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John W Nicholls, 1932 - 2026 (very nearly 94)

Past President of the Four Shires Guild; Honorary Member of the Guild John was a Campden man
through and through. He lived in the town all his life, except for a short time in Ebrington. He was
a Campden ringer and a member of St James’ Church choir. He had a fine singing voice and was
regularly asked to sing solos at weddings, particularly ‘Oh for the wings of a dove’. He learnt to
ring at an early age, he attended Campden Grammer School and found his specialism was mathe-
matics.

He had to do National Service for 2 years after leaving school and hoped to go into the RAF. Un-
fortunately, his eyesight was well below that required for the RAF and was directed to the Army.
National Service was running down at that time and he found himself in West Germany with little
to do. To fill the time the army sent the troops on long marches across the country. John must
have been pleased to be released back to live in Campden. Chris Povey

Appreciation note John W Nicholls

John Nicholls was for many people “Mr Chipping Campden” having been involved with the church '
and tower for most of his life. John was prominent in local ringing being President of the Four !
Shires Guild and an officer of the Gloucester and Bristol Association. He was a Central Council
representative for the G&B. John was instrumental in having a new 7 th bell cast for Campden and
tried for an augmentation to ten bells only to be thwarted by the Gloucester Diocesan adviser.

John was a capable and versatile ringer, | rang over 50 peals with him including Grandsire and Stedman Caters, 6 spliced surprise
major and several at Evesham Bell tower. John was also part of a mid-week quarter peal band and | rang over 500 with him in some
190 different methods.

Outside ringing John taught at Chipping Campden school and had a keen interest in cricket being a trustee of the local cricket club.

He will be missed by many people. Chris Mew Link to ringing in memory of John BellBoard
Editorial | have to report on the passing of two ring- the food fantastic and the raffle prizes out
ers Paul Marriott Tower Captain of of this world.

The Guild annual outing is set for Satur-  Cherington and John Nicholls former presi-
day July 4th, around the Wells area. You dent of the Four Shires Guild, there are

also get the chance to ring at Wells Cathe-  more tributes from a few people on pages
dral, please save the date in your diaries.  3g4.

As there are a few heavy bells we need as
many people as possible to come and help
ring them, details page 6.

Please send me photos of your tower ring-
ing outings this summer and a short arti-
cle about your adventures. Its always inter-
esting to others-it may be the tower where
The Guild annual dinner was another re- they learnt to ring. Alison Lee
sounding success, the room was packed,
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Officers and Committee Members of the Guild

VICE-PRESIDENTS
Mr Chris Povey Mr Michael Dane
28 Newbold Road Chaplain
Wellesbourne Revd Michelle Ward
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01789 470491
landm.dane@btinternet.com

PRESIDENT
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Worcs. WR11 7EP
07747802555
asumringer@gmail.com

Three Ways

Wormington, Broad-
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Worc.WR12 7NL
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GUILD OFFICERS
Ringing Master
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Accounts Examiner
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Guild Master ' HOI'I Secretary .
Mr Len Morley A"Sfm Lee Claire Penny Sarah Elliott
8 Hinton Road Mock Morris, Boat Lane 5 Back Lane, Long Compton,

32 The Hobbins

Shipston on Stour Childswickham Offenham Shipston on Stour

Warwickshire Worcs. WR12 7HY WR11 8Qz Warks CV36 5LG

CV37 4QE 07730579065 07903963233 017866046001

morleylen@gmail.com alison.lee.bellringer@ clairepenny99@btinternet sellio350@gmail.com
gmail.com .com

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Mrs Christina Ireland  Mr Peter Quinn
178 Cheltenham Road 22 Mountford Close

Evesham Wellesbourne
Worcs Warks CV35 9QQ
01386 49965

Christinaireland46@ peter-

gmail.com

Mr Graham Lee
8 Hinton Road
Childswickham
Broadway

Worcs. WR12 7HY Banbury
Oxon OX15 5AH

Yvonne Davis

01789 840827

quinn22@gmail.com

Mr Stuart Cum-
mings

8 Orchard Close
Lower Brailes

Mrs Lena Stranks
Mickleton Willersey

CCCBR Representative
Jess McCarthy

Jessmccarthy1990@gmail.com

Guild Peal Recorder
Mrs Sandra Parker
bidfordparker@gmail.com

Membership Secretary

Safeguarding Officer

Mr Matthew Turvey
07742606299
Mid-week Tours
General Contact
Sarah Thomas
07795 121138

sarahelizathomas@yahoo.co.uk

BRF coordinator

Mr Chris Povey

Programme Secretaries

Mr Graham Lee
graham.r.lee@hotmail.co.uk
Mrs Christina Ireland
Christinaireland46@
gmail.com

Health and safety officer

Mr C Povey

News letter editor
Alison Lee

8 Hinton Road
Childswickham

07711101157 Broadway, WR12 7HY

alison.lee.bellringer@
gmail.com

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE DUE !

FSG subs were due on 1st January 2026. The current rates are £10 for adults and £4 for juniors. Please pay as soon after the due

date as possible, an annual subscription is required to retain membership. If paying by cash please use the payment slip at the

back of this Newsletter. Payment may be made to Sarah Elliott, Hon Treasurer.

THE PREFERRED METHOD OF PAYMENT FOR SUBS AND DONATIONS IS BY INTERNET BANK TRANSFER.
THE GUILD’S  BANKING DETAILS ARE: Bank, LLOYDS; Acct No,67433862 ; Account name, FOUR SHIRES GUILD; Sort Code,

30-98-97. For ‘Reference’, please insert your name and tower (or unattached), otherwise you and your payment will be untraceable!!

You will not need a receipt, as the bank transfer process allows a copy of the transfer document to be printed off.

PLEASE email updated 2026 contact for circulation of newsletter to alison.lee.bellringer@gmail.com
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John Nicholls 1932-2026

The funeral service for John at St James’ Church, Chipping Campden, and the wake at Campden Cricket Club were very well attended,
including by well over twenty ringers. Open ringing was before and after the service, on open bells, aside from the tolling of the ten-
or by George Osborn as John’s coffin was carried into the church.

The difficult access and lengthy, spiral staircase into the ringing chamber foiled the ability of some accomplished ringers to join us
and, it has to be said, you could tell based on the quality of the ringing which we emitted for a couple of attempts at method. The
quality of other ringing, including the most simple, would have made John proud.

As ever, his funeral service revealed details or provided reminders which were new to most of those attending. For me, it included his
National Service as an Artillery Surveyor including a year in the British Army of the Rhine, his life-long support of Sunderland Football
Club, being an avid quizzer when watching the TV, and being captain of Campden Cricket Club for 14 seasons, once taking all 10
wickets for 54 runs.

Other aspects of John’s life were familiar to us, starting with spending his entire life in Campden apart from when at college in Chel-
tenham and for national service. As a result of being a chorister at St James’ church, from his role as a treble soloist at the age of 8
through to his years as a tenor until the age of 89, he could sing any hymn or anthem you could name and particularly loved the
work of English composers.

He was always late for every service because he had, of course, to finish ringing, pelt down the tower steps, change hastily into his
robes and join the already seated choir. He loved to joke with his fellow tenors about whether or not the vicar would cut short the
sermon when there was an international sporting event to be watched!

b4 -
John began to ring at 18 and he N ,"
was eventually Tower Captain at N .
Campden for about 40 years. He N 4

rang regularly at many local tow-
ers. In mid-life, his great hobby
was travelling the country, “tower
grabbing”, his record being 50 in
one week, and he was not above
climbing on roofs and balconies if
the tower door was locked.
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In total, he rang at 2,550 towers,
of which 38 were cathedrals, in-
cluding Westminster Abbey and St
Paul’s and Exeter Cathedrals,
where he rang the second heaviest
bell in the country. He rang with a
number of different societies: the
Welsh Colleges Association; he was
Ringing Master of the Gloucester &
Bristol North Cotswold Branch and
was elected an Honorary Life Mem-
ber, also representing it on the
Central Council; he was President
of The Four Shires Guild for 26
years; in 1986 he had the honour
and joy to be elected to the An-
cient Society of College Youths and
was a member for over 40 years, attending their annual dinners and
open towers in London. He rang a total of 234 peals.

John only stopped ringing with the onset of the recent lockdown but
managed to stay connected by still visiting friends for practice eve-
nings at Blockley. John could ring very mathematically complicated
methods; he taught maths at Moreton-in-Marsh and then Campden
Schools from 1955-1989, followed by Evesham College, finishing his
career teaching prisoners at Long Lartin. He gave lots of time to
teaching learner ringers and loved to see people progress. Of his six
children, only Jane learnt to ring but one other said to me at John’s
wake the irony of how learning to ring is now appealing more to her |
in later life and that she may well take it up as a hobby. John would
be delighted.

Returning to hearing the sound of the bells, John’s family have de-
cided that his ashes are to be buried in the churchyard, so that he

can continue to hear ‘his’ bells and so that his friends can continue
to visit him. May he rest in peace.

Jeanette Owen.
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John W Nicholls, | first met John in about 1965 before he taught in the new school. | learnt to ring at Ebrington, but, living mid-
way between Campden and Ebrington churches | found | could ring at Campden for Sunday mornings and Ebrington for Sunday eve-

nings. | suspect he didn’t notice me much, as | was still having problems with ringing Grandsire Doubles ‘inside’, but perhaps he did
later when I'd had at last cracked it. Mind you, he wasn’t in the ringing chamber long, as he was always late arriving and then slipped
off early to get robed up for the choir.

| saw much more of John when the new school started to operate. He was always known as ‘Spec’ due to his heavy spectacles, alt-
hough in recent years he had surgery to overcome his short-sightedness. As a few pupils had started to ring in various churches he
and | started a ringing club. We could get six to ring, but the striking wasn’t too good - and Campden bells were hard work then. But
it was exciting. He and | also arranged to ring at various churches on their practice night. I'd cycle to his house and we’d go off in his
car to wherever. Such evenings concluded with a visit to the pub (of course!). He arranged a peal to be on the 550th anniversary of
the founding of Chipping Campden Grammar School, in which all ringers were past pupils of the school.

The big happening after that time was the refounding of the Four Shires Guild by Tony Brazier in 1973. John was in the middle of this
and was a member of the new Committee. He’d also taken over as the Ringing Master at Campden and was meeting lots of ringers
from near and far. His contacts had widened and he was being accepted for membership of a growing list of ringing societies. He
was ringing a number of peals with Gerald Hemming’s band and notched up a goodly number with him. He was proposed for mem-
bership of the very exclusive Ancient Society of College Youths (founded 1637) and he was accepted. He was proposed as President
of the FSG and accepted that with enthusiasm. He was President for some 20 years. John would have liked to have augmented Camp-
den’s eight bells to ten, but his arrangement to house this number was rather woeful and, thankfully, was not accepted by both the
PCC and by the bellhanger with whom he discussed it. It was hanging two bells in the old wooden frame at the top of the tower some
15 feet above the new metal frame installed as part of the rehang in 1986. The PCC thought it too expensive and the bellhanger
knew it wouldn’t work. John said to me once he was no good at making things work - they always fell apart - and therefore he was
somebody who was clearly in the latter category of - ‘those people who can, do; and those that can teach!’.

Many people knew John through ringing and perhaps some would like to record their memories of him. Contact the Editor if you wish
it to go in this Newsletter. Chris Povey

The photo below was taken on the 40th anniversary of the refounding of the FSG: From 30-03-1973 to 30-03-2013. (It was on the
front cover of Newsletter 136) Chris Povey

| have known John for about 50 years and rang a Four Shires peal with him at Campden some years ago. A great man he will
missed by many. Sorry | couldn’t be at the funeral. Graham Clifton.

I’'m Sorry | couldn’t be at the funeral. | Would have liked to, | knew John from the old days. Robert Chadburn
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Paul Marriott
2.4.1940 - 3.2.1926

The vibrant, good natured community of Cherington, set in the gentle rolling south Warwickshire countryside meant that Paul Mar-
riott did not feel the need to venture far from home. Consequently, he may not be well known among the wider ringing community.
However, for those ringers who included Cherington on any tour, Paul would have greeted them and made them feel very welcome.
He was a genial character, immensely interested in other people, and eager to share the lovely light six, of which he was justly
proud.

Paul was born and educated in Oxford, reading Classics at Magdalen. However, his mother’s family were farmers, on whose land he
had worked during holidays, and this was his chosen vocation. In pursuit of this he came to Cherington, in the mid 1970s.

At this time Cherington bells were deemed difficult and not suitable for learners. Consequently, Pam Copson taught Paul to ring, at
Sutton under Brailes, some time in the 1980s. He was a member of the bands there, Cherington and Great Wolford.

His first recorded quarter peal was at Broadwell in 1992. Paul was instrumental in the rehanging and augmentation of Cherington
bells in 2006, being closely involved in the work and, importantly donating the extra treble. Following this, the maintenance of both
the bells, the Cherington band and ringing itself was Paul’s priority. He taught many people in the local area and was particularly
proud when one of his students rang a peal at Cherington. Paul celebrated by procuring a unique peal board, with flashing lights
around the student’s name, that was sometimes demonstrated to visitors. Immediately prior to his funeral, a band, comprising peo-
ple he had taught, rang the bells.

As evidenced by Bellboard, in recent years Paul was also very supportive of the Ladies Guild, making Cherington available for practic-
es and quarters. Paul is fittingly laid to rest at Cherington, in the churchyard he tended, overlooking a view he considered to be the
best in Warwickshire, under the bells and church clock he maintained. Isobel Murphy March 2026.

https://www.bellboard.uk/memoria.php?id=22894
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The Guild annual ringing tour, Saturday 4th July
2026

Wells

10 until 10:45am Axbridge 6, tenor 19-3-14. BS26 2BX

11 until 12 Cheddar 8, tenor 22-0-26 BS27 3RE

One extra grab for those that want 11:30 until 12:00 Rodney

Stokes 4, 7cwt BS27 3UN

14:15 until 15:15 Priddy 6, tenor 10-3-18. BA5 3BE

15:45 until 16:30 Wookey 6, tenor 11-0-16 BA5 1JX

17:00-18:00 Wells St Cuthberts 8, tenor 27-1-2. BA5 2AW

Wells Cathedral 10, tenor 56-1-14, Sunday service ringing

5th July, 09:30 until 10:30 am BA5 2PA
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Peals, quarters and ringing of note

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Moreton in Marsh, Gloucestershire
St David Sunday, 11 January 2026 in 42m (10-0-14 in G) 1260 Plain
Bob Minor 1Carmen McCarthy 2Rosemary J Humphrey 3Jane Gilbert
4George Osborne 5Jess McCarthy 6Nicholas K Allsopp (C) 1st minor 1

Offenham, Worcestershire St Mary and St Milburgh Saturday, 17
January 2026 in 42m (10-3-2 in F#) 1260 Grandsire Doubles 1Ray
Nicholson 2Claire Penny 3Neil Garner 4Graham Lee 5Martin Penny (C)
6Stef Whittle Rung to welcome Hugh Nelson as the 114th Bishop of
Worcester First quarter peal - 1

Strensham, WorcestershireFour Shires Guild of Bell Ringers St John the
Baptist Tuesday, 20 January 2026 in 2h 48 (11-0-8 in G)

5058 Cambridge Surprise Major Composed by D F Morrison 1Rosemary
K Hemmings 2Alison M Lee 3Rachel D Page 4Alison T Merryweather-
Clarke 5Stuart E Tomlinson 6Neil J Garner 7Peter J Harris 8Henry J Ste-
phenson (C) First in method (7)

The Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Moreton in Marsh, Gloucestershire St David Sunday, 1
 February 2026 in 45m (10-0-14 in G) 1260 Plain Bob Triples 1Gary McCarthy 2Jane Gilbert

' 3Annie Hall 4Graham Lee 5Jess McCarthy 6Mary Leneis 7Nicholas K Allsopp (C) 8Carmen McCar-
@ thy First tenor for triples First treble for triples Dedicated to Hilary McCarthy, daughter of 1 and
5, sister of 8, for sitting quietly while the quarter was rung

| Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Wellesbourne, Warwickshire St Peter Monday, 16 February
2026 in 45m (10-0-24 in G) 1260 Grandsire Doubles 1Yvonne Davis 2Christina Ireland 3Alison
Lee (C) 4Graham Lee 5Jess McCarthy 6Lena Stranks Committee meeting quarter

Evesham, Worcestershire Bell Tower Wednesday, 18 February 2026 in 4m (14-2-23 in F#) 120 Red Lion Doubles 1Paul Stephenson
2Jess McCarthy 3Claire Penny 4Henry ] Stephenson (C) 5Alison Lee 6Tobias Walters The variation 141c/g (being Huntley Place with a
Grandsire and Antelope Single) is rung to an extent for the first time. The band would like to name this variation "Red Lion". This
performance named a new method or variation

Offenham, Worcestershire St Mary and St Milburgh Sunday, 22 February 2026 in 44m (10-3-2 in F#) 1260 Plain Bob Doubles
1Beccie Williams 2Alison Lee 3Neil Garner 4Graham Lee 5Claire Penny (C) 6David Fielding For the feast of St Milburgh First quarter
peal - 6

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Wootton Wawen, Warwickshire St Peter Sunday, 22 February 2026 in 37m (10-2-6 in F) 1260 Mixed
Doubles (1p/2m) 120 Stedman, 720 Grandsire, 420 Plain Bob 1Rosemary J Humphrey 2Christopher W Tennant 3George Osborne
4Jess McCarthy 5Peter E S Nicholas (C) 6Gary McCarthy Rung to welcome the sunshine back after all the rain

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Cherington, Warwickshire St John the Baptist Friday, 6 March 2026 in 42m (5-3-22 in B)
1260 Grandsire Doubles 1Michael Cummings 2Mick J Austin 3Sally A Austin 4Len Morley 5Alison T Merryweather-Clarke (C) 6Stuart
Cummings

Rung open in celebration and thanksgiving for the life of Cherington Tower Captain Paul Marriott before his funeral. Paul donated the
treble bell in 2006 and was passionate about teaching new ringers.

Four of his pupils now comprise the local band, and did Paul proud in ringing some well-struck call changes after the QP, conducted
by Michael. They are: Christine Thompson, Helen Beaumont, Trish Holmes and Sarah Scotter. iz

Paul's legacy lives on in their ringing, in his bells, and in his many other diverse achievements.

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Moreton in Marsh, Gloucestershire St David Sunday, 15 March
2026 in 47m (10-0-14 in G) 1260 Plain Bob Doubles Bob doubles with a 768 cover 1Jane
Gilbert 2Jess McCarthy 3Barry D Humphrey 4Rosemary ] Humphrey 5Nicholas K Allsopp (C)
6Maxine Browning 7Gary McCarthy 8Carmen McCarthy First doubles with 768 cover: 3,4,6,7,8
Rung to celebrate all the mothers in and of the band 1: Anne Gilbert 2: Hilary Walters 3: Betty
Humphrey 4: Jean Insole 5: Margaret Allsopp 6: Rita Sheldrake 8: Jess McCarthy

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Hinton on the Green, Worcestershire St Peter Tuesday, 17
March 2026 in 2h 54 (10-1-8 in G) 5152 Lincolnshire Surprise Major Composed by Gordon A
Halls (10245) 1Nicholas K Allsopp 2Alison M Lee 3Sarah L Elliott 4Alison T Merryweather-Clarke 5SRosemary K Hemmings 6Henry ]
Stephenson (C) 7Roderic K Bickerton 8Peter J Harris

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Shipston on Stour, Warwickshire St Edmund Sunday, 22 March 2026 in 43m (9-2-1 in G)
1260 Plain Bob Doubles 1Michael J Austin 2Leonard G A Morley 3Trevor Withell 4Graham Lee 5Sarah L Elliott (C) 6Sally A Austin 3
First quarter in method Rung for the Shipston on Stour Annual Town Civic Service

Four Shires Guild of Bell Ringers Moreton in Marsh, Gloucestershire St David Sunday, 29 March 2026 in 47m (10-0-14 in G)
1260 Plain Bob Triples 1/2 Muffled 1Jane Gilbert 2Steve Bowley 3Bill Nash 4Leonard G A Morley 5Richard Lewis-Skeath 6Charles Wil-
son 7Nicholas K Allsopp (C) 8Robert P Stansbury Rung in memory of John Nicholls
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Four Shires Guild of Bellringers Annual Dinner
Wow! What a night!

The Guild Annual Dinner was held at the Golden Cross at Ardens Grafton on Saturday 7 th March amazingly everyone
arrived in good time, the atmosphere was electric, the food was excellent as was the service.

This was the third time the Guild has held its annual dinner at the venue and we were not disappointed, Laura, Felan
and their team did us proud.

Our guest speaker, David Bagley gave an interesting and informative speech taking us back to the 17 th and 18 th cen-
tury when his ancestors operated a bell foundry at Chacombe, their bells can still be found within our Guild area. We
were then treated to a fascinating insight following a school curriculum illustrating how bells interact within our lan-
guage, eg “going like the clappers”, mathematics, science, religious studies, history with Fabian Stedman being born
not so far away in Yarkhill, Herefordshire also created other “cross change” methods as well as his famous Stedman
principle, before being treated to an appreciation of Italian bells, something close to Davids heart.

Did you think full circle ringing is found only in the UK? If so, it seems we have been mis - informed, David explained
in Italy there are three separate styles of ringing, the Ambrosiano, Bolognese and Venonese systems, each developed
in different regions of Italy but with some similarities. The Bolognese system closely following our English system but
without any stays or sliders. The sound is controlled by a lever with a rope attached to it, there being sufficient length
to allow the rope to go over the bell before pulling back to its original position. Fascinating stuff but with quite an ele-
ment of risk to one’s wellbeing!

Above; The Guild President Mr Richard Lewis-Skeath presented the awards for the;

Minimus Competition - “Melburgh Marvels” (mixed band from Offenham, Childswickham)
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Below; Brazier Trophy (Call Change) Tredington and Long Compton

S :g\\

- A wd, . " Above; The top raffle prizes included
i - s a 3-D printed model wheel and frame
and working bell, donated by David
Bagley, this evenings speaker and a
signed copy of ‘The Cage Full of
Birds’ by Tim Owen.
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Right; Newing Shield (Method) Iimington

The Spencer Jones Cup for second prize in (Method)

1 : \“ And The Ringing Master’s Merit award went
- to Willersey.

The evening concluded with the raffle draw
T which made £154 towards

the bell repair fund.

Notes and photos from Len Morley
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A WALK IN THE

OTSWOLDS

EBRINGTON TO BROADWAY
VIA CHIPPING CAMPDEN

SUNDAY 14 JUNE 26
FRIENDSOFSTEADBURGHAS.ORG/EVENTS

CHARITY NQ, S02349

On the 14™ June (the Feast of St Eadburgha) there is a walk (or vintage bus trip for those that wish) from St Eadburgha's in Ebrington
to St Eadburgha's in Broadway via Chipping Campden.

All details and booking available on the Friends of St Eadburgha's website, who are hosting the walk to raise money for the fabric of
the church. https://www.friendsofsteadburghas.org/events

We'd love the sound of ringing to greet the walkers on their return to St Eadburgha's in Broadway from 2:30pm-4pm, if you travel by
coach or are a quick walker you could complete the feat and ring afterwards!

All help in ringing for the church's patronal festival would be received with great thanks and complimentary refreshments for all who
take part.

So in short, ringers needed at St Eadburgha's, Broadway on the 14" June from 2:30-4pm, parking will be available through the wood-
en gate on the opposite side of the road from the church, it would be great to see you.
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Four Shires Guild of Bellringers -End of Year Accounts 2025
To 31st December 2025

General Fund Account 3862

2024 Income 2025 2024 Expenditure 2025
£008.58 Opening Balance £1,684.20 1
£1,390.00 Subscriptions £1,527.00 2 £3740 CCCBR £75.80
£1,432.00 Bell Fund Donations £3.315.08 £2058.99 Transferred to Bell Fund £1,251.75
£400.00 Trans from Bell Fund (grants) £760.00 £400.00 Grants Paid £760.00
£1,527.50 Annual Dinner 2024 £1,004.00 Annual Dinner 2024
£390.00 Annual Dinner 2025 £930.00 £300.00 Annual Dinner 2025 £1,29000 3
Annual Dinner 2026 Annual Dinner 2026 £300.00
£396.00 Garments E43.00 £348.26 Garments (PB Safety) £41.38
£12.00 Badges E61.00
Postage for Magazine E85.00 £215.52 Printing & Postage E13750 4
£54.99 Bank Charges £47.05
Newsletter / Advertising £80.00 £20.00 Website & Domain £60.00
£632.72 Insurance £0.00
£0.00 Silverware repairs £0.00
£5,547.50 Total receipts £6,801.08 £5,071.88 Total expenditure £3,963.28
£1,684.20 Closing Bank balance £4,522.00
Cash in hand £0.00
£1,684.20 Closing Assets £4,522.00
Il Fun nt 44
£6,291.49 Opening balance £8,03541 1
£550.00 Mid Week Tours £458.50 £200.00 Winchcombe £ 130.00
£755.00 Donations £603.25 £200.00 Tredington E 500.00
£84.93 Interest £66.93 Moreton Grant £130.00
£0.00 Mewsletier Advertising £0.00
£156.00 Raffles, outing, teas etc £190.00
97.99 Clothing Profit £0.00 5
£500.00 Other
£2,143.92 Total receipts £1,318.68 £400.00 Total expenditure £760.00
£8,035.41 Closing balance £8,594.09
Creditors at year end Debtors at year end
Subs paid in advance £200.00 None
Dinner 2026 £300.00
Ecclesiastical Insurance £654.08
Assets
£507.00 Badges & Shields £446.00

Other assets of the Guild include: Newing Shield, President’s Chain, Brazier

Trophy, Spencer Jones Cup, Mini-Mouse Merit Award, Inter-Shires Trophy,

peal books and documents. The Award, Shield, Cup, Trophy and President’s Chain have been valued professionally and are currently insured by the

Guild for £4153.

Treasurer’s Report

Opening balances as per Bank Statements The Guild operates 2 bank accounts: the General Fund (which now incurs bank charges) and the Bell Fund
(which accrues interest).

Subscriptions: The total membership for 2025 was 186. This includes 5 Life Members. In the year 2 members died, P Newing & J Hands

Annual Dinner : In 2024 we received £390 towards the 2025 Dinner. In 2025 we received a further £930 = total income of £1320. Expenditure was
£1290 leaving a surplus of £30.

Printing & Postage: Paid for by members to receive posted copies of newsletter. However, printing costs £52.50 not covered by any means

Bell Fund: The Committee decided that all the net profit from Teas, Raffles, Clothing sales etc would go into the Bell Fund.  Sarah Elliott.

Four Shires Guild
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Barcheston Bells

In mid January as | was about to go on holiday when | received a message from the Barcheston Church Warden. He explained that
their resident bellringer suffers with dementia preventing her from ringing their bells for service.

Returning from holiday | duly visited to view and understand their bells. The tower once held 4 bells none built for full circle ringing,
today there are 3 bells, the 4 th one having been removed. These 3 bells sit in a very substantial 17 century timber frame, with huge
supporting timbers. On each bell is a cord tied to the
clapper which is relayed to the ground floor by a se- B
ries of pulleys and contained in a small box on the
wall where each cord can be pulled to create a sound;
rather like an Ellacombe.

A quick training session followed with me demon-
strating how to ring them and reassuring the Warden
that they are safe to be rung.

Len Morley.

Answers to; Mixed Doubles crossword

There are four Plain Bob variations:

Bates, Hand, Kepler and Trinity.

There are also four Reverse canterbury variations:
Gemini, Rose, Selenium and Tourmaline.

However, there are only three

mZ|—=r|>»Z|P(C|O|-H

MmO XP>PIZHAW0M

Grandsire variations: Cress, Erica

—

and Sickener.
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Learning Methods - Blue Lines
By Neil Garner

In this article, we are looking at how to learn more complex methods. .. the
technigues below are the next step, once you have mastered the basics of
rope sight, counting places and the rudiments of ringing by rhythm.

You may have seen experienced ringers that appear to able to learn a new
method in seconds... and then do it very effectively with little effort or
preparation... Sometimes. when it is not from the standard repertoire... it
must seem like a superhuman power... they can instantly learn difficult
things and then do them perfectly! But it is just trick that we can all learn.

As you move on from the simplest methods like Plain Bob, Reverse @
Canterbury and Grandsire, everything gets a lot more complex and we need Home Page

to start following ‘Blue Lines'...

. o . . , For more details why not visit
Even the simplest methods have a ‘Blue Line’, but in reality, we ring them by https://bells.pebworth.icu.

having a circle of work and just plain hunting in between. So the bells work
their way back and forth, from front to back, just adding a dodge or place
here and there...

As you move to the next level, most methods become much less linear and involve far more direction
changes...

For many people, this proves very difficult, because they try to learn it the same way as they have for the
simple methods, which will lead to a world of pain... So we need a new approach to the task!

The first thing to remember is that a '‘Blue Line’ is just a map of the method... it is no different from the London
Underground map or the UK Motorways map. For many people, they navigate with an image of the map in
their head and this is how they work out their route. They may have additional pictorial signposts to help them
remember or locate things... Blue Lines should be no different.

Some versions of Blue Lines also include all the numbers of the changes which is highly confusing... it would
be like a motorway map which included all the road numbers, bridge numbers and way point markers for as
well as simple information like where your are. So labelling our local M5 junction as North Worcester is
fuseful, labelling it as A4538S, A4440, Ad4, A449 and A4538N, is probably far less helpful or memorable!

So if you have a book/app which includes all the numbers, try to disregard them, copy the line out on to a
piece of paper without them... or even better, get a book/app which only shows the line! Topagraphical things
are easy to memorise, which is why the London Underground map is so good and instantly recognisable...
the stations aren’t physically where placed and the circle line track is not circular either, it winds all over the
place, but joins up to make a loop! Colour coding is also a great help...

So we need to think of a ‘Blue Line’ as a map... It should be read from top to bottom... it has the leads on the
left hand side and the lies on the right. It may also show the treble in red... which is also really helpful. Finally,
it should mark where each bell starts... probably with a blob on the line with the relevant bell number next to it.

St Simon’s 2

St Simon's is a good place start if you are contemplating learning something more
complex. If you try and learn it as a sequence of events, it will be difficult. However, if
you look for things that are either familiar or repetitive, it becomes much simpler.

Things to look for:
»  Where/How does each bell start? ... This is what we call ‘Place Bells'.

» 2 Leads, 4 goes in, 3 goes out and 5 pauses before going in. - So it is just the
same as Plain Hunt/Plain Bob! They occur 2,3,5,4...2

+  What does the overall shape look like...?

« 2 and 4, seem to be almost exclusively at the front. 3 and 5, seem to be
almost exclusive in the higher places (3rds, 4ths, 5ths). So this method splits into
two halves... roughly 2 leads at the front and then 2 at the back. 4

« How are the sections linked...?

* The front and back sections are linked by a 3-4 dodge at each end. So
3-4 up when going from front to back and 3-4 down when going from
back to front.
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The Two halves...

Looking at the line as per the previous page (and how all the books/apps will show it) is great for overall
symmetry, but makes the front half far less obvious, so lets start with 4th place bell so we see the two bits
joined...

Front Work

* The front work is symmetrical with a Plain Bob style ‘Lead, Seconds, Lead’ in the
middle.

« Either side of this, there is a double dodge....
+ for 4th place bell, this will be hand stroke leads.
+ For 2nds place bell, this will be backstroke leads.

* Remember that to pass a bell, you ring over them just once, so a single dodge
requires you to pass them twice and a double dodge to pass them 3 times!

It is worth pointing out, that 4ths place bell and 2nds place bell must be working
together...they are opposites... and that one new bell will arrive at the front after each
lead end... so each double dodge will be with a different bell.

3

Back Work

* The back work is also symmetrical, with a Plain Bob style ‘4 blows behind’ in
the middle.

« The rest involves hunting between 3rds and 5ths.
« following the 3-4 up dodge (3rds place bell), make 5ths, 3rds, long 5ths.
» Following long 5ths (5ths place bell), make 3rds, 5ths, 3-4 down.

* Remember that the long 5ths will be covering the 3-4 dodges, so will involve
the two bells making that dodge... so a-b-a-b... just like in Plain Bob.

It is also worth noting that each half of the back work involves one other bell and
the treble... the other two are front work bells and are not involved!

The Treble

The treble is always a friend and marker point for any method ringing, so it is worth noting where the treble
is... Many a good ringer has had a loss of concentration and been put right by the treble appearing and
reminding them what they should be doing!

Front Work

+ After the 3-4 dodge, 4th place bell will ring over the treble in 3rds place.... which is exactly the same
as Plain Bob.

* The treble will come and lead while it makes 2nds.

* Following the double dodges, 2nds place bell will ring over the treble in 3rds place before dodging 3-4
up... which is also exactly the same as Plain Bob.

Back Work

» Ring over the treble in 5th place after the 3-4up dodge as it comes up to the back to turn you... This
is also the same as Plain Bob.,

= After making 3rds, ring over the treble in 4th place, and again after the long 5ths. (As per Plain Bob).

» After the second lot of 3rds, ring over the treble in 5ths to turn it. You will then follow it down and
dodge in 3-4. (Also as per Plain Bob).

In Summary

+ St Simon’s is in 2 halves... i.e. double dodges for the front work and hunting to 3rds for the back work.
* It has Plain Bob lead ends i.e 2nds, 3-4, 5ths, 3-4... (which also means it has Plain Bob ‘Bobs’).

+ The treble tells you the rest... as it is exactly the same rules as Plain Bob.
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What Three Words? by Agricola.
Words in bold are definitions; the rest
of each clue is either wordplay or an
alternative definition. If the clues are
arranged in alphabetical order of their
answers, the first letters of the clues
will spell out (i) the title of a detective
novel recounting 32, 39’s investiga-
tions in 1 across 9, and (ii) a question
about the plot. Highlight the three en-
tries which provide an answer to the
question.

The puzzle was written in QXW.

Across

1. Rail cut short by Hurst, securing
chain in London train station. (9, 2)

10. Mildenhall’s last breadwinner, a
novice. (7)

12. Homer’s little letter held by Radio
Tamworth. (4)

14. Head of enterprise involved in com-

munist boxing upset passed over
again. (9)

15. A Bronté almost getting French name.(4)

16. Weapon cases stolen around outskirts of Leeds by

queen and leader of SNP. (8)

19. Organ behind front of font’s a worry. (4)

22. Littlest bell in its cover in 28. (6)

25. Immensely impressive drink with herbs inside. (6)
28. Large woody plant found in Dorset reedbed. (4)

30. Kinky blue satin, not quite appropriate. (8)

32. Troubled Karl Bird. (4)

36. Times opinion piece, for example one probing Oregon

and Alabama after tide returns. (9)

37. Vixen, for example, giving up venison, showing re-

straint. (4)

38. This saint’s name is used for a surprise method in
northern Spanish city and even parts of Madrid. (7)

39. Sleuth | met and spy were crazy. (5, 6)

Down

1. Last of students against article accepted by ART after
beginner in Fife becomes most distant. (7)

2. What connects head and shoulders? Neon, carbon and

potassium. (4)

3. NASCAR team stores this vehicle. (4)

4. Dancing nuns entertaining Evesham’s first prelate, finally

hidden from view. (6)

5. 1 must leave Tories cavorting around the middle of Here-

fordshire holiday destination. (6)

6. Non-U curses about vegetable. (5)
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7. Youth finally given one empty dormouse skin. (4)

8. Major WW1 battle site then found on both sides of museum en-
trance, to begin with. (5)

9. A-plus almost worried Mrs Merton’s boy. (4)
10. Essentially silent, good, ordinary toy. (4)
11. Cad put bit of rope on aquatic mammal. (6)

13. Experiments to do with manufacturing saving river in Pakistan and
Sweden(6)

17. Half-hearted Phil goes round edge. (3)
18. Is meeting partly for Hook’s mate? (4)
19. Some long-life tasty Greek cheese. (4)

20. Execute a transfer of workers from Germany and Spain in reli-
gious education strategy. (8)

21. Ecclesiastical assistant to oversee a museum or gallery. (6)
23. Tin oar waved to restrict consumption. (6)
24. Half a florin given by Robert to his friends. (3)

26. Extra player returning to Italy starts for Empoli and Reggiana, hav-
ing more work to do. (6)

27. This method keeps 22 below thirds place, for Germans are core
of tower (not English). (6)

29. Irene confused Eric’s partner. (5)

30. To move furtively, put identity document in front half of sledge. (5)
31. Oddly, leopard’s a burden. (4)

32. Doctor turning to left with old master. (4)

33. A county in revolutionary Nebraska captured by knight. (4)

34. Initially come round and make stuff. (4)

35. Bringing back sister and providing conifers. (4)
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GUILD-BADGED CLOTHING
THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE AVAILABLE:-

Polo shirts: £21.00 Full-zip ladies fleece: £34.00
Sweatshirts: £22.00 Half-zip fleece: £34.00
Full-zip fleece: £34.00 Cashmere touch acrylic v-neck jumper £37.00

In the first instance please email your order to Kathy McCarthy:-khmccarthy@fastmail.fm There are no extra carriage charges on the
prices above. All profits from the sale of clothing go to the Guild Bell Restoration Fund.

Colours: The range of colours can be seen on the Guild’s website, which is http://www.fourshires.org.uk

Some idea of sizing can be gauged from the following:-

(Chest size in inches)  Small Medium Large X-large XX-large

Polo shirts 36-38 40 42 44 46-48

Sweat shirts 35-37 38-40 41-43 44-46 47-49

Men’s full zip fleece 35-37 38-40 41-43 44-46 47-49  http://www.promotional-

Half zip fleece 35-37 38-40 41-43 44-46 47-49 z;‘;f;e"r’:_{f):'Cizchsl‘iif'v’}’r{eck_
jumper/

Dress size:

Ladies’ full zip fleece 10 12 14 16 18

DIARY OF GUILD SATURDAY MONTHLY MEETINGS AND EVENTS 2026

APRIL 18th WHICHFORD 8 tenor 12-3-23 in G CV36 5PG MAJOR/TRIPLES

APRIL 25th HONINGTON 6 tenor 13 cwt in Ab CV36 5AA NOTE AT 2.30 UNTIL 4pm
MAY 2nd ALDERTON 6 tenor 9% cwt in A GL20 8NR DOUBLES

MAY 9th BUCKLAND 6 tenor 14 cwt in F# WR127LY MINOR

MAY 16th BIDFORD-ON-AVON 8 tenor 14-0-24 in F CB504DA MAJOR/TRIPLES
MAY 23rd GUITING POWER 6 tenor 6-2-25 in Bb GL54 5XA NOTE AT 2.30 UNTIL 4pm
MAY 30th STRATFORD UPON AVON 10 tenor 19-0-2 in E CV37 6BQ

JUNE 6th BUTLERS MARSTON 6 tenor 14-0-20 in G CV35 ONB DOUBLES

JUNE 13th GREAT WOLFORD 6 tenor 11-3-7 in F# CV36 5NQ MINOR

EXTRA JUNE 14th BROADWAY 6 tenor 18-1-16in EWR12 7JS 2.30 UNTIL 4pm
JUNE 20th BRETFORTON 8 tenor 8-3-11 in F# WR11 7JS MAJOR/TRIPLES

JUNE 27th EBRINGTON 6 tenor 12-2-12 in F# GL55 6PD NOTE AT 2.30 UNTIL 4pm
JULY 4th OUTING TO Axbridge, Cheddar, Rodney Stokes, Priddy, wookey, Wells
JULY 11th ASHTON UNDER HILL 6 tenor 7-1-16in AWRT11 7SX MINOR

JULY 1th STOW ON THE WOLD 8 tenor 27-2-24 in D GL54 1AB MAJOR/TRIPLES
JULY 25th STANTON 6 tenor 9-1-16 in G WR12 7NF NOTE AT 2.30 UNTIL 4pm

Evesham Bell Tower

The regular open practices at Evesham bell tower, cohesion between the local guilds FSG, WADCRA S/B and the G & B continue to
succeed. Very popular for all skill levels. If you fancy attending it is held on the 4th Wednesday evening of the month. Please check
with Claire Penny for cancellations.

For any alterations to this programme, check the FSG web-site https://www.fourshiresquild.com/ also BELLBOARD website
bb.ringingworld.co.uk (diary section) Meetings are from 7.30pm until 9.00pm unless otherwise stated. All are welcome. You do
not have to be a FSG member and we are especially pleased if members of the local band wish to come along and ring. The Guild
carries Public Liability insurance through the Ecclesiastical Insurance Group for all its activities. Non-members attending these activi-
ties are also covered by this insurance, providing they abide fully by the Guild’s Health & Safety and Child Protection policies. (Both
policies now appear on the FSG web-site, so their contents are available to all, whether members or non-members.)
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JOHN TAYLOR & co. Guild Lapel badges

BELLFOUNDERS BELLHANGERS
CARILLON BUILDERS

Tower Bells Chimes Handbells Bell ropes

Design service Building work Access systems
Profile matching Restoration Augmentations
Wrought iron clapper repairs

See our website www.taylorbells.co.uk for specifications services and the latest information

Guild lapel badges are available. They
are slightly different to the previous
version, as it is now the same as the
clothing badges. It is slightly 3D too.

£4 each From the ringing master.

The Guild has a Bell
Restoration Fund,

From which the Committee is em-
powered to offer grants towards
suitable aspects concerning rings of
bells within the Guild’s area of
operation. Such aspects may in-
clude a range of needs, from
maintenance to
augmentations.

Rules and Constitution of the Fund
are in the Guild Rule Book, and ap-
The Bellfoundry, Freehold Street, Loughborough, plication forms are ava”ab_le from
Leicestershire LE11 TAR, England mef (These forms are emqll-able.)
Chris Povey ‘BRF grant coordinator’
Tel: 01509 212241 Fax:01509 263305

Email:office@taylorbells.co.uk

WHAT'S ON ABOUT THE FOUR SHIRES GUILD TOWERS & CONTACTS COMPETITIONS BELL RESTORATION FUND

THE FOUR SHIRES GUILD

Welcome to the Four Shires

Guild of Bell Ringers.

We hope you find everything you need here, but if
not please contact us using the form below.

https://www.fourshiresquild.com/

FSG Practices a new format of dedicated practices

New for 2026 each weekly practice will try to follow a format as follows.

1st Saturday something doubles, please try to ring or conduct a new doubles method, beginners welcome as we will ring plain hunt
and call changes.

2nd Saturday something minor, please come if you want to learn to treble bob or ring surprise minor, beginners welcome as we
can still ring plain hunt and call changes.

3rd Saturday something triples or major including surprise.
4th Saturday the afternoon practice. Something for everyone particularly beginners, all welcome.
5th Saturday 10 bell extravaganza.

As more towers are asking for tower fees we will endeavour to collect a donation from each person attending, Some money will go
to the tower the rest will go into the Bell Restoration fund.
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