to arrange the necessary banking accounts; withdraw signatures to be two from H O
Hart, M F Fairfax and R J Brazier.

Membership; The secretary reported numbers at 31 st December as follows: members 53 extra, terrestrial members
7, Honorary members 13.

Dinner arrangements; These were discussed generally and agreed . Reverend L Powell, vicar of Quinton, to be invited
to present the silver cup and competition certificates.

Outing; The secretary suggested an outing on Saturday 8 th May with tower bell ringing during the morning and after-
noon, and attending the Handbell Rally at Leicester in the evening. It was agreed to obtain views of members on this
matter.

Ringing Competition 1976; it was agreed to leave the arrangements to M Fairfax. If possible, towers to be those used
for the 1976 competitions, and judges from Oxford Guild.

Badges; It was agreed to obtain the views of members in obtaining a suitable badge at the cost of £1 each. Should
these prove favourable, designs could then be presented at the Annual General meeting.

Next committee meeting; To be arranged for March

Any other business; Other matters were generally discussed and the meeting closed with thanks to Mr and Mrs Hart
for their hospitality.
(Signed). Henry O Hart

Please ensure your email contact or tower contact information

is updated for 2026 when subscriptions are renewed.
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Simple Splices - Plain and Little.
By Neil Garner

In this article, we will look at how we can mix things up and move into the
esoteric world of ‘spliced’...

...and this part of ringing can be very esoteric too! At the extreme end
splicing multiple surprise methods involves lots of very complex line
learning, razor sharp minds (because only the conductor will know for sure
what the next bit of line will be and where the switch will happen... all
coupled with some very complex issues regarding the composition.
However, that is for a select few, but we can all explore spliced without
needing to go anywhere near that level of complexity... so do read on!

The simplest and most common form of splicing, uses Little Bob. Itis a
variation on Plain Bob, where the treble no longer hunts all the way to the
back. Whether you are ringing Minor, Major, Royal or Maximus, the treble For more details why not visit
only hunts to 4th place and back, which means that each lead now has a https://bells.pebworth.icu.
fixed length of & changes irrespective of the class... In Plain methods, this
saves 4 changes (33%) each lead for minor, & changes (50%) for major and a whopping16 changes (66%) for
Maximus! And Surprise and Delight savings are much larger still! As a result, we can shorten touches which
would be way too long for a practice... and it opens lots of interesting and musical possibilities for higher
number ringing, where the length of quarter peal is only a handful of courses.

Little Bob

Lets start by looking at how Little Bob works. .. Just like Plain Bob, it consists of plain hunting with a twist at
the lead end to extend it... and just like Plain Bob, this is based on a bell making 2nds and all others then
having to dodge to accommodate this... however, because the treble turns around after 4 changes, this will
cause another discontinuity for the bells above it and create another dodge... So in effect, it is Plain Bob, but
with a dodge at the half lead as well as the lead end.

E{\ E(\ / Eﬁ\ /////

\ < < ( Half lead dodge

d
r Lead end dodge

Minor Major Maximus

The line for Little Bob looks scary at first, but in reality, it can be rung by rules, just as we do
for Plain Bob and without needing to learn the shape of the line at all.

You dodge every 4 changes.... so ieverywhere except 1-2 and with everyone... except for
the treble. If you meet the treble in 2-3 or 3-4, you hunt straight past and if you meet the
treble in 1-2, you make seconds as per Plain Bob.

So in the higher places, the bells are effectively treble bobbing... and that is a basic skill
you can learn and practice through ringing treble bob hunt.

In practice, it is only 2nds place and 6th place bells which do not treble bob... all other
bells dodge everywhere except in 1-2... be it Minor or Maximus. 6

It also means that each bell only goes from front to back twice in each course... and will
gither treble bob or plain hunt/make 2nds at the front but only one or the other!

Coursing Order

If we look at the grid, we can see 2 (in blue) starts by leading with 4 (green) and 6 (pink) also hunting straight
down to the front, with 3 and 5 going to the back... just the same as Plain Bob. Where it is different, is that the
treble comes back to lead much earlier, so the 6 makes seconds. In the next lead, 6 continues by leading
again, followed by 5 and 3... which in turn, makes seconds over the treble. So just like all the ore complex
methods, the coursing order is split across multiple leads... but the actual coursing order is still 2,4,6,5,3
which is the same as Plain Bob.
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If you move to higher numbers, this is also true... the coursing order being split across ever more leads, with
the bell leading last before the treble, making seconds and thus meaning only 2 new bells get added in each
lead... s0 2,4,6 - 6,5,3 for Minor. or 24,6 - 6,8,7 - 7,5,3. for Major...etc..

Place Bell Order

Where Little Bob is different from Plain Bob is the place bell order... it is 25436 in minor. The pattern is still
closely related to Plain Bob, but effectively jumps backwards two place bells each lead instead of moving
forward 1.

2.4,6,8,753,24,68,75,3.2 Plain Bob Major  2,5,8.4,3,7,6,2 Little Bob Major.
| S I Wy W

Equally, the Plain Bob order is the same as jumping 3 place bells forwards each time in Little Bob.

2584376,2584,376,2584,37,6,2 Little Bob Major 2,4,6,8,7,5,3,2 Plain Bob Major.
LU AN AN LN LN LN LN

These rules work for all numbers, be it Minor or Maximus. .. so it is now easy to compose touches which use
this to shorten the length. The simplest touch based on wrong, home, wrong. home... would be two whole
courses long if you rang just Plain Bob or just Little Bob, but if you splice them... you can can start with
Plain... call a Bob at the first lead end (i.e. wrong) and then switch to Little Bob. This will effectively jump you
back 2 place bells so after one lead, you can then switch back to Plain and call the home at the next lead end.
You can then continue with Plain and repeat. The touch is shortened to 6 leads PLP PLP! If you are ringing 12
bells, this touch equates normally to 528 changes (about 25 minutes worth and far too long for a practice). but
adding the leads of Little shortens it to just 112 (about 5 mins)!

Even with a plain course and no bobs, you will be able to switch between plain and little to extend or shorten
things... which makes for excellent practice and lots of fun to keep people thinking!

And the fun needn’t stop there... Little Bob can be mixed with St Clements or Double Oxford (or Norwich and
London too for that matter Surprise clan) where it skips forward 2 place bells instead of backwards... and with
Cambridge where it will skip back just one lead...

Spliced Examples

Plain and Little

W H 3 Wrongs... Minor
- -PL P- LLL PP-LL-
- PL P- LLL repeat three times.
Repeat 3x P- LLL 120 changes.
4x L for maj, 5xL for Royal, etc. Basedon --p--p--ponminor
Reduction
Minor from 360 to 128 Reduction Major
Major from 648 to Minor from 180 to 108 P-LL- P-P-LLLP-P-
Royal from 1080 to 168 Major from 336 to 144 120 changes.
Max from 1584 to 192. Royal from 540 to 180 Basedon-pp---pp--
Max from 792
Cambridge and Little

Alternate C L C L, etc. to practice one lead over and over again. Useful for learning the line!

Three ‘Homes’ could be shortened to LC- LC- LC- and only 96 changes... and 5 & 6 are unaffected, ringing
just one place bell each of the two methods.

If you want more information about Little Bob, there is a page all about Little Bob at Pebworth Bells.
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Mixed Doubles by Agricola. Words in bold

define the answers; the rest of each clue is

wordplay. Every answer is a doubles varia-

tion. Out of Plain Bob, Grandsire and Re-

verse Canterbury, which method has the

fewest variations in the grid? The puzzle

was written in Qxw.

Down continued

12. Elated to find entrance in cemetery where

Marx is buried. (8)

14. Father quits Lara’s island, yet returns,

leaving Spain for Matrix character. (7)

16. | must follow information about note for

the twins. (6)

19. Pigment from mineral found around

Switzerland. (5)

20. A set of cards held by Nathan Davies. (4)

Across (according to Scott). (7)

1. Barbaric Bert is bored by architectural features in Trollope’s 23. Why Henry leaves question about record for Wychavon vil-

city. (10) lage. (4, 6)

7. Some of Medoc to be rebottled in a month. (7) Down

8. Some of grosser cabbage returned: it’s often added to egg 1. Post Office hero recalled part of tennis match, to a degree.
sandwiches. (5) (5)

10. Came up from the south east to Romania. (4) 2. Are you next to Ms Wax? (4)

11. Return stubborn animals carrying in electronic element. (8) 3. Model Lulu finally replacing second of carburettors in motor-

bike. (6
13. Place of sacrifice inhabited by one star. (6) ike. (6)

4. Thus Barbie’s boyfriend crowns queen: it’s nauseating. (8
15. Astronomer from Poland inspired by smell from the east. (6) y q 9. &

5. The last character in America cycling to German city for OT

17. Is she mistakenly held by paramilitaries in shipping forecast book. (7)

area? (5, 3)
6. Travel across African country to the north east, finding semi-

18. Part of discussion about Scottish island. (4) .
precious stone. (10)

21. Woman’s name intermittently heard in chat. (5) 9. Starmer flies over Georgia with the head of Tara, queen of

22. | put garden tool on back of truck for Saxon hero Scotland. (2, 8)

Generous Legacy Gift

The Guild is most grateful to have received a legacy gift of £2,000 to the Four Shires Bell Fund from the late Revd Dr Peter Newing.

Peter was a long-standing supporter of the Guild and will be remembered for his deep interest not only in ringing but in bells
themselves. Over many years he supported numerous bell projects, helping to source, donate and fund bells and restoration work,

and his generosity benefited several towers within the Guild.

Latterly living in Ledbury, Herefordshire, Peter served as Guild Chaplain and contributed The Chaplain’s Thoughts to the newslet-
ter. An obituary by Chris Povey, published in the July 2025 newsletter, records his life and service in greater detail. We are grateful
to Peter’s family for arranging the transfer of this gift, which provides a lasting contribution to a cause that meant a great deal to

him. Lena Stranks, Committee member
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GUILD-BADGED CLOTHING
THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE AVAILABLE:-

Polo shirts: £21.00 Full-zip ladies fleece: £34.00
Sweatshirts: £22.00 Half-zip fleece: £34.00
Full-zip fleece: £34.00 Cashmere touch acrylic v-neck jumper £37.00

In the first instance please email your order to Kathy McCarthy:-khmccarthy@fastmail.fm There are no extra carriage charges on the
prices above. All profits from the sale of clothing go to the Guild Bell Restoration Fund.

Colours: The range of colours can be seen on the Guild’s website, which is http://www.fourshires.org.uk

Some idea of sizing can be gauged from the following:-

(Chest size in inches)  Small Medium Large X-large XX-large

Polo shirts 36-38 40 42 44 46-48

Sweat shirts 35-37 38-40 41-43 44-46 47-49

Men’s full zip fleece 35-37 38-40 41-43 44-46 47-49  http://www.promotional-

Half zip fleece 35-37 38-40 41-43 44-46 47-49 z;‘;Le:jrjﬁzz;i?;?rey*;i‘z?v’?r{eckf
jumper/

Dress size:

Ladies’ full zip fleece 10 12 14 16 18

DIARY OF GUILD SATURDAY MONTHLY MEETINGS AND EVENTS 2026
JANUARY 10th TYSOE 6 tenor 12-0-18 in F CV35 0SH NOTE AT 2.30 UNTIL 4 pm
JANUARY 17th BOURTON- ON-THE-HILL 6 tenor 11-1-27 in F GL56 9AH

JANUARY 24th WINCHCOMBE 8 tenor 11-2-11 in F# GL54 5LU

JANUARY 31st WILLERSEY 6 tenor 12cwt in G WR12 7PN

FEBRUARY 7th BLEDINGTON 6 tenor 8-0-13 in G OX7 6XD DOUBLES

FEBRUARY 14th ALVESTON 6 tenor 72cwt in A CV37 7QJ) MINOR

FEBRUARY 21st MORETON IN MARSH 8 tenor 10-0-14 in G GL56 OLT MAJOR/TRIPLES
FEBRUARY 28th ALDERMINSTER 6 tenor 12-0-26 in F GCV37 8PF NOTE AT 2.30 UNTIL 4pm
MARCH 7th Guild annual dinner, Golden Cross Ardens Grafton 7pm for 7.30

MARCH 14th LONGBOROUGH 6 tenor 15-0-4 in F WR11 7JZ MINOR

MARCH 21st NORTON 8 tenor 12-3-26 in F# WR11 4TL MAJOR/TRIPLES

MARCH 28th CHURCH LENCH 6 tenor 13-3-26 in G WR11 4UE NOTE AT 2.30 UNTIL 4pm
APRIL 4th BROADWELL 6 tenor 6-0-4 in Bb GL56 0YD DOUBLES NOTE EARLIER TIME OF 7PM
APRIL 11th GREAT RISSINGTON 6 tenor 11-1-3 in F# CV37 8HT MINOR

APRIL 18th WHICHFORD 8 tenor 12-3-23 in G CV36 5PG MAJOR/TRIPLES

APRIL 25th HONINGTON 6 tenor 13 cwt in Ab CV36 5AA NOTE AT 2.30 UNTIL 4pm

Evesham Bell Tower

The regular open practices at Evesham bell tower, cohesion between the local guilds FSG, WADCRA S/B and the G & B continue to

succeed. Very popular for all skill levels. If you fancy attending it is held on the 4th Wednesday evening of the month. Please check
with Claire Penny for cancellations.

For any alterations to this programme, check the FSG web-site https://www.fourshiresquild.com/ also BELLBOARD website
bb.ringingworld.co.uk (diary section) Meetings are from 7.30pm until 9.00pm unless otherwise stated. All are welcome. You do
not have to be a FSG member and we are especially pleased if members of the local band wish to come along and ring. The Guild
carries Public Liability insurance through the Ecclesiastical Insurance Group for all its activities. Non-members attending these activi-
ties are also covered by this insurance, providing they abide fully by the Guild’s Health & Safety and Child Protection policies. (Both
policies now appear on the FSG web-site, so their contents are available to all, whether members or non-members.)
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JOHN TAYLOR & co. Guild Lapel badges

BELLFOUNDERS BELLHANGERS
CARILLON BUILDERS

Tower Bells Chimes Handbells Bell ropes

Design service Building work Access systems
Profile matching Restoration Augmentations
Wrought iron clapper repairs

See our website www.taylorbells.co.uk for specifications services and the latest information

Guild lapel badges are available. They
are slightly different to the previous
version, as it is now the same as the
clothing badges. It is slightly 3D too.

£4 each From the ringing master.

The Guild has a Bell
Restoration Fund,

From which the Committee is em-
powered to offer grants towards
suitable aspects concerning rings of
bells within the Guild’s area of
operation. Such aspects may in-
clude a range of needs, from
maintenance to
augmentations.

Rules and Constitution of the Fund
are in the Guild Rule Book, and ap-
The Bellfoundry, Freehold Street, Loughborough, plication forms are ava”ab_le from
Leicestershire LE11 TAR, England mef (These forms are emqll-able.)
Chris Povey ‘BRF grant coordinator’
Tel: 01509 212241 Fax:01509 263305

Email:office@taylorbells.co.uk

WHAT'S ON ABOUT THE FOUR SHIRES GUILD TOWERS & CONTACTS COMPETITIONS BELL RESTORATION FUND

THE FOUR SHIRES GUILD

Welcome to the Four Shires

Guild of Bell Ringers.

We hope you find everything you need here, but if
not please contact us using the form below.

https://www.fourshiresquild.com/

FSG Practices a new format of dedicated practices

New for 2026 each weekly practice will try to follow a format as follows.

1st Saturday something doubles, please try to ring or conduct a new doubles method, beginners welcome as we will ring plain hunt
and call changes.

2nd Saturday something minor, please come if you want to learn to treble bob or ring surprise minor, beginners welcome as we
can still ring plain hunt and call changes.

3rd Saturday something triples or major including surprise.
4th Saturday the afternoon practice. Something for everyone particularly beginners, all welcome.
5th Saturday 10 bell extravaganza.

As more towers are asking for tower fees we will endeavour to collect a donation from each person attending, Some money will go
to the tower the rest will go into the Bell Restoration fund.
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